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dHAPTER i. 



&o soen as I can win the oflended King 
I wiH be kkiown your advocate. 

CymBeHne: 

TairDidce of Ai^e ted:die wny in silence 
to* the small postera Yfy which they bad been 
admittibd' into Riobmond Park, 90 long &e 
favourite residence of ^een CarolinOr It 
was opened by the same hal^seen jdnitor, 
and they found themselves beyond the pre-: 
ciiictt af thr royal demesne* Still mi a word 
^as spokai on either side. The Duk^ pro- 
bably wiriied to alloKir bis^ rustiG protegee 
time to recruit her faculties, dazzled and 
tank witk ctdlooiuy: dubbme i and betwixt 
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vhat she had guessed, had heard, and had 
seen, Jeanle Deans's mind was too much 
agitated to permit her to ask any ques- 
tions. 

They found the carriage of the Diike in 
the place where they had left it ; and when 
they resumed their places^ soon began to 
advance rapidly on their return to town. 

^« I think, Jeanie,*' said the Duke, break- 
ing silence, " you have every reason to con- 
gratulate yourself on the issue of your inter- 
view with her Majesty." 

** And that leddy ivas the Queen her- 
sell ?" said Jeaqie ; *^ I misdoubted it when 
I saw that your honour didna put on your 
bat-.- And yet I can hardly believe it, even 
when I heard her speak it hersell.'' 

" It was certainly Queen Caroline,'' re- 
plied the Duke. ** Have you no curiosity 
to see what is in the little pocket-book ?" 

<* Do you think the pardon will be in it, 
sir ?" said Jeanie, with the eager animation 
of hope. 

«• Why, no/' replied the Duke j ".that 
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ii unlikely. They seldom carry these things 
about them, unless they were likely to be 
wanted ; and besides, her Majesty told you 
it was the King, not she^ who was to grant 
it/' ^ 

•• That is true too," said Jeatiie : <« but 
I am so confused in my mind-— But does 
your honour think, there is a certainty of 
EflBe's pardon then ?'' continued she, still 
liolding in her hand the unopened pocket- 

*• Why,: kings, are kittle cattle to shoe 
behind, as we say in the norths'' replied 
the Diikie ; ^< but his wife knows his trim, 
and I have not the least doubt that tbe 
matter is quite certain." 

f * O God be praised ! God be praised !*f 
ejaculated Jeanie :; ^^ and ' niay the . gude 
leddy never want the heart's ease she has 
gi!en m& at this moment— And God bless 
you too, my Lord ! without yoiir help I 
wad ne'er hae won near her." 

The Duke hi her dwell upon this sub- 
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tude wauJ4 w»)tii»Ui? to wperswie tho$6 of 
fWfiosity. Bu(t W feeble was thsrlntter feel* 
ing in Jeanie's mind, that his Grace, \^ith 
wboiB, pfih^^s^ it WW foF tJbe time a little 
stronger, wis obliged once mofe to brkig 
forward the sublet of tbie Queen's pcesent. 
It was opened accordingly. In the insidt 
df tlie case wece the mual asBoitment of 
silk and needles, with scissars, tweaaeci^ 
Stci ; And in this poeket was a bank-bill 
ibir fifty pounds. 

The Duk« had na sooner ihfbrmefl Jeanie 
«f the value of this las|; document, for she 
was unaccustomed to see ikmm ibr such 
^ums, than she expressed her r^ret at the 
sitiistake wliich had taken place* ^ For the 
hussy itsdl," sTie said^ •* was a wiry yalu* 
ibfe thifi^ for a keepsake, with the Queen's 
name written in the inside with her ann hand 
doubtless — CarMie'^is plain as could be» 
and a ocown drawn, aboon it" 
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Sfar ihenfore tewfered tfae bill to liie 
Duke, requesting hna to fiodr softie BMd» 
of returning it to the rofal owner: 

^ No, no^ Jeaniet?* said tibe Diike, ^< there 
is no mistake in the case. Her Mages^ 
knows you have been put to great «xpence^ 
and she wishes to malde it op to you*" 

*^1 ajD sure she is even over gude»^ said 
tenter ^ and it glads me muckle that I can 
pay back Dumbiedikes his siller, withont 
dfiatmaiBg my frtker, honest man.** 

^ Dumbiedikes i What, a freeholder of 
Mid-JLothian is he not?^ said his Omc^ 
whose 4|peafl£bBal residence in tliat county 
made him acquainted with most of the he^ 
BtofSy as landed persons are termed in Scot- 
Iand«**»^ He boa a house not far fpom Vi$i^ 
keitii, wears a black wig add a laced hat f* 

^ Yesy siiv^ answvered Jeamie, who had her 
semona for being brief in faer answers upon 
tUa topic* 

<^ Ah ! my old fiiend Xtembie i^said tfac^ 
Skike ; ^ I have thrice seen him fou^ and 
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only once heard the sound of his voice-^Is 
he a cousin of yours, Jeanie ?'* , r 

" No, sir, my Lord. 

" Then, he must be a well-wisher, I sus- 
pect?** 

" Ye— yes, — my Lord, sir,*' answered 
Jeanie, blushing, and with hesitation. 

*^ Aha ! then, if the Laird starts, I sup- 
pose my friend. Butler must be in some 
danger?" 

*• O no, sir," answered Jeanie nnich> 
more rieadily, bnt at. the saihe time blush- 
ing much more deeply. 

«^ Well, Jeanie," isaid the Duke, " you 
are a girl may be safely trusted with your 
own matters, and I shall enquire no further 
about them. But as to this same pardon, I 
must see to get it passed through the proper 
fbrms '; and I have a friend in oflS^ce who will^ 
for auld lang syne, do me so much favour. 
And then, Jeanie, as I shall have occasion 
to send an express down to Scotland, who 
will travel with it safer and more swiftty 



than you can do, I wiH take care to have it 
put into the proper channel^ meanwhile 
you may write to your friends by post of 
your good success/* ' 

** And does your Honour think,'* said 
Jeanie, <* that will do as weel as I were to 
take my tap in my lap» and slip my ways 
faame agairi on tny^ain errand ?** ^ 

<• Much better, certainly,'* said the Bake. 
'* You kdbw the roads are not very safe £pr 
a single: woman to travel." - * * 

Jeanie internally acquiesced in this ofo« 
servation. ; . . > 

*< And I have a plan for you b6$ide[s. 
One. of the Duche^s*« attendants, and oae 
of mine— y^our acquaintance Archibald**- 
are going dpwn. tor Inverata in k Jight^ ba« 
lash,' witbifour fabrsiss Miav-e^ bought, and 
< there is room enoiigh iii ^ Khe carriage for 
you to go, witH thein as far as Glasgolvr, 
where Archibald w^ii find means oii send. 
ittg you safely,* to Bdintiurgh^^And in ahe 
.way» I beg yon will teach the wOQoao^as 
Hiueh as you can of the mystery of ^cheese- 

A a 
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wMng^ fear ^ be 19 %» liave » lehaqge i» the 
jd«ftfy» ami I cjlw^ jsw^ar^wi ^re a$ ttdjr About 

*< Does your Honottr Uk^ cheese 7* -Mid 
iJeaifie» wibh a gleatnt^f isooaoiotts delight 

' Jf {4k9 it ?" said the I>uliti, whoa^ good- 
nature am]jcipftte4 ^bati.ww to firftow^-^r- 
. lefties and <4ijMse are a dioner for an em- 
:{)len>i:» Let alfme e HigblftiiidliiaA." 

<< Because/' ' said Jeaoiei witili jnsodeit 

^ ftpiifiA&]i4e» ao^ gcfiat aikd ^denl iself- 

congratulation, ^< we have been thought ao 

. particular in mikmg cheeae; that isoifie folk 

vtibiok it aa gyde aa i^e jreal Duidop ; add 

^ your Honour's Gjsace iiead but accept a 

;atane or/twa, Uytbe»iaiid £itn/ and. proud it 

i mrad make fii&. But magrfae ye tnay tike the 

ewe-milk w the iBuckhobaside chaese bet- 

. ter } Of maybe the gait milk, as ye come frae 

. Ijbe UighlaQda-«-«;id ' I cahna pretend just 

i^rto the aafme akeelo' them ; bat my cousin 

: Jean^ that lives at LockerauK^i in Lam. 

mermutr, I ioould apeak to faer« and''^ 



^ Quite mmteeMsmj,** wM the Dakej 
« the .Ounlop is the very eheese of vhidk 
I ttn an. lend, and I will take it as tli^ 
greatest ferour yoa con 4o me to send one 
to* €!uoline^Fk^k• Bot nemewber, be ba 
Itonouc with it, Jeaaie^ and make it ali 
youraeK fiar 1 am a real good judge.'' 

** 1 am^notieafed,'' said Jeanie confidents 
Ijr, ^ that I may please your Uonoar ; ' Ibr I 
am-auee yoa look as if you could kaf dly find 
fiuiH wi* ony body that did Aent bestf and 
weel is it my part, I tmw^ to do mine;'* 

This discourse mtroddced a topic upon 
which the two toaveliers,. though so dtBbt^ 
est itt rank and educatkm, found each a 
geod deal to say. The Duke, besides his 
other patriotk quditiesi was a distinguiab- 
ed agnteuitiieist^ and proud of his know*' 
ledge in that department. He entertained 
Jeame with his observations on the difer- 
ent breeds of cattle in Scodand, and; their 
capacify for the dairy, aed received so much 
ittfiirmation from her practical experience 
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ia' return, that he promised her a couple of 
Devonshire cows in reward of the lesson. 
In short, his mind was so transported back 
to his, rural employments and amusementSp 
that he sighed when his carriage stopped 
opposite to the old hackney-coach, which 
Archibald had kept in attendance at the 
place where they had left it. While the 
coachman again bridled his lean cattlci, 
<which had been indulged with a bite of 
musty hay, the Duke cautioned Jeanie not 
to be too communicative to her landlady 
concerning what had passed., ^* There is,** 
he said, ** no use of speaking of matters till 
they are actually settled ; and you may re^ 
fer the good lady to Archibald, if she presses 
you hard with questions. She is his old ac^ 
quaintance, and he knows how to manage 
with her.'' 

He then took a cordial farewell of Jeanie, 
and told her to be, ready in the. ensuing 
week to return to Scotland— *saw her safely 
established in her hackney- coach, and roll- 
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^ ioff in his own carriage, humming a stan- 
1 za of the ballad which he is said to have 
composed:--* 

• » 

^ At the sight of Dumbarton onoe again, 
I'll cock up my bonnet and march amain. 
With my cla3nnore hanging down to my heel» 
To whang at the bannocks of barley meal." 

• Perbq»s one ought to be actually a Scotch- 
man to conceivehow ardently, under all Avi' 
tinctiona of rank and situation » they feel tbeir 
mutual connexion with each other aa ftar 
tives of the; same country. There are, I be« 
lieve, more asrodations common to the in- 
habitants of a rude and wild, than of a well 
cultivated and fertile country ; their ances- 
tors have moreseldomchanged their place of 
residence ; their mutual recollection <^ re- 
markable objects is more accurate \ the high 
and the low are more interested in each 
odiers welfare ; the feelings of kindred and 
' relatioRship are-more widely extended, and, 
in a word, the bonds of patriotic affection, 
always honourable even when a little too 
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that I am in a maoh^r accouatable for the 
conduct of my .young kins wopanit arid no 
doubt his Grace ^s the best jud^e how far 
he ^ould entniat her or me with the mat- 
nagement of. hec affairs." 

f^ His Grace is quite sensible of that,f 
answered Archibald with. national gravity, 
V and will certainly ;trust what he has to 
say to the most discreet of khe two; and 
therefore Mrs Glass, his Grace relies you 
will' speak nothings to Mrs Jean Deans, 
jeitber of her own affairs or her Aster's* un-* 
till he sees you himself He desired me 
to assure ycm^ in the'mean while, that all 
was going on as well as your kindness 
could wish,. Mrs Glass.'' 
'. *^'Hi8 GraeC'is very kind— very copsider- 
Me, certdnly^ Mr. Archibald^— his Grace^s 

oommands shall be obeyed, and But 

you have had ^ far drive, Mr Archibald, as 
I guess by the time of your absence, dnd 
I guess** (with an engaging smile) ** you 
winna belthewaur of a glass of the right 
RoismSoUs.'' . 
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I 

'< I thatik yexu, Mrs Glass,'' said die great 
man's great tnan, '^ but I am Under the ni;- 
cessity of returjaing to my Lord directly,** 
And making his adieus civilly to both cou- 
sins, he left the shop of the Lady of the 
Thistle. ^ 

** I am glad your affifirs have prospered 
so well, Jeanie, my loyeV said Mrs Ofaiss ; 
^ Ifaough inde^ there was little fear of 
Hbm .so soon as^ the Ddce bf Argyle was 
so condescending as to take them into 
band. I wiU usk you no questions abottf 
them, because his Qrace, who is most coa- 
siderate and prudent in-^uch matter^j in- 
tends to tdl me all that you ken y<M]rself» 
detoy and doubtless k great deal moi3e$ so 
that any thing that may lie heavily on your 
mind may be imparted to me in the mean- 
time, as you see it is his Grace's pleasure 
tihat I should be made acquainted with 
the whole matter forthwith, and whether 
you or he telb it, will make no dii&ience 
in die world, ye kem If I ken what he is 
going to say beforeliandy I will be muck 
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smreiEtadj fea j^»« nijr advice, rad wbef^er 
-yoaor he teU me aioovitit, canmKt taoeh 
signify after dl. my dear. Sb yoii may jost 
i^y wlttKtever you iike^ only mtBd I ask you 
jQO (|iie8ti0]is afooul iU** ' 

Jeanie was a little embarrassed. Ske 
tium^ht that the comnxraicaliien she had 
tor madfie was : perhape the only meaas tAm 
mig^t fatavte: in her power to gratify btr 
friendly aiid hoapstable kifiswomaB. Bkit 
her pcDdence tnstaofcly suggested iJtut her 
tecret interview wkb Queen Caroline,. which 
seemed: io pass under a^certsnn sort of mys- 
tery, was not a proper subject for the goa^ 
sip of a wtimasi like Mrs Gkis^ of whose 
heart die had a mud) bett^ opinion than 
of her prodenoe. She^ tberefiore, answered 
in general^ that the Dnke had had the ex- 
tcaordtnaiy kmdneas to marke very partkiriar 
el^quirtes into her lister's bad afiktr, and tfaat 
be tho\ight he had found the means of put- 
tjng it a! straight agara, but that he propo- 
sed to tell aU .that be tihonght aboHt te 
matter to Mits Glass heraella 



This didiiiofe:^ui(e.8s^tiify ^.peoietfitm^ 
Ififttwaft of the TbiBtie. S^ur^htiig m bcff 
own ftfuall nappee^ ihfi, in ^ite of her pror 
mise, m^d.ieaiitie nkitfa 8^ furUiieir qiKe^ 
tions. '^ Had she ht^ tk' that, time «l Aiv 
gyle-house? Was the Duke with her the 
whoi? time i and bad she seen the Duchess? 
and had she 5f^n the young ladies— ailu 
specially Lady Caroline Campbell ?'— To 
these questions Jeanie gave the general re- 
ply, that she knew so little of the town that 
she could not tell exactly where she had 
been ; that she had not seen the Duchec?^ 
to her knowledge ; that she had seen two 
ladies, one of whom she understood bore 
the name of Caroline } and mori^, she saidy 
she could not tell about the matter. 

<* It would be the Duke's eldest daugh- 
ter, Lady Caroline Campbell— there is no 
doubt of that," said Mrs Glass ; <« but» 
doubtless, I shall know more particularly 
through his Grace. — And so, as the cloth 
is laid in the little parlour above stairs, and 
it is past three o'clock, for I have been wait- 
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ing this hour for yoti, and I baJve had a snapk 
knyself, and, as they used to %Ay in Scotland 
ifi my time — I da not ken if the wojrd. be 
Use4 now-^—tbere is ill taking hetw^n a 
full bod^ and afastuog.'^ I - t 
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CHAPTER IL 

HeBven first sent letters to spme wretch's aid*- 
Some tNiiiisiied lover, or some captive maid. 

Pont* 

Bt dint of unwonted labour with the peiif 
Jeanie Deaos contrived to indite» and giire 
to the charge of the postman on the ensu^ 
ing da^i no less than three letters, nn exer- 
tion altogether strange to her habits ; inso- 
much iOi that, if milk had been plenty, she 
would rather have .made thrice as many 
Dunlop cheeses. The first of thenfi was 
very brief It was addressed . to George 
Staunton, Esq. at the Rectory, Willing* 
ham, by Grantham ; the address being 
part of the information which she had ex- 
tracted from the communicative peasant 
^fao rode before her to Stamford* It was 
in these words :— 



33t VAIilS OF MY IiAaOILORB* 

" Sir, 
** To prevent farder mischieves, whereof 
there hath been enough, comes these : Sir,. 
I have my lister's pardon from the Queen's 
Majesty, whereof, I do not doubt, you will 
be glad, having had to say naut of matters 
whereof you know the purport/ Sd, sir, I 
pray for your better welfare in bodie and 
soul, and that it will please the fisycian to 
^sit y!(bli hi His good time; Alwaies, sir, I 
ft^yaii woiil nwtt oome again to see my 
Mrter, whereof there has been too much. 
Axid BOf wishing you no evij, but even your 
best> good, that yoa may be turned from 
ytbur rniqoity, (f6r why suld ye die ?) I rest 
fmxr hucntole servant to cofnmand. Ye kgm 

The next letter wais to her &ther. It h 
loo long*. alt<:^ti^r for insertioD, so we on^ 
ly giii^ a few extracts. It commenced-— 

^* DeareiBt and truly honaur^dFather, 
<* This comes with my duty to inCbrm 



yon, Ibaft it lits {ricaied <3od tonA&miiSkat 
eaptivitie of my fioor sister, in nspeet the 
Qiieen'9 blessed Majetty, for whom we are 
ever hmmd to pri^, hath redeemed her soul 
fiodm the slayer, granting the nmsom of ber^ 
whiHL is ane ptvdoa m reprieve. Ami I 
q[K^e with (die Queen £ice to face, and yet 
Uw i &r fibe is not Auckle differing froni^ 
Other grand Icddtes, safkig thirt; she hath a 
itsUely ptesencet and eea Ukt a Uue hunt, 
as' hawklmrhiUi pitA thron* and thnou' me 
KIk « Hiidsfad cfa^rkt^AiK] all this good was^ 
iLway iHider the ^Sareat Giver, to whom all 
sfo bat instrai(»eets, wrought forth fw us 
\n tile .Duk of Argile, wha is ane native 
Miet-heairted Seatssnsin, and not piridefiii', 
]^ eth^ folks we ken ot^««-and likewise 
akeelyeiMm in bestial, whereof be has pnn 
imsed to gi^ me twa Devonshire kye, of 
which he is enamoured, although 1 do sdH 
baud by the real hawkit Airshire breed-^ 
and I bave promised him a cheese ; and I 
wad wuss ye^ if Oowanst the brockit cow^ 
bw • (lWJj$ that she suld auok her ill of 
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miik, as I am giveta:to understand Ke baM* 
ooneHpf that breed, and is not scornful bat 
will take a thing frae a puir body^ that it may 
lighten their heart of the loading of* debt 
that they awe him. Also bis Honour the 
Duke will accept ane of our Dunlc^ cheeses, 
and it sail be my faut if a better was ever 
yearned in Lowden."<«-[Here follow some 
observations respecting the breed of cattle, 
and the produce of the dairy, whkh it ia 
our intention to forward to the Board of 
Agriculture.}— **' Nevertheless, these are but 
matters of the after-harvest in respect of 
the great good which Providence hath gift» 
ed us with — and, in especial, poor Effie's 
life. And O, my dear father, since it hath 
pleased God to be merciful to her, let her 
not want your free pardon, whilk will make 
her meet to be ane vessel of grace, and also 
a comfort to your ain graie hairs. Dear 
father, will ye let the Laird ken that we 
have had friends strangely raised up to us, 
and that the talent whilk he lent me will be 
thankfully repaid. I hae some ^f it to the 

6 
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ibre^ and the rest of it is not knotted up 
in ane purse or napkin, but in ane wee bit 
paper, as is the fashion heir, whilk I am as- 
sured is gude for the siller. And, dear fa* 
tber^ through Mr Butler's means I had gude 
fnendship with the Duke, for their had been 
kindness between their forbears in the auld 
taroublesome time bye- past* And Mrs Glass 
faas been kind like my very mother. She 
has a braw house here, and lives bien and 
warm, wi' twa servant lasses, and a man and 
a calbmt in the shop. And she is to send 
you doun a pound of het hie-dried, and 
some other tobaka, and we maun think of 
some propine for her, since h^r kindness 
hath been great. And the Duk is to send 
the pardun doun by an express messenger, 
in respect that I canna travel sae fast ; and 
I am to come doun wi' twa of his Honour's 
servant^-— that is, John Archibald, a decent 
dderly gentleman, that says he has seen you 
lang syne when ye were buying besists in 
the west frae the Laird of Aughtermuggi- 
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ti&--but maybe ye winna mind him — onjr^ 
way, he's a civil man — and Mrs Dolly Dut- 
toUf that is to be dairy-maid at Inverara ; 
and they bring ^ me on as far. as Glasgow 
whilk will make it nae pinch to win hame, 
whilk I desire of all things. May the Giver 
of all good things keep ye in your outgauns^ 
a^nd incomings, whereof devoutly prayetii* 
your loving dauter, 

" Jban Dzass.*^ 

The third letter was to Butler, and it»^ 
tenor as follows : — 

» ■ * 

<^ MASTBa Butler. 
^* Sir, — It will be pleasure to you to ken, 
that all I came for is, thanks be to God, 
weel dune and to the gude end, and that 
your forbeai's letter was right welcome to 
the Duke of Argile, and that he wrote your* 
name down with a kylevine pen in a leathern 
book, whereby it seems like he will do for. 
you either wi' a scule or a kirk ; he has. 
enow of baith, as I am assured. Aod I have 
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sfecftt the^ueen, which gave me a hussy case 
out of her own hand. She had not her crown 
and skeptre, but they are laid bye for her, 
like the bairns' best claise, to be worn when 
she needs them. And they are keepit in a 
tour, whilk is not. like the tour of Libber- 
ton, nor yet Graigmillar, but mair like to the 
Castell of Edinburgh, if the buildings were 
taen and set tJown in the midst of the Nor*. 
Loch. Also the Queen was very bounteous, 
giving me a paper worth fiftie pounds, as I 
am assured, to pay tny expences here and 
back agen-^Sae, Master Butler, as we were 
aye neebours bairn^s, forbye oiiy thing else 
that may hae been spoken between us, I 
trust you wintia skrimp yoursell for what is 
needfu* for your health, since it signifies not 
muckle whilk o' us has the siller, if the other 
wants it. And mind this is no meant to baud 
ye to ony thing whilk ye wad rather forget, 
if ye suld get a charge of a kirk or a scule, 
as above said. Only I hope it will be a scule, 
and not a kirk, because of these difficulties 
anent aiths and patronages, whilk might 
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gang ill doun wi' my hoQest father. Only 
if ye could cotnpas a harmonious call frae 
the parish of Skreegh-me-dead, as ye anes 
had hope of^ I trow it wad please him weel^ 
since I hae heard him say, that the root of 
the matter was mair deeply hafted in that 
wild muirland parish than in the Canogate 
of Edinburgh. I wish I had whaten books 
ye wanted, Mr Butler, for they hae haill 
houses of them here, and they are obliged 
to set sum out in the street, whilk are sauld 
cheap, doubtless, to get them out of the 
weather. It is a muckle place^ and I hae 
seen sae muckle of it, that my poor head 
turns round— And ye ken langsyne I am 
nae great pen-woman-^and it is near eleven 
o'clock o' the night. I am cumming down 
in good company, andsafe — and I had trou- 
bles ingaun up, whilk makes me biyther of 
travelling wi' kend folk. My cousin,. Mrs 
Glass, has a braw house here, but a' thing 
is sae poisoned wi' snufiT, that I am like to 
be scomfished whiles. But what signifies 
these things, in comparison of the great de- 
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liverance whilk has been vouchsafed to my 
father's house^ in whilk you, as our auld and 
dear well-wisher, will, I dout not, rejoice 
and be exceedingly glad. And I am, dear 
Mr Butler, your sincere well-wisher in tem- 
poral and eternal things, 

" J. D.*' 

After these labours of an unwonted kind, 
Jeanie retired to her bed, yet scarce could 
sleep a few minutes together, so often was 
she awakened by the heart*stirrtng consci- 
ousness (^ her sister^ safety, and so power- 
fully urgied to' deposit h^r burthen of joy, 
wfam'e she had before laid her doubts and 
sorrows, in the warm and sincere exercises 
of devotion. 

All the next, and all the succeeding day, 
Mrs Glass fidgetted about her shop in tlie 
agony of expectation, like a pea (to use a 
vulgar simile which her profession renders 
appropriate,) upon one of her own tobacco- 
pipes. With the third morning came the 
expected coach, with four servants cluster- 
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ed behind on the foot-board, in dark-brown 
and yellow liveries ; the -Duke in person, 
' wkh laced coat, gold- beaded cant, star and 
garter, all, as the story- book sjays, very 
grand. . 

He enquired for his little countrywoman 
at Mrs Glass, but without requesting to 
see her, probably because he was unwilling 
.to give an appearance of personal inter- 
course betwixt them, which sca^idal tnight 
have misinterpreted. **The Queen,** he s^iid 
to Mrs Glassy ^ had taken the case of her 
kinswoman into her gracious considerationt 
and being specially mOved by the affec- 
tionate and' resolute character of the elder 
sister, bad condescended to use her power* 
ful intercession with his Majesty, in conge- 
quence of which a pardon had been dis- 
patched to Scotland to EfBe Deans, on con- 
dition of her banishing herself forth of Scot- 
land for fourteen years. The king's advo- 
cate had insisted," he said, " upon this qua- 
lification of the pardon, having pointed out 
to his JViajesty.'s ministeri^ that witbia tlie- 



THE HEART OF MID-LOrHIAN. SI 

course of only seven years, twenty-one in- 
stances of child murther had occurred in 
Scotland.*' 

" Weary on him !"" said Mrs GIuss, " what 
for needed he to have telled that of his ain 
country, and to the English folk abune a' ? 
I used aye to think the advocate a donee 
decent man, but it is an ill bird — begging 
your Grace's pardon for speaking of such 
a coorse bye-word. And then what is the 
poor lassie to do in a foreign land ? — Why, 
waes me, its just sending her to play the 
same pranks ower again, out of sight or 
guidance of her friends." 

" Pooh ! pooh !" said the Duke, " that 
need not be anticipated. Why, she may 
come up to London, or she may go over to 
America, and marry well for all that is come 
and gone." . 

•* In troth, and so she may, as your 
Grace is pleased to intimate," replied Mrs 
Glass ; *• and now 1 think upon it, there is 
my old Correspondent in Virginia, Ephraim 
Buckskin, that has supplied the Thistle this 
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forty years with tobacco, and it is not a lit- 
tle that serves our turn, and he has been 
writing to me this ten years to send hiqi 
out a wife. The carle is not above sixty, 
and hale and hearty, and well to pass in the 
world, and a line from my hand would set- 
tle the matter, and Effie Deans^s misfortune 
(fprbye that there is no special occasion to 
speak about it) would be thought little of 
there.** 

•* Is idie a pretty girl ?*' said the Ikike^ 
^< her sister does not get beyond a good 
comely sonsy lass.*' 

«« Oh^ far prettier ia Effie than Jeanie/* 
said Mrs Glass; «*^ though it is long since 
I saw her mysell, but I hear of the Deanses 
by all my Lowden friends when they come— 
your Grace kens we Scots are clannish bo- 
dies." 

« So much the better for us,** said the 
Duke, " and the worse for those who med- 
dle with us, as your good old-fashioned 
Scots sign says, Mrs Glass. And now I 
hope you will approve of the measures 
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I have taken lor restoring y#ur kinswoman 
to her friends" Tbesehe detailed at length, 
and Mrs Glass gave her unqualified appro- 
bation, with a smile and a curtsey at every 
sentence* ^' And now, Mrs Glass, you 
must tell Jeanie, I hope she will not forget 
my cheese when she/gets down to Scotland* 
Archibald has my orders to arrange* all her 
expences." 

<< Begging your Grace's humble pardon," 
said Mrs Glass, ^* it's a pity to trouble your* 
self about them ; the Deansas are wealthy 
people in their way; and the lass lias money 
in her pocket" 

*« That's all very true,'* said the Duke j 
'< but you know where MacCallumtnore 
travels he pays all ; it is our highland pri- 
Til^e to take from all what ii;^ want, and 
to give ta all what ^y want.'* 

" Your Grac^^s better at giving than 
tidi^iqgi" said Airs ^lass. 

*« To shew you the contrary," said the 
Puke, **I will fiU my box out of this cannister 
without paying you a bawbee }" and again 

B 2 
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desiring to be»remembered to Jeahiei with 
his good wishes for her safe journey, he de- 
parted, leaving Mrs Glass uplifted in heart 
and in countenance, the proudest and hap- 
piest of tobacco and snuff deafers. 

Reflectively, his Grace's good humour 
and affability h&d a favourable efiect upon 
Jean te's situation. Her kinswoman, though 
civil and kind to her, had acquired too 
much of London breeding to be perfectly 
satisfied with her cousiri's rustic and natioiK 
kl dress, and was, besides,; something scan^ 
daliz^ at the cause of her journey to Lon^ 
don. Mrs Glass might, therefore, have been 
fess sedulous in her attentions towards Jea- 
nie, but for the interest which the foremost 
of* tlie Scottish nobles (for such, in all men'a 
estimation, was the Duke of Argyle) seemed 
to take in her fate. Now, however, as a 
kinswoman whose virtues and domestic af- 
fections had attracted the notice and ap-* 
probation of rdyalty itselfi Jeanie stood' to 
her relative in a light very different and 
much more favourable, and was not only 
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treated with kindness, but with actual obt. 
s^rvance and respect. 

It depended upon herself alone to have 
iQade as many visits, and seen as many 
sights, as lay within Mrs Glass's power 
to compass. But, excepting that she dined 
abroad with one or two " far-away kins- 
folk/' and that she paid the same respect, 
on Mrs Glass's strong urgency, to Mrs De^ 
puty Dabby, wife of the Worshipful Mr 
Deputy Dabby, of Farringdon Without, 
she did not avail herself of the apportuni* 
ty. As Mrs Dabby was the second lady of 
great rank whom Jeanie had seen in Lon^ 
don, she used sometimes aflterwaids totdravv 
a parallel betwi&t her and the Queen, in 
which she observed, that " Mrs Dabby 
was dressed twice as grand, and was twice 
^. big,. and spoke twice as loud, and tvvice 
aa ipMckle as the Queen did, biit she hadna 
the same gpss-hawk glance that makes the 
skin creep, and the kneq bend ; and though 
she had very kindly gifted her with a loaf 
qf sugarr and twa punds of tea, yet she had- 
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fia a'thegether the sweet look that the Queeii 
had when she put the needle* book into her 
hand*'^ 

Jeanie might have enjoyed the sights and 
novelties of this great city more, had it not 
been for the qualification added to her sis- 
ter's pardon^ which greatly grieved her af- 
fectionate disposition. On this subject, how- 
ever, her mind was somewhat relieved by a 
letter which she received in return of post^ 
in answer to that which she. had written to 
her father. With his affectionate blessings 
it brought his fuU approbation of the step 
which she had taken, as one inspired by 
the immediate dictates of Heaven, and 
which she had been thrust upon in order 
that she might becon;ie the means of sale«> 
ty to a perishing household. 

« If ever a deUverance was dear and pre^ 
eious, this," said the letter^ ^' is a dear and 
precious deliverauce*-*and if life saved can 
be made morp sweet and savoury, it is when 
it cometh by the bands of those whom we 
hold in the ties of affection. And do not 
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let your heart be disquieted within yoit, 
th£it this victim, who is rescued from the 
horns of the altar, whereuntil she was fast 
bound by the chains of human law, is now 
to be driven beyond the bounds of our 
land. Scotland is a blessed land to those 
who love the ordinances of Christianity, and 
it is a faer land to took upon, and dear to 
them who have dwelt in it a' their days; and 
weel said that judicious Christianj worthy 
John Livingstone, a sailor in Borrowstoun* 
cess, as the &mous Patrick Walker reportetb 
hit words, that howbeit he thought Scotland 
was aGehennah of wickedness when he was 
at home, yet, when he was abroad, he ac* 
counted it ane paradise; for the evils of Scot* 
land he found every where, and the good 
of Scotland he found no where. But we 
are to hold in remembrance that Scotland, 
though it be our native land^ and the land 
of our fathers, is not like Goshen, in Egypt, 
on whilk the sun of the heavens and of the 
gospel shineth ailenarly, and leaveth thqrest 

4 . . 
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of the world in utter darkness. Therefore, 
and also because this increase, of profit at 
SaintLeonard's Crags, may be a cauld waff of 
wind blawing from the frozen land of earthly 
self, where never plant of grace took root 
or grew, and because my concerns make 
me take something ower muckle a grip of 
the gear of the warld in mine arms, I receive 
this dispensation anent Effie as a call to 
depart outof Haran, as righteous Abraham 
of old, and leave my father's kindred and 
my mother's house, and the ashes and mould 
of them who have gone to sleep before me^ 
and which wait to be mingled with these auld 
crazed bones of mine own. And my heart la 
lightened to do this, when I call to mind the 
decay of active and earnest religion in thii» 
land, and survey the height and the depths 
the length and the breadth of national defec- 
tions, and how the love of many is waxing 
lukewarm and cold ; and I am strengthened 
inthisresolutionto change my domicile, like- 
wise, as t hear that store-farms are to be set at 
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an easy mail in Northumberland, where there 
are many precious souls that are of our true, 
though suffering persuasion. And sic part of 
the kye or stock as I judge it fit to keep, may 
be driven thither without incommodity — ^say 
about Wooler, or that gate — keeping aye 
a shouther to the hills, and the rest may be 
sauld to gude profit and advantage, if we 
had grace Wee) to use and guide these gifls 
of the warld. The Laird has been a true 
friend oh our unhappy occasions, and 1 have 
paid him back the siller for Effie's misfor^ 
tune, whereof Mr Nichel Novit returned 
him no balance, as the Laird and I did ex- 
pect he wad hae done. But law licks up a^ 
as the common folks say. — I have had the 
siller to borrow out of sax purses. Mr Sad- 
dletree advised to give the Laird of Louns^ 
beck a charge on his band for a thousand 
merks. But I hae nae broo' of charges^ 
since that awfu^ morning that a tout of ai 
hor-n, at the cross of Edinburgh, blew half 
the faithtu* ministers of Scotland out of 
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their pulpits. — However I sail raise an adju- 
dication, whilk Mr Saddletree says corner 
instead of the auld apprisings, and will not 
lose weel-won gear with the like of him if 
it may be helped. As for the Queen, and 
the credit that she hath done to a poor 
man^s daughter, and the mercy and the 
grace ye found with her, I can only pray 
for her weel-being here and hereafter, for 
the establishment of her house now and for 
ever, upon the throne of these kingdoais» 
I doubt not but what you told her Majesty^ 
that I was the same David Deans of whom 
there was a sport at the Revolution when 
I noited thegither the heads of twa false 
prophets, these ungracious Graces the pre^ 
lates, as they stood on the Hie- street, after 
being expelled from the Convention-parlia- 
ment. The Duke of Argyle is a noble and 
true-hearted nobleman, who pleads the 
cause of the poor, and those who have none 
to help them ; verily his reward shall not be 
lacking unto him. I have been writing of 
xpany things, but not of that whilk lies 
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nearest inine beart. I have seen the mis* 
guided thing } she will be .at freedom the 
morn, on enacted cautioa that she ^U 
leave Scotland in four we^s. Her mind 
is in an evil frame, — casting her eye backp 
ward on £gypt, I doubt, as if the bitter 
waters of the wilderness were harder to 
endure than the brick furnaces, by -the 
aide of which there were savoury flesh-pots» 
I need not bid you ma|^& haste down, for 
jou are^ ^excepting aiwa^s:my Groat Mas- 
ter, ipy only cpmfort in these straightsfk 
I charge you to withdraw your feet frotA 
.the delusion of that Vanity-fair in whilt: 
ye are a sojourner, and not U> go to their 
worship, whilkis an ill mumbled ma$s, as iit 
was weel termedtby James the Sext, though 
he afterwards, with his unhappy son, strove 
t« bring it ower back and belly into his na- 
tive kingdom, wherethrough their race have 
^been cut off as foam upoc^the water, andsball 
be as wanderers among the nations— «see 
the prophecies of Ho^ea, ninth and seveo* 
teenth, and the same, tenth and seventh. 
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But us and our house, let us say witH the 
same prophet ; « Let us return to the 
Lordi for he hath torn and he will heal 
us — He hath smitten^ and he will bind us 
up/' 

He proceeded to say, that he approved 
of her proposed mode of returning by Glas- 
gow, and entered into sundry minute par- 
ticulars not necessary to be quoted. A 
single line in the letter, but not the least 
frequently read by the party to whom it 
was addressed, intimated, that *^ Reubeiii 
'Butler had been as a son to him in his sor- 
rows.^' As David Deans scarce ever men* 
tioned Butler before, without some gibe, 
more or less direct, either at his carnal 
gifts and learning, or at his grandfather^ 
heresy, Jeanie drew a good omen from no 
such qualifying clause being added to this 
sentence respecting him. 

A lover's hope resembles the bean in the 
nursery tale, — let it once take root, and it 
•will grow so rapidly, that in the course of 
a few fafours the giant Imagination builds a 
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castle on the top, and by and bye comes 
Disappointment with the ** curtal axe," and 
hews dawnbotkthe plant and the siipeistnio- 
ture. Jeanie's fancy, though not the most 
powerful of her faculties^ was lively enough 
to transport her to a wild farm in Northum- 
berland, well stocked with milk-cows^ yield 
beasts and sheep ; a meeting-house hard by, 
frequented by serious presbyterians, who 
had united in a harmonious call to Reuben 
Butler to be their spiritual guide ; — EfBe 
restored, not to gaiety, but to cheerfulness 
at least ; — their father, with bis grey hairs 
smoothed down, and spectacles on his nose; 
-^-herself, with the maiden snood exchan* 
ged for a matron's curch — all arranged in 
a pew in the said meeting-house, listening 
to words of devotion, rendered sweeter and 
more powerful by the affectionate ties which 
combined them with the preacher. She 
cherished such visions from day to day, un- 
til her residence in London began to be- 
come unsupportable and tedious to her, 
and it was with no ordinary satisfactioa 
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that she received a summons from Argyle 
house, requiring her in two days to be pre- 
pared to join their northward party^ 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Ooe was a female, who had grievouB.iII 
Wrought in revengey and she enjoyed it still ; 
Sullen she waB, and threatening ; in her eye 
Glared the stern triumph that she dated to die. 

CRABB& 

The summons of preparation arrived af- 
ter Jeanie Deans had resided in the metro- 
polis about three weeks. 

On the morning appointed she took a 
grateful farewell of Mrs 61ass» as that good 
woman's attention to her particularly re-, 
quired, placed herself and lier moveable 
goods, which purchases and presents had 
greatly increased, in a hackney* coach, and 
jcfined her travelling companions in the 
housekeeper's apartment at Argyle house. 
While the ci^rriage was getting ready, she 
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was informed that the Duke wished to 
speak with her ; and being ushered into a 
splendid saloon, she was surprised to find 
that he wished to present her to his lady 
and daughters. 

*^ I bring ydu my little .countrywoman, 
Duchess," these were the words of the in* 
troduction ; >** With an army of young fel- 
lows, as gallant and steady as she is, and a 
good cause, I would notii^r two. to one.** 

" Ah, papa !" said a lively young lady, 
about twelve years old, " remember you 
were full one to two at Sherifi^muir, and 
yet," (singing the well known ballad)—-. 

^ Some say that we wan^ ancl some say that they War^ 
And some say that nane wan at a'^ man ; 

But of ae thing I'm sure, that on Sheriff-muir 
A battle there was that I saw^ man/' 

" What, little Mary turned Tory on ray 
hands? — This will be fine news for our 
countrywoman to carry down to Scotland !'* 

^ We may all turn tories for the thanks 



THB «,]f«ART or MID..LOTHIAK. 47 ' 

w6 have gotten <fdr'remaitiing whigs,** said 
tbe second yoang lady. 

« Well, hold your peace, you discontent-' 
ed monkies, and go dress your babies ; and 
as for the Bob of Dumblane, 

" If it wasna weel bobbit. weel bobbit. weel bobbifi. 
If it wasna wed bobbit, we^ll bobb it again.*' 

" Fkpa's wit is running low,** said Lady 
Mary; ^ the poor gentleman is repeating 
himself — he sang that on ^e field of battle, 
when he was told the Highlanders had cut 
his left wing to pieces with their day- 
raores.'' 

A pull by the hair was the repartee to 
this sally. 

" Ah ! brave Highlanders and bright 
claymores," said the Duke, ** well do I 
wish them, < for a' the ill they hae done 
me yet,' as the song goes. — Bat come, mad- 
caps, say a civil word to your countrywo- 
man — I wish you had half her canny hame- 
ly sense ; I think you may be as leal and 
true-hearted," 

10 



Tbe Puebess ad vam^edy and, in few worddy 
in which there was aa^iniadi kindhean^as ci» 
vility, assured Jeanxe of the respect which 
she had for a character so aflfectiofiate, and 
yet so firm, aod added, ** When you get 
home, you will perhaps hear from me/* 

<« And from me/' •* And from me.*' 
*« And from me, Jeanie,'* added the young 
iadied oAe after the other, ^< for you are ^ 
credit to the land we love so well/^ 

Jeanie, overpowered with these unex- 
pected compHments, and hot aware that 
the Duke's inveistigation had made him ac- 
quainted with her behayour on her sister's 
trial» could only answer by blushing, and 
curtseying round and around, and< uttering 
at intervals, ** Mbny thanks! mony thanks!" 

•♦ Jeanie," said the Duke, ** yoH must 
have dMh mC dorrachf or you will be un- 
able to travel." 

There was a salver with cake and wine 
on the table. He took up a glass, drank 
<Ho all. true hearts, that lo'ed Scotland,'* 
and offered a glass to his guest. 



Jttilie^lMrtifev^^ry dedkifNl it» «ayiiig» ^ that . 
flhe iiiid nev«r tMk^ wine ia ker life,? 

•« Htow 4IMMW jAAli iwohr said the 
Duke»m^ WiO«ittalce|0i gbid the heart, you 
knowiff 

. ^ Ay, vki bttt my iilih^r it like Jew 
tiie son of Rechab» who charged hi^ chil- 
dieo'thii Ibeyr sbcHilcl driiik no mn6/^ 

^ l)thmight^i|rrlii|;ber would have had. 
WMn^miEm/* «4u4^4he Dulv, f^ ualess,^ in- 
deed^ 'he prffSKntbmndyp But^ however, 
leaaie^jif yoii w$ not ^dkii^k^ you must eaf^ 
to save the character of my house." 

Heilmirt Qpoii4|^r^|a^ piece of cake^ 
nor ^oulil he peariait^h^r to Inreak off a |ra|^ 
menb,*aiidiayih« rest on the salver. << Put 
iiki y^Aur fMQcAb jJ^^Qie/' ifsaid he ; /^yQif 
wiU. fae gladi^ltibei^e you; see 3t (^Hes'a 
steeple. • I wisdh torheay^n I were to; see it 
•8 soon as youj: and .90 my best 3ervjk:e to 
•U .my friaidi at ^amd fsbmt Aju^l. {teekie^ 
and a Uithe joutiniQy lio yoy.*^ 
. AndysiniauAg liie fr^i^Hiew^f a soldier 
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with his natural affability, he shook hands 
with his protegee, and committed her to 
the charge of Ardhibald» satierfled that he 
had provided sufficiently for her being at- 
tended to by his domestics, from tHe un-' 
usual attention with which he had himiAstf 
treated her. 

Accordin^y, hi the coiirsi^ of her jour- 
ney, she found both her companions disj^o- 
sed tb pay her every possible Attention, m 
that her return, in point iof ease and sale^, 
ibrmed a strong contrast to her journey td 
London.' : . : * 

Her heart also was disbtirthened of the 
weight of grief, shame, apprehension, imd 
.fear, which had loaded her before her inter* 
flew with the Queen at Richmond. : But 
the human mind is so strangely capricious; 
that, when frefed from the presi^ure of real 
misery, it becomes open and sensitive to 
the apprdiefnsion of ideal calamities. She 
was now much disturbed in iqind, that she 
had heard nothing from Revben Btftlef, to 
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whom the pi^ei^on of writang was sa much 
m^r^ familWr than it was to herself. _ ' 
<< I^ vmlfji l^aye cost him sae little fash,^ 
die said tp lierp^lf } ^^Vfor I hac; seen his pen^ 
g^g. a^ fyfA ower the paper, as ever it did 
fweir t\i9,M^K when it was in the grey 
goose's win^« Waes me ! maybe he may 
b^ ba41]DrrJiwt then my fiE^ther wad likely 
hae said something dbout it-— Or maybe he 
Viay hue tfCen the rue, and kens na hofw ta 
^ sae wpt of ^ change of mind« He 
iiee^na be s^t m.iickle fash about it,"«-H3h« 
wetit QUt drawing herself up» though the^ 
tear of honest pride and injured afieqtioii 
gathefj;!^ in her eyer as she entertained the 
9lj^|^ipn>— 7^* Jeanie Deans Is no t^e las9 
tp|4>u' Jum by the sleeve,^ or put him in 
pipd ofja^fit he wishes to forget. I shall 
3|Kish ^im weetand happy a' the same i and 
^' l^^ has jthe luck to get a kirk in <mr coun* 
^p I sail gang and hear him just the very 
a^mci . to . show that 1 bear nae malice.^ 
^nd as she iinagined the scen^^ the tear 
stole over Hex eye. /<v3I£: ^ 
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' In these inelimdibfy Reveries, JttiniefaaC 
full time to indulge herself; fbr her travdy 
ling cofnpanibnsv servants in a distinguishisd 
and fashionaUe fafniily»*had, of course, many 
Ibpica of conversation, in i^hith it ^Mis ab* 
solutely imposrifole' Gibe Could • have eifebeir 
pleasure or portion. She had, therefore^ 
idl)undant leisure fiM* refiectfon, -and ev^ti 
Ibr sel&tormenting, during the several dayi 
1?hibh, indulging tfie young horses which 
the Duke ^as sending down to the North 
irith -^i^cieiit ease and «hm-t stages^ they 
^ceupied ill ireAchiBg the vicinity of \Gai^ 
Bsle. 

In approaching the vicinity of that an? 
dent city, th^ discerned « consideraUe 
crowd upOii an emiiieiice at a little df»> 
tanee^rom the high roatd^ and learned frotn 
aome passengers .who were gathering tp^ 
'#aMl8 that busy seenefroni the south virard^, 
that the<^ause of'the concourse waft, the 
kudable puUit idesbre ^ to see a domnefl 
«eot«h Witch «nd thief get half of her dte 
upo' Haribee-broo' yon4er,^forriie waroniy 



§i aiotvet W dieap pnV' 

M Dear Mr AtfhHialdy*' laid the damf 
Hf the daily dect^ <* I never seed a womaii 
hangad in a^ my life^ and only iliur mm^ 
aa made a goodly ^etacle,'^ 

Mr Archibald^ however, was a Scotch^ 
aiaii, and proimwd himself no, eEuherant 
pleasure m seeing Ins: co«obtyw0ipei> WSh 
dergo ^^ the temble behests of law*"* HOff^ 
over, be. was a man crfisepse and deK^^My 
in his way, and the lale eifcamstaoc^s of 
beanie's family^ with the oausc^ of her ex- 
fiedition to London, were not- unknoivn.to 
to bun ; so that he aiiswemd dri^, i| W96 imr 
postSble to slop, as he must be wrly 0^ 
Carlisle on some bustness of the Ouke'4^ 
and he acctordkigly bid the postiUipns gtt 



The TbSL& at thak time fiass^ tababout 
a quarter <rf*a inile\s distance Irdm tbk emir 
nence, called. Haribee or Harabeefbrow^ 
Mdcb, though it is very mod^ate in: sim 
and beig^:isi^ettbekesssee& ijrom,a great 
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distftnice around, owing to the flatness of 
the country through which the Eden flows; 
Here many an outlaw, and border-ridcfr of 
i>oth kingdoms, had Wavered in the wind 
during the^ wars, and scarce less hostile 
truces between the two countries. Upoft 
HarabeC) in latter dap, other eieecutions had 
taken place with as little ceremony as coto^ 
passion J for these frontier provinces remain- 
ed long unsettled, and even at the time of 
mrhich we write, were ruder than these ia 
the centre of England. 

The postillions drove on, wheeling, as 
the Penrith road led them, round the verge 
of the rising ground. Yet still the eyes of 
Mrs Dolly' Dutton, which, with the head 
and substantial person to which they be^ 
longed, were all turned towards the scene 
of action, could discern plainly the out* 
line of the gallows-tree, relieved . against 
the clear sky, the daik shade formed by the 
persons of the executioner ^nd the crimi*. 
nal upon the light rounds Of the tall aerial 
ladder, until one of the okgect9» launched 
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kito tiw aifi 9ftve.ii]i«<|kiivQoal sigDS aCn^or- 
telagony,. though appearing in the distanc^e 
fiot larger than 41 spidef dependant at the 
extreoiity oC bis invisible thread, while the 
leBMimng form descended from its deva* 
ted situation* and regained with all speed 
an undistinguished place among the crowd. 
This >tcarminaU6n of the tragic scene dre^ 
lisTth of: course a squall fromr Mrs Dutton. 
and Jeanie» with instinctive curiosity, turn- 
ed her hcftd in the same difiectionr. 

The »ght of a female ciilpdt in. the lict 
of undergoing the fatal punishment from 
which her lieloved »ster bad been m reijeni- 
]y rescued, was too much, not perhaps for 
her nervQs, bub for her min^ and fedingp. 
She turned, her head to the other aide of 
Ae carriage, with a sensation of sickness, of 
Ic^thing, and of Stinting. Her fema}e con)- 
panion overwhelmed her with questions, 
with proffers of assistance, with requests thyt 
4i» carriag^mlght be sf opped<-*diat a doctor 
m^H &tehdd<-^hat df^ps mighi be got^ 
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ten-^tbafc btorttt 'fljMiiMi Md mmUaMk^ 

' fkir water, and hartibonitiiightibeprociiMI, 

aH at once, and without oAt kiiManif a A^kgf. 

Archibald, nacM ^Ito and'Miigiderattiy mi- 

ty desired thie oanriage ' t^ pilflh^ fbrwwit 

and it Was tiM laU tkey bad got' ht^€nadL 

- sight of the fatal tpeotacte, tiiat, leeHii^ liie 

deadfjr jpoiletieifa of Jeanie^' <»fiiieiitnafice» 

He iitopped the eai^age, ' afid^ jum|iiii|^ iftx 

ihimself, w^ikt in seaittb of the ntdslf db* 

vious and' moftt 'camfy prMumd' of mn 

Bufttoifd frfifaniiaeopttia^-^ 4ra^g)it^ nam^* 

'ly, of fresh water. 

' While^AreliibaldwM^ai)*eM)M'tKiS|^^ 
' natured pi^ce of aerviee, datamingf ttte 
dftclies whkh produced nothing but mvA^ 
and itiinking upon the thousand^ biibMii^ 
springlets of his own ttOontidiilSi ^e atten- 
dants ort the exe(!iiiti<tti begsHi to pass the 
stationary vehide in their way back tfo 
€ailisde. 

Frotoi iSieir balf4ieai^^ and liaKundetw 
stood words. Jeanie. ^ 



I t 



iWrcitQtitiifiljF xivettcd by tlieiii^ an fliat oi 
ehildrea is bf gfaoit stoiitt, though 'tiMgr 
Jnnaw tiie pdn n^th which th^ wUl after* 
wardatemember Ihanit Jeaaie» 1 8liy» codld 
diactta tbst the pmaeot vidka <if the hir 
had died 490Me». aa it tatemed b)( Aaae mi- 
fortuoateat thadiSyaalleiiy reddeBs^addioi 
peatlei]^ ottthte feariiig Giidy aikriegai^d- 
iog man* , ? 

^* A a^rawoifi^ and a douti^'' said oiais 
€a|infairuaii peasant, as he datter^d by.id 
his wooden. bfiaguesy with, a aoiBe ddi^e Abe 
^tnun^iii^.of a<dniy*horse. 

<« She has gone to ho master, ilriQi ho!8 

Hanie m hnmax^^ aa^d another ; :^! £Biame 

the country should be hanied wt*. Scotdi 

.4pitdieSiandeJBtetcb,faatohea tiut^ffM^^nt 

I a§y ha^g and df own.'* ' 

M. Aj^ ^ ajf i Gaffior ^tampi . ;teke aiwlf 

yealdoQ, take awa' low-«-hang the ^uRitohy 

and theiB. will: 1^ last acathc^ amaai^ius; 

.mynt 0waaa>hae baen::nckiii» tlusi>4J#p- 
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<^ And nmie bairns haebeea aiftrng^tfoa, 
men,'' replied hia neight>our. > 

<< Siienee wi* your fule tonguesi ye 

. ehufles,*^ said a& did wMtian, who hobUed 

pasttheair^s^ th^ stood talking sear the 

carriage; *< this was . nae" witch» but a 

bhudy fingered thief and nuirthefesa.'* -- 

« Ay ?: was it e'ra ^sae^ DaJiiie'H«aehii{i.^' 
said one m a civil tone, und stepping otifrof 
im place to let the old* Jwoaaan pass .along 
( thelbot»path*<-**^Nayt ypuknow best^sare-^ 
';bttt atiotiy fate, inse/hae kf^ tint a Scoliof 
her, and that's a>;lfaiBg btttar hMit thati 
:fottnd.** / 

H . . The old woiman paused on witftoHt mak- 
•ing any answer.. 

' ^^Ay^ayrOeig^rtxNv/'saidGaflfer'Trampt 
** seest thou hovit one witch .wilt spasik 
'ibr t'o^r ?<r**Seo«s of'£i^liab» the same ta 
ihem/^ ' 

: ^'jHki ooBipankm shoofellis ' liead9> asadte- 
pted lit tbel same subdved iitMe^ ^ . Ay, 
ay, when 9 Sark-foot wife gets on <faar 
broonutticky thedap^of Ailooby are ready 
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td^lfMUm^jadt as sore as flie l^e ynitd gangs 

o' the btib, 

■ •• . • •• • • 

if ShkMnr faMb s ciqp^ . . 
Critf^ wit» fall wed of that 

• 

^€tt tholi IJmi diagtetf i(^ yon hi^it body 

>i8Ba. as n^ a witcK as ha ?" . 

^ I faaQoa deajrly,?' retowi^d the felk>w« 

«^hBt the. folk aie: qpeakipig o? .iwimroing 

vher i' the £daii/' A«d tfaey f9fi$ed on 

vtheirijMiveral loadsi after wtshuigeach other 
good moming. / 

'* . JwA n Ihe clowMtrleft the place, and as 
Mr Arebibald returned wUh some fair water, 
/ft'croird o£ bo}»$ andiglrls, aid some of the 
Umttf rabbie of nuNre aaature age, came up 

'.fiooi 'ihe pbce;.,o£ eseeutkHi, grouptog 
themselves with many a yell of delight 
ai^Mwiia taU i£eaMkl £mtaastl6ally'dressedt 

vwho vaa^daatiQg>»/ie^«g, md bounding 
in the midft of theflau A h<»rnble recollec- 
tion ytepaed on Jeank i^tabe looked oa 
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eence was mutual, for by a 8ud4c» «3iertUm 
of great strength and agility* Madge Wild- 
fire broke out of the- Miy eifcle of tor* 
mentors who suirdiund^ het, and cling^i^ 
fast to the door of the calash, uttered, in a 
sound' betwiart laughter and screaniiigt 
^ Ell, dye ken, Jeaaie Deam^ they li«e 
hangit our mother?^ Then sudimly cfaang* 
ing her tone to tfaal oP the most piteous en* 
treaty, she sdded, <« O gar them let me 
gang to cut heir down l-Utet me but cut her 
down !*^he ts my oiolher, H she was waor 
than the deil, and she'll be nae mair Iech* 
speckle than half^hangit Maggie Dickson, 
that cried saut inoDy« day aadr sbe htfd^beea 
hangit ; her vi^ice was roupis and hoarse^ 
and her neck was ^j^ wee agee^ or ye wad 
hae kend nae odds on her fine ony -other 
saut*wife/' 

Mr Archibald, embntasked by the«sad» 
woman's cliogii^g tn the osfriage, and de-^ 
taining around them her noisy tod miscfafo- 
vovtp afet^daats^ ¥»$ alltfaiS' whfle looking 



«tLfer »^igtrt^e>€f liw^e, to whom he 

MJglit^oiBmtljttieiw^itttiwUecrmk^ Bat 

•MtmgmiMch peiMNi of autharity yhe and^i- 

fwmd toliMmtk her h<4d from the camnget 

^t ^e^v ttigte e9c«fie^£rom her by driving 

M. Tliai»h0WC¥er»eoirid hw dly bei^ 

. nithrMii jMWwi ^dnye .x^ wMfooej Midge 

held fi»t, and renewed her frantieentrtattes 

•ttf he penwiied to out down her oothen 

•^It waa^bul »lefl|iMny Mm lost,'* she 9aid» 

^ and "vvliat' VM t^ womUd^a lifef 

< l^heie cmnt'wpf hawwm$ a^paroel Af savage 

1 tatiringfeMowBy buftGiiara and graaiers cbid^ 

• i^i a a w ng^hotecattle there had been of kte 

a very general and fatal disteinper» whioh 

Iheir ^8dom Miputed to witchcraft. They 

Iftid/videat iisnda oa Madge* and tore her 

ipoB Ifae Qrindage^ exdaiaaing^^ What, 

doest atop folk o' kis^ highway ^ Hast no 

( done fldjiehief enow ahreadyt wi' tky mar- 

i;diiv and tfajr witcteriagsT* 

: •: K« Oh JeaaieDaani^eame* Deans (r«K- 

: aiaiaaed «b» p«ar ^iMuiiaet *\ufn my asO* 
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thert and I will take ye to4he InttPprekeffs 
house again,--*aiid I wiH teaeh ye a' my 
bonnie sangs, — and I will tell ye wliat came 

o* the ** The rest of her entreaties wefe 

drowned in the shouts of the rabble. - 

«< Save her» for Gtod's sake{--^^Te htr 
firom those people!" tndaimed Jeimie tb 
Archibald* 

^ She is mad» but quite innocent ; she 
is mad, gentlemen,'' said Archibald ; <*-db 
not use her ill, take her before the Mayort* 

•• Ay, ay, we'se: Ime'care enow on her,** 
answered one <^ the IdJows ; ^ gang tfaiia 

thy gat^ many and mind tbioe own mat- 
tem.'' ' 

^ He's a Sc6t by his tMague,'\said.an* 
other; ^ and an' he will cofloe oiit*o' lis 
whirligig there, I'se gie him his tarlan plaid 
fu^' o* bmbfloi banes." 

;. It was. clear nothii^ couhl.be dett» to 
rescue Madge, and Archihald, . who waa a 
oidtt of humanity, could only bid the pm* 
tittions hurry on to Carlisle, tiiat he mig^t 
obtain some assistance to the unfortunate 



wtoaa« Astiiey^broveioffttheylieiQl.the 
hoarse rov with wliidi the mob pcefiKse 
acts of riot or cruelty, yet even above timt 
deep and dire note, they could discern the 
screams of the unfortunate . vtekim. Tbt^ 
were soon out of. hearing of the cries, but 
had no sooner entered the streets of Cue- 
Udei, than Archibaldf at Jeanie's earnest and 
urgent, entreatyt went to a magistrate, to 
atate the crudty which was likely td be.ex- 
erdsed.on this unhi^y creature. t 

. In about an hour and a.half he returned 
and reported to Jeanie, thi^ the m^stmte 
had very readily gcMie in person, with jome 
assistants, to the rescue of the unfortunate 
woman, :aad;duit he tod himself accoitf pa- 
nted him' ; that when they came to the mud- 
€^>poc4, in which the mob were ducking 
her, accwding to their &vourite mode 4if 
;pumshme0tr the ^magistcate sucmeded in 
rieseutng; hec iiom thetr* hands, but in a 
•state 0f liniseasibaMy, owing ta> the. cruel 
;iiealment. which: : she had received& He 
^addedi thtat he bad^seem her catried to the 

5 
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vPOikflKMifley and usdesstood that she had 
baen^roi^ht to heraetf, and was e^fieeted 
to do wdU 

'This last averment was a digbt alter*, 
ifon in poiot of fact, for Madge Wildfire 
was not expected to survive the i treatment 
abe had received ; btit Jeanie seemed so 
'much agitstied, that Mr Archibald did 9Qt 
think it prudent to t^ her the worst at 
once. Indeed ahe appeared so ftittered and 
disordered ixy this alarming incident^ that» 
'sithoikgh it had been their jntentiiHi to. pro- 
ceed to Xongtown that evenings her com-i 
paniona judged it most advisable to pass 
Ihe night at Carlisle* 

This was particolarl^ agceeable to Jeanie, 
wiio tesolved, if possible* to procure an in- 
lerview with Madge l^Udfiise. Conuepting 
•ome of her wild flights with the narr^ttw 
^ George Staunton, ^e was unwilUng to 
oaiit the oppottumtjr of extracting :from 
her/ H possiblai some inlformalaoh oonoeAi- 
jdg the fivte of that uiitortonaite in&itt 
whid^liad'CDSt her sister iadetoi Her ae« 



ifoniitafice: mth the disordwed stftte ^ 
poor 'Mbdge^s mindf did not permit her to 
cfaerifh miidi hopethirt sbe cxiukl aoquim 
from her any useful inteUigeQce $ but thei|> 
tmce Madge's mothCT' had suffered heir df» 
aerts^ and waasileikt for ever^ it was hqr 

» 

nAj chance of obtainiog anor kkid of in- 
,§ahmidaBi and aha waaloth to lose the op- 
iportuBity* . 

9ihe coloured her wish to Mr ArchiliaU^ 
by saying, thiit she had seeki Madge immtt^ 
ly, and wished to know, as a matter of hii- 
flihiiityt how she /v^as attended. founder her 
) present misfortunes. That compliisaiit per* 
«to immediately went to^ the work-house, or 
hospitalt in which he had seen the sudferer 
lodged, and brought back for reply, that 
ihe medical attendants positively forbade 
her seeing any one. Wh&A the application 
Iw admittance waa repeated next day, Mr 
Archibald waa mformed that she^had been 
irety quiet and composed, insomuch tliat 
ASK dergytnaui who acted as chaplain to the 
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establishment, tlioaghi it eKpedieal to M«fi 
prayers beside ber bed^ but that her mmif 
deritig fit of imnd had reUtiriied won aftar 
bis departure } lM>weyer) her couBtrfwoman 
might dee her if she chose it. She was 
Bot expected to live above an hour or tuco. 
* Jeanie had no sooner received this infer- 
Elation, thanr she hastened to the iKOspitalt 
her companions attending her. They found 
the dying person in a lai^ge ward, where 
there were ten beds^ of which the patient's 
was the only one occupied. 

Madge was singing when they eqtered^^ 
tinging her own wild snatehes of songs ai»i 
obsolete airs, with a voice no longer ovfer* 
strained by fidse spirits, but softened, sad- 
dened» and subdued by bodily exhawstion. 
She was still insane, but was no longer i^le 
to express her wandering ideas in the wild 
notes of her former state of exalted iaa^ 
gination. There was death in the plaib- 
ttVe tones of her voice, which yet, ^in this 
moderated and melancholy mood^had soiri»- 



tiling of the lUlHog soifl^ wifeh which s 
mother sitigs her infant «deep. A^Jeamt 
Httitef«d^ ^bei httaird first libe «i0» «nd then 
i pkrt df the ehoru)^ and- wordt oC wha^ had 
iMeen^'^erhap^ the song of a joUy hamfeafti' 

nOuie* 

- - • • , 

The 09od]iian wipes his weary Ihtow,, 
. The UbX long waia wends slow away, 
And we are free to sport and play. 

♦ • ■ 

*^ Tbe night^ comes on when sets the suib 
' Atid labour ends when day is dbne. 

When Autudni*4i'gone and Wintier's ;tbmt^ > c 
' We hold our jovial harrest-Jionie." 

Jeanie advanced to the bed-side when the 
strain was finished^ and addressed Madge 
by her name. But it produced no sy mp- 
toms of reeoUection. On the contrary » the 
patient, like one pcovd^d by intemiptioD, 
changed her posture, and catted out, with 
an impatient tone, *< Nurse — nurse, turn 
my face to thb wa% that I may never an^ 



'It . , mamarfW mt i^^^mim^. .• 

mair of 1 wicked wetldt'^ . 
^ . The. at^ndast an the ho(|)itflil armqged 
her m herbed a8flbede9tred| with her fao^ 
tb'the waQ^ aod her back tio the iight. So 
aoon as she was quiet in this new po^tkw^ 
she began again to sing in the same low 
and modulated iilxains». aa if isbe ^W9$ reco*^ 
vering the state of abstraetioh whicb the 
interruption of her viiiitants had disturbed. 
Hie strain, howjever, was difl^rentt and ra- 
ther r^s^mbl^d the music of the Methodist 
bymnsy though the measuve^if the, fi0f|g waa 
finiiliu^ to thai of :iiie^ feimaarft ... 

« 

<* Wheo tbe fight of grace is lbiight|<iM 
Whea the marriage vesl is wrougbt^^* 
When Faith hath chased cbld Doubt away. 
And Hope but sickens at delay^-^ 
Whet» Charity, imprisoned here» ' 
Longs for s| more expanded qphere^ 

, Doff thy robes of iiA and 0I17; 

; C3iristiap^ na^ ani oomo away." 

* * * * • 

The strata was aoleoui and affeeting^ 8|» 



tained as it was by the pathetio warble <€ g 
voice which had natura&y been a fifve imei 
attd which weakness^ if it dimiii»hM* ita 
power, had improved in softness. Arekibaldg 
though a follower of the court^and therefore 
a poco^ci]fatite4)y prc^essioDf waaeofiftisedg 
if not affiscted ; the dairy-maid binbbered ; 
and Jeanie felt the tears rise spontaneously 
to her eyes. Even the nurse, accustomed 
to aQ moddi tii which ^the-sj^irit; eta >pas8^ 
seemed' considerabfly «flfeeted» 

The patient was evidently grovving weak- 
er, as was intimated by an apparent difficult 
ty of breathing, which seized her from time 
to time, and by the utterance of low listless 
moans, intimating that nature was succum^ 
Jbing in the last conflict. But the spirit 
of melody, which must originally have so 
strongly possessed, this unfortunate young 
woman, seemedt at every int^ryi^ Qf ease, 
to triumph over her pais aod rweakness. 
And it was ^remaikabfo, that tlierts could 
always be traced ini hex songfi 8t>mething 
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»ppropriate» though perb^ only obliquely 
or collaterally so, to her present situation* 
Her next seemed to be the fragment of 
^Kirne old ballad z 

^ Cimld is my bed. Lord Ardiibald, 

And sad my sleep of sorrow ; 
But thine sail be as sad and cauld» . 

My fause true*loTe ! tO'-morrov. 

m 

** And weep ye BOt» my maidens free, 
Though death your mistress borrow ; 

For he for whom I die to-day. 
Shall die for me to-morrow.-' 

Again she changed the tune to one wild- 
er, less monotonous and less regular. But 
of the words only a fragment or two could 
be collected by those who listened to this 
singular scene. 

* » . 

*■ Proud Maisie is in the wood| * 

Walking so early; 
Sweet Robin sits on the bus^, 
so rarely. 
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-« « Tdl tae» ihott boaoybifd, 
- When shall I B^arry me ?»— - 
^ When six braw gentlemen . 
Kirkward shall carry ye/ 



^ * Who makes the bridal bed^ 

Birdie, say truly ?' 
^The gray-headed sexton 

That delves the grave duly/ 



^ The glow-worm o'er grave and stone 

Shall light thee steady ; 
The owl from the steeple sing, 

* Welcomet proud lady/ " 

Her voice died away with the last notes, 
and she fell into a slumber, from which the 
experienced attendant assured them, that 
she would never awake at all, or only in the 
deatii-agony. 

Her first prophecy was true. The poor 
maniac parted with existence, without again 
uttering a sound of any kind. But our tra- 
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velleni did not wftness iJMs cataistrophe. 
They left tlie hospital to soon as Jeanie 
had satisfied herself that no elucidation of 
her sistei's mbfortunes was to be hoped! 
from the dying person^ ^ 
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Wilt thou go on with me ? 
The moon Is bright, the sea is calm, 
And I know well the ooeaa^paths. 

Thou wilt go on with me. 

ThaMa. 



»« • 



The fatigue and agitation of these vari- 
ous scenes kad agitated Jeanie so much, 
notwithstanding her robust strength of cbn- 
stitutioBy that Archibald judged it neces- 
sary that she should have a day's repose at 
the village of Longtown. It "was in vain 
&at Jeanie herself protested against any 
delay. The Duke of Argyle*s man of con- 
fidence was 5f course consequential i and 
as he had been bred to the medical profes- 
sion in his youth, (at least he used this ex« 

voii. iV* -^ » 
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pression to descnbe his having, thirty years 
before, pounded for six months in the nior« 
tar of old Mungo Mangelman, the surgeon 
at Greenock), he was obstinate whenever a 
matter of health was in question. 

In this case he discovered febrile symp- 
toms, and having once made a happy ap- 
plication of that learned phrase to Jeanie's 
case, all farther resistance became in vain ; 
and she was glad to acquiesce, and even to 
go to bed, and drink water-gruel, in order 
that she might possess her soul in quiet, 
and without interrixption. 

l^r Archibald was equally attentive in 
another particular. He observed that the 
execution of the old woman, and the mi- 
serable fate of her daughter, seemed to 
have ma(Ie a more powerful effect upon 
Jeanie's ihind, than the usual feelings <Qf 
humanity might naturally have beenea^ 
pected to occasion* Yet she was obvious- 
ly a strong-minded, sensible young woman, 
and in no respect subject to nervous affi^- 

tions ; and therefore ArchibaId»-lK[i(^ ig- 

3 
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nprant of any special connectioa between 
^is master's protegee and these unfortunate 
persons, excepting that she had seen Madge 
formerly in Scotland, naturally imputed the 
strong impression these events had made 
upon her, to ber associating them with the 
unhappy circumstances in which her sister 
had so latelv stood. He became anxious, 
therefore, to prevent any thing occurring 
which might recal these associations to 
Jeanie's mind. 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of 
exercising this precaution. A pedlar brought 
to Longtown that evening, amongst qther 
wares, a large broadside-shqet, giving an 
account of the *' Last Speech and Execu- 
tion of Margaret Murdockson, and of the 
barbarous Murder of her Daughter, Magda- 
lene or Madge Murdockson, called Madge 
Wildfire ; and of her pious Conversation 
with his Reverence Arch-deacon Fleming j" 
which authentic publication had apparent- 
iy taken place on the day they lefl Carlisle^ 
and being an article of a nature peculiarly 
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acceptable to such country-folks as were 
within j^iearing of the transaction, the i£i« 
nerant bibliopolist had forthwith added 
them to his stock in trade. He found a 
merchant sooner than he expected} for 
Archibald, much applauding his own pm* 
dence, purchased the whole lot for two 
shillings and ninepence ; and the pedlar, 
delighted with the profit of such a whole- 
sale transaction, instantly returned to Car- 
lisle to supply himself with more. 

The considerate Mr Archibald was about 
to commit his whole purchase to the flames, 
but it was rescued by the yet more consi- 
derate dairy-damsel, who said, very prudent* 
ly, it was a pity to waste so much paper, 
which might cr^pe hair, pin up bonnets, 
and serve many other useful purposes ; and 
who promised to put the parcel into her 
own trunk, and keep it carefully out of the 
sight of Mrs Jeanie Deans : *« Though by 
the hye she had no great notion of folks 
being so very nice. Mrs Deans might have 
had enough to think about the gallows all 
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this time to endure a sight of it, without all 
this to do about it" 

Archibald reminded the dame of the 
dairy of the Duke's very particular charge, 
that they should be attentive and civil to' 
Jeanie ; as also they were to part company 
soon, and consequently would not be doom- 
ed to observing any one^s health or temper 
during the rest of the journey. With which 
answer Mrs Dolly Dutton was obliged to 
hold herself satisfied. 

On the morning they resumed their jour- 
ney, and prosecuted it successfully, travel- 
ling through Dumfries-shire and part of 
Lanarkshire, until they arrived at the small ' 
town of Rutberglen, within about four 
miles of Glasgow, Here an express brought ' 
letters to Archibald from the principal agent 
of the Duke of Argyle in Edinburgh. 

He said nothing of their contents that 
evening} but when they were seated in 
the carriage the next day, the faithful squire 
iitformed Jeanie, that he had received direc- 
tions from the Duke's factor, to whom hia 



\ 



78; . TALES OP MY LAKBLOIUX 

Grace had recommended him to carryher, if 
she had no objection, for a stage or two be* 
yohd Glasgow. Some temporary caqseft of 
discontent had occasioned tumults in that 
City and the neighbourhood, which Wfould 
render it unadviseable for Mrs JeanieDeans 
to travel alone and unprotected betwixt that 
city and Edinburgh ; whereas by going for- 
ward a little farther, they would meet one 
of his Grace's suh-factors, who was coming 
down from the Highlands to Edinburgh 
with his wife, and under whose charge she 
might journey with comfort and in safety*. 
Jeanie remonstrated against this ar- 
rangement. ^ She had been lang,*^ she 
said, '^ frae hame— her father and her 
sister behoved to be very anxious to see 
her~there were other friends she had that 
werena weel- in health* She was wilKng to 
pay for man and horse at Glasgow, and 
surely naebody wad middle wi' sae harm* 
less and feckless a creature as she was.— ^ 
She was muckle obliged by the offer ; but 
never hunted deer langed for its. resting- 



place, as I do to find mys^. at Saint Leo^ 
nardV 

The groom of the chambers exchanged a 
look with his female companion, which seem 
ed so full of meaning, that Jeanie scream**: 
ed . alotid-t-*< O Mr Archibaid<^Mrs Dot* 
ton, if ye Jken of <^ny thing tl^at has hap^ 
pened at Saint Leonard's, fqr God's sake^-r* 
for pity's sake, tell me, and dinna keep me 
in suspense !" 

^^ I really know nothing, Mrs Deans,'' 
said the groom of the chamber. . 
, " And t— I-»-*I am sure, 1 knows as little^" , 
said the dan\e of the dairy, while sortie com*' 
munication seemed to tremble on her lips, 
which, at a glance of Archibald's eye, she 
appeared to swallow down, and compressed 
her lips therealler into a state of extreme 
and. vigilant firmness, as if she had been 
afraid of its bolting out before she was 

aware« 

« 

Jeanie saw that there was to be some- 
thing concealed from her, and it was only 
the repeated assurances of Archibald that 
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h^rfltheT^-^her sister^— all her friends were, 
so far as he knew, well and happy, that at 
ail pacified her alarm. From such respect- 
able people as those with wh(Hti she travel* 
led, she could apprehend no harm, and yet 
his distress was so obvious, that Archibald, 
as a last resource, pulled out, and put into 
her hand, a slip of paper, on which these 
woifd^ were 'Written :— 

■ 

" Jeanib Deans — You will do me a favour 
by going with Archibald and my feniale^ 
dbn^^tic a dny's journey beyond- Glasgow, 
a^ aiding them t\6 questions, which will 
greatly oblige your friend, 

« Argile &r Greenwich.'' 

Ahhbugh ;this laconio epistle, from a 
noblentan to whom she was bound by such 
inestimable obligations, silenced all Jeanie's 
objections to the proposed route, it rather 
added to than diminished the eagerness of 
her curiosity. The proceeding to Glasgow, 
seemed now no longer to be an object with 
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her fellow travellers. On the contrary, they 
kept the left band side of the river Clyde, 
and travelled through a thousand beautiful 
and changing views down the side of that 
noble stream, till ceasing to hold its inland 
character, it began to assume that of a na- 
vigable river. 

" Yoii are not for gaun intill Glasgow ., 
then S" said Jeanie, as she observed that 
the drivers made no motion for inclining 
their horses heads towards the ancient 
bridge which was then the only mode of ac- 
cess to St Mungo's capital. 

** No/' replied Archibald j " there is spme 
popular commotion, and as our Duke is in 
opposition to the court, perhaps we might 
be too well received ; or they might take it 
in their heads to remember that the captain 
of Carrick came down upon them with his 
highlandmen in the time of Sl^awfield's 
mob in 1725, and then we would be too ill 
r.eceived.. And at any rate, it is bei^t for 
i|S, and for me in particular, whp may be 
supposed to possess his G^acq's inind uppi>. 
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many particulars, to leave the good people 
oi the Gorbals to act according to their 
own imaginations, without either provoking 
or encouraging them by my presence." 

To reasoning of such tone and conse- 
quence, Jeaniehad nothing to reply, al- 
though it seemed to her to eontain fully as 
much self-importance as truth. 

The carriage meantime rolled on^ the 
river expanded itself, and gradually assum^ 
ed the dignity of an oestuary, or arm of the 
sea. The influence of the advancing and 
retiring tides, became more and more evi- 
dent, and in the beautiful words of him of 
the laurel wreath, the river waxed 



^' A bronder and a broader stream* 



The Cormorant stands upon its shoals^ 
His black and drfpping wings 
Half opened to the wind." 

*♦ Which way lies Inverary ?'' said Jeanie, 
gaaing on the dusky ocean of Highland 
bills, which now, piled above each other, 
and intersected by many a lake, stretched 
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away on the opposite side of tbe river to 
tiie northward* <^ Is yon high castle the 
Di&e's hoose r 

«' That, Mrs Deans ?-p^Lud hdp thee," 
repliecl Archibald, *^ that's the old Castle 
of Duqfibarton, the strongest place in Eu^- 
rope, be the other what it may. Sir Wil< 
liam Wallace was governor of it in the old 
wars with the English, and his Grace is 
governor just now. It is always entrusted 
to the best man in Scotland.'' 

<< And does the Duke lire on that high 
rock, then ?* demanded Jeanie. 

** N05 no, he has his deputy-governor, 
who commands in his absence; he lives in 
the white house you see at the bottom of 
the rock--*-His Gi^ce does not live there 
himself."* 

<^ I think not indeed/' said the dairy- wo- 
man, upon whose mind the road, since they 
had Idft Dutnfries, had made no very fa- 
vourable impression ; ^* for if he did, he 
might go whistle for a dairy* woman, an' he 
were the only duke in England. I did not 



ledve thy pkee atad ixny. friends^ to c^ffie 
dawa to see cows starve to <}eath upott 
hills as they be at that pig-stye of £tfkifcfQt» 
ajs you cull it, Mif Arcbibdd, or to be perch-- 
e4 up oh the top of a rock, like a squirrel 
m his'cage^ bung out of ^ three pair' of 
stair^s window.*'^ . ^ 

Irrwardly chuckling that these syoiptoms 
of recalcitratiiOii ha(l not taken place until 
t&e fair malcontent was, as he mentally 
termed it, under his thum.b, Archibald 
eoolJy replied^ **^ Th^t;tbe hi]ls were none 
of his makings »dr did i he kncxw hpw %0 
inaend them ; but as to lodging,. they wpuJd 
soon be in a house of the Duke's in a very 
pteasant island called Roseneath, where^ 
they went to wait for i^ippSsg to takle theia 
to Inverary, and would meet the cotflpany 
with ^bom Jeanie was lo return to Edin- 
burgh/*^ 

V Anisland?'' said Jeanie^ yfho in. th^- 
^H^urse of her various and adventurous tra-/ 
vels had never cpit;ted tenra firma, ^' then I 
am doubting we maun gang in ane of these 



boati ; tbey loc& uncio sma^ and the waves 
are sometiiing foughf aqd"-~ 

«♦ Mr Afcbtbald/* said Mrs Dutton, «? I 
will n6t cmsjent to it ; I waa never engaged 
to leave tbe eoii.ntry» and I desire you wiU^ 
bid the boyis drive round by the other way 
to the Duke^s house/' 

<^ There is a safe pinnace b^loi^ing to 
his Gmce» ma'anij close by 9^ replied Arcbi* 
bald, '* and you need be under no appre* 
hensions whatsoever.** 

,^ Bpt I am under apprehensions,** said 
the dan)9el ; ^^ and I insist upon going round 
by land, Mr Aiehibald^ were it ten milea 
about/* 

^^ I am soriry I cannot oblige you, xna^ 
dam, as Roseneath happens to be aa 
i^land.*^ _ ^ 

" If it were tenisknds,'* said the incen- 
sed dame, " that's no reason why I should 
be drowned in goiti^ over, the s^asf to it/*' 
: V No reaso^n why; you sboojd be dyown-' 
ed, certainly .i»a'am,'', answered the unpQr{ 
v^d groom of the chambers^ " but an admi- 
rable goddon^ why you cannot proceed to it 
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by land." And, fixed his master's mandates 
to perform, he pointed with his hand, and 
the drivers, turning off the high-road, pro- 
ceeded towards a small hamlet of fishing^ 
huts, where a shallop, somewhat more gaily 
decorated than any which they had yet seen, 
having a flag which displayed a boar Vhead, 
crested with a ducal coronet, waited with 
two or three seamen, and as many High- 
landers. 

The carriage stopped, and the men be- 
gan to unyoke their horses, while Mr Ar- 
chibald gravely superintended the removal 
of the baggage from the carriage to the lit- 
tle vessel. ^* Has the Caroline been long 
arrived ?" said Archibald to one of the sea* 
man. 

^^ She has been here in five days from 
Liverpool, and she's lying down at Green- 
ock," answered the fellow. * 

^< Let the horses and carnage go down 
to Greenock then," said Archibald, *• and 

be embarked there for Inverary when I 

* 

send notice — they may stand in my cousin's, 
Duncan Archibald the stabler^. — Ladies,'* 

L 
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be added, " I hope you will get yourselves 
ready, we must not lose the tide.'' 

*« Mrs Deans," said the Cowslip of Inve- 
rary, ".you may do as you please-^but 1 
will sit here all night, rather than go into 
that there painted egg-shell — Fellow — fel- 
low" (this was addressed to a Highlander 
who was lifting a travelling truhk) ** that 
trunk is mine^ and that there band-box, 
and that pillion mail, and those seven bun- 
dles, and the paper bag, and if you venture 
to touch one of them, it shall be at your 
peril.'* 

Tlie Celt kept his eye fixed on the speak- 
[ er, then turned his head towards Archi- 
bald, and receiving no countervailing sig- 
nal, he shouldered the portmanteau, and 
without farther notice of the distressed 
damsel, or paying any attention ^o remon* 
strances, which probably he did not under- 
stand, and would certainly have equally 
disregarded whether he understood them 
or not, moved off with Mrs Button's wear- 
ables, and deposited the trunk containing 
them safely in the boat» 
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The baggage being stowed in safety, 
Mr Archibald handed Jeanie out of the 
carriage^ and, not without some tremor on 
her part, she was transported through the 
surf and placed in the boat. He then offer* 
ed the same civility to his fellow servant, 
but she was resolute in her refusal to quit 
the carriage, in which she now remained in 
splitarystate,threateningallconcernedor un- 
concerned with actions for wages and board- 
wages, damages and expences, and num« 
bering on her fingers the gowns and other 
habiliments, from which she seemed in the 
act of being separated for ever. Mr Archi- 
bald did not give himself the trouble pf 
making many remonstrances, which, in- 
deed, seemed only to aggravate the damb- 
sel's indignation, but spoke two or three 
words to the Highlanders in Gaelic ; and 
the wily mountaineers, approaching the car- 
riage cautiously, and without giving the 
slightest intimation of their intention, at 
once seized the recusant so effectually fast 
that she could neither resist nor struggle^ 



and hoisting her on their shoulders in near- 
ly an hori2;ontarpo8ture» rushed down with 
her to the beach, and through the fiurf, and^ 
with no otlier inconvenience than ruffling 
her garments a little, deposited her in the 
boat ; but in a state Of surprise, mor« 
tification, and terror at her sudden trans- 
portation, which rendered her absolutely 
mute for two or three minutes. The men 
jumped in tliemselves ; one tall fellow re« 
maitied till he had pi?shed off the boat, and 
then tumbled in upon his companions; 
They took their oars and began to pull from 
the shore, then spread their sail, and drove 
merrily across the firth. 

" You Scotch villain,** said the infuriated 
damsel to Afchibald, *< how dare you use 
a periBon like me in this way ?" 

<^ Madam,'' said Archibald, with infinite 
composure, '* it's high time you should know 
you are in the Duke's country, and that 
there is not one of these fellows, but would 
throw you out of the boat as readily as in* 
to it, if such were his Grace's pleasure." 
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.- •* Tk^u the Lord have mercy on me !'* said 
Mrs Dutton, " If I had had any on myself» 
I would never have engaged with you/' 

<< Jt's sopt^ething of the latent to think of 
that :now, Mrs Dutton^" said Archibald ; 
V hut I asaure you, you will find the High* 
lands have their pleasures. You will have 
a dozeji of cow^milkers under your own 
autiiority at. Inverary, and you may throw 
any of them into the lake, if you have a mind, 
for the Duke's head people are almost as 
great as himself." 

' << This is a strange business^ to be sure» 
Hr Archibald/' said the lady ; ^* but I sup- 
pose I must make the best on't. — Are you 
sure the boat will not sink? it leans terribly 
to one side, in my poor mind." 

<< Fear nothing," said Mr Archibald, ta« 
king a most important pinch of snuff; 
•* this same ferry on Clyde knows us very 
well, or we know it, which is all the same ; 
no fear of any of our people meeting with 
any accident. We should have crossed 
from the opposite shore, but for the dis- 
turbances at Glasgow, which made it im- 



THE HEART OF MID-LOTHlAN. ^1 

prbpcr f6r his Grace's people to pass through 
the city.'* 

"Are you not afeard, Mrs Deans," said the 
dairy-vestal, addressing Jeanie, who sat, not 
in the most comfortable state oPmind, by the 
side of Archibald, who himself managed the 
helm ; — " Are you not afeard of these wild 
men with their naked knees, and of this 
nut-shell of a thing, that seems bobbing up 
and down like a skimming dish in a milk 
paU r 

•< No — no— madam," answered Jeanie, 
With some hesitation, " I am not feared ; 
for I hae seen Hielandmen before, though I 
never was sae near them ; and for the dan- 
ger of the deep waters, I trust there is a 
Providence by sea as well as by land." 

" Well," said Mrs Dutton, «« it is a beau- 
tiful thing to have learned to write and 
read, for one can always say such fine words 
whatever should befall them." 

Archibald, rejoicing in the impression 
which his vigorous measure had made upon 
the intractable dairy-maid, now applied him. 
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self^ as a sensible and good-natured man, jto 
secure by fair means the ascendancy which 
he had obtained by $ome wholesome vio- 
lence ; apd he succeeded so well in repre- 
senting to her the idle nature of her fears, 
aiul the impossibility of leaving her upon 
the beach, enthroned in an empty carriage^ 
t|iat the good , underatapding of the party 
W9S completely revived ere they landed at 
I^oseneatb* 
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CHAPTER V. 

— Did Fortune guide. 
Or rather Destiny, our bark, to which . 
We could iqppoint no port, to this blest place i 

Flstchsr. 



Th£ islands in the Firth of Clyde, whidi 
the daily passage of so many smoke-pen. 
noned steam-boats now renders so easily ac- 
cessible, were, in our fathers' times, seclu- 
ded spots, frequented by no travdlers, and 
few visitants of any kind. They are of ex- 
quisite, yet varied beauty. Arran, a moun- 
tainous region, or Alpine island, abounds 
with the grandest and most romantic sce- 
nery. Bute is of a softer and more wood- 
land character. ^ The Cumrays, as if to exhi- 
bit a contrast to both, are green, level, and 
bare, forming the links of a £Ott of natural 
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bar, which is drawn along the mouth of the 
Firth, leaving large intervals, however, of 
ocean. Roseneath, a smaller isle, lies much 
higher up the Firth, and towards its western 
sholre, near the opening of the lake called 
the Gare-Locb, and not far from Loch 
Long and Loch> Scant, or the Holy-Loch, 
which wind from the mountains of the west* 
ern Highlands to join the oestuary of the 
Clyde* 

In these isles the severe frost winds, which 
tyrannize over the vegetable creation du- 
ring a Scottish spring, are comparatively 
little felt; nor, excepting the gigantic 
strength of Arran, are they much exposed 
to the Atlantic storms,^ lying land-locked 
and protected to the westward by the shores 
of Ayrshire* Accordingly, the weeping- 
willow, the weeping-birch, and other tree? 
of early and pendulous shoots, flourish in 
these favoured recesses in a degree un- 
known in our eastern districts ; and the air 
is also said to possess that mildness which 
is favourable to consumptive cases. 
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Tbe picturesque beauty of the islafid of 
Boseiieath, in particular^ had such recom- 
meadationsi that the Earls and Dukes of 
Airgyle, from an early period, made it their 
oocaisional residence, and had their tempo- 
lary accommodation in a fishing or hunting- 
lodge, which succeeding improvements have 
since transformed into a palace* It was in 
its original simplicity, when the little bark, 
which we left traversing the Firth at the 
Slid of last chapter, was approaching the 
shores of the isle. 

When they touched the landing-place, 
whic^f was partly shrouded by some old 
Jow hut wide-spreading: oak-trees, inter- 
mixed with hazel-bushes^ two or three fi- 
gures were seen as if awaiting their arrival. 
To these Jeanie paid little attention, so that 
itiwas.with a nhock of surprise almost elep- 
tiical, that, upon being carried by the row- 
ers out of the boat to the shore, she was re- 
ceived in the arms of her father ! 

It was too {Wonderful to be believed-^ 
too much like a happy dream to have the 
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' gtsAAt feeiin^v) c£ : jneaiity ^r-Sfae. 
Jierself £rom his plobe and affibctiMiate eiii- 
brace, ^d held hiin at altn'B length to sa- 
tisfy her mind that it was no illusion. But 
the form was indisputable — ^Douce David 
Deans himself^ in his best light-blue Sun- 
day's coaty with broad metal-buttons, and 
waist^cOat and breeches of the same, his . 
strong gramasbes or leggins of thick gr^y 
cloth— the very copper-buckles — ^the broad 
Lowland blue bonnet, thrown back as he 
lifted his eyes to Heaven in speechless gra- 
titude-^the grey locks that straggled from 
beneath it down his weather»beaten <* haf- 
fets"'^^the bald and furrowed forehead-^— 
the clear blue eye, that, undimmed by years, 
gleamed bright and pale from under its 
9bdggy grey pen^house— -the features,usual- 
ly i30 Btem and stoical, now mdted into the 
•unwohted dxpressioa of rapturous joy, af- 
fection, and gratitudes—were all those of 
David Dfeans ; and so happily did they as- 
sort together, that, should I ever agaiti see 
my inends Wflkie pr Allan, I will try to 
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borrow or steal from them a sketch of this 
very scene* 

*« Jeanie — my ain Jeanie— my best — ^my 
maist dutiful bairn — the Lord of Israel be 
thy father, for I am hardly worthy of thee ! 
Thou hast redeemed our captivity— brought 
back the honour of our house — Bless thee, 
my bairn, with mercies promised and pur- 
chased ! — But He has blessed thee in the 
good of which He has made thee the instru- 
ment." 

These words broke from him not with 
out tears, though David was of no melting 
mood. Archibald had, with delicate atten- 
tion, withdrawn the spectators from the in« 
terview, so that the wood and setting sun 
alone were witnesses of the expansion of 
their feelings. 

«« And Effie ?— and Effie, dear father !" 
Mras an interjectional question which Jeanie 
repeatedly threw in among her expressions 
of joyful thankfulness. 

«* Ye will hear — ^ye will hear,'' said Da- 

y\)U IV. B 



vift hastily, and ever and anon renewed bi& 
grateful acknowledgments to Heaven for 
sending Jeanie ^afe down from the land of 
prelatic deadness and schismatic heresy 4 
and had delivered her from the dangers of 
the wayy and the lions that were in the 
path. 

^< And £fSe ?' repeated her a^9tionat« 
sister again and again. '^ Aiul*Htnd?r7-(fain 
would she have said But}er^ but she mo^ 
dified the direct enquiry)-— and Mr and 
Mrs Sadd|etref-^and Dumbiedikes— and 
a* friends ?" 

** A' weel-ra* weej, praise to His name." 

/< And — amd Mr Butler^he.wasna weel 
wljien I ga^ 2|wa' ?" 
. ^ He is quilk mended-— quite weeU' 

" Thank God—but O, dear. father, Ef- 
fie?— Effic?" 

/* Yoii will never see her mair, my bairn,^ 
anawpred Deans in a solemn tone — ^* You 
are the ae and only leaf left now 00 the auld 
tr^jSf^heal be your portion.'' 
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.f^ She is dead L— She is slain!— It hasr 
come ower late T exclaimed Jeanie, wring- 
ing her hands,». 

" No, Jeanije,'^ returned Deans, in the 
sain^e grave melancholy tone. <' $he lives 
in the fleshy and is at fi^eedom from earthly 
restraint, if she were as miach alive in taith> 
and as free from the bonds of Satan/' 

* •« The Lord protect us P' said Jeanie. — 
^^'C^n t|ie unhappy bairn hae left you for 
that villain ?" 

^« It is ower tfuly spoken,'' said Deans-** 

*^ She has left her auld father^ that has wept 

and j^ayed for her — She has left her sister, 

ib;^ travailed and toiled for her like a mo- 

ther^p-^She bas left the bones of her mother, 

aQd the land of her people, and she is ower 

the march wi' ths^t son of Belial-^She has 

made a moonlight flitting of it." He pau« 

sed, for a feelingi betwixt sorrow and strong 

resentment <;hoked his utterance. 

" And wi' that man ? — that fearfu' man ?" 
said Jeanie. ** And she has left us to gang 
aff ^i' bmf'^0 Effie^ Effie, wha could hae 
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thought it, after sic a deliverance as you 
had been gifted wi* !'* 

** She went out from us, my bairn, be- 
cause she was not of us,'* replied David. 
" She is a Withered branch will never bear 
fmit of grace-p-a scape-goat gone forth in» 
to the wilderness of the world, to carry wi* 
her, as I trust, the sins of our little congre- 
gation. The peace of the warW gang wi* 
her, and a better peace when she has the 
grace to turn to it. If she is of His elect- 
ed, His ain hour will come* What would 
her mother have said, that famous and me« 
morable matron, Rebecca M'Naught, whose 
memory is like a flower of sweet savour in 
Newbattle, and a pot of frankincense in 
Lugton ? — But be it sae — let her part— -let 
her gang her gate — let her bite on her aiii 
bridle — The Lord 'kens his time — She was 
the bairn of prayers, and may not prove an 
utter cast^away. But never, Jeanie — never 
more let her name be spoken between you 
and me — She haih paSvsed from us like the 
brook which vanisheth when the summer 
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waxQth warm, as patient Job saith — let her 
pass, aBd be forgotten/' 

There was a melancholy pause ^ which 
followed these expressions. Jeanie would 
&in have asked more circumstances rela- 
ting to her sister^s departure, but the tone 
of her father's prohibition was positive. 
She was about to mention her interview 
with Staunton. at his father's rectory ; but, 
en hastily running over the. particulars in 
ber memory, she thought that, on the whole, 
they were more likely to aggravate than 
diminisl\ his distress of mind. She turned, 
therefore, the discourse from this painful 
subject, resolving to suspend farther enqui- 
ry until she should see Butler, from whom 
she expected to learn, the particulars of her 
sister's elopement. 

But when was she to see Butler ? was a 
quQstioxi she could, not forbear asking her- 
•self, especially while her father, as if eager 
«to escape from the subject of his youngest 
daughter, pointed to the opposite shore of 
Dumbarton- shire, and asking Jeanie '* if it 
werena a pleasant abode i declared to her 
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his intention of removing his earthly taber- 
nacle to that country, in respect he i¥a8 so- 
licited by his Grace the Duke of Argyle^ 
atS one well skilled in country-kbonr, and 
a' that appertained to flocks and herds^ to 
superintend a store-farm, whilk his Oracle 
Jbad ta'en into his ain hand for the improve- 
ment of stock." 

Jennie's heart. Slink witbin^hcar' at ^i8d€- 
claration. ^ She ailowed it was a goodly 
and pleasant land, and sloped b<»mily tb 
the western sun ; and she donbtedna^ that 
the pasture might be very gude» for the 
grass looked green, for as drouthy as the 
weather had been. Bat it was far frfite 
hame, and she thought she wad be ofteti 
thinking on the bonny spots of turfy &ae fa*^ 
of gowans and yellow king-cups^ among 
the Craigs at St Leonard's*'* 

<< Dinna speak on't, Jeanie,*" said her ft- 
ther ; ^^ I wish never to hear it named 
mair — that is, after the rouping is ower, and 
the bills paid. But I brought a^ the bettta 
ower bye that I thought ye wad like best 
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l%are is Go wans, and there's your -afn 
broc^it cow, and the wee hawkit ane. that 
ye ca*d — I needna tell ye how ye ca-d it-*- 
.('but I cduldna bid them sell the creature, 
• though the sight o't may sonietitnes gie us 
a sair heart— ^it's no the poor dumb crea- 
ture's fault— And ane or twat b^asfs mair I 
:'bae reserved, and I caused them to be 
driven before the other beasts, tlmt.ttiQn 
nugbt say, as when the son of Jesse returo- 
edfttmr battle, • This is Djtvid's spoil/ ** > 
Upon^more particular enquiry, Jeanie 
.ifilund ' 9iew occasion to admire the active 
beneficence of her iiiend the Doke of Ar. 
igyle. ' While establishing a- sort of experi- 
'Aeiital &nn on the skirts of his immense 
Highland estates, he had been somewhat at 
^ IbsS' to find a proper person in whom to 
vest the charge of it. The conversation 
Ins Grace had upon country matters with 
Jeanie Deans during their return from 
Riehfiidnd, had impressed him with a be- 
lief tl^t the father, whose experience and 
6iicce»» she so frequently quoted, must be 
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exactly the wrt of person ivfaom he wanted. 
When the condition annexed to Effie's par- 
don rendered it highly probable that David 
Deans would chuse to change his place of 
residence, this idea again occurred to the 
Duke nfore strongly, and as he was an en- 
thusiast equally in agrictilture and in bene- 
volence, he imagined he was serving the 
purposes of both, when 'he wfoteito'tbe 
gentleman in Edinburgh entrusted wiih his 
affiiirsy to enquire into the character of 
David Deans, cow^feeder, and so forth, at 
St Leonard's Crags ; and if he found him 
such as he had been represented, to engage 
him without delay; iknd on the' most liberal 
terms, to superintend his fancy-farm in 
Dumbartonshire. 

The proposal was ifiade to old David bj 
the gentlenmn so commissioned, cm the se« 
cond day after his daughter's pardon had 
reached ErHnbtirgh. His resolution to leave 
St Leonard's had been already formed; 
the honour of an express invitation firom 
the Duke of Arg^le to superintend a de« 
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partment where ^o much skill and ditigenc^e 
ivas required, was in itself extreme!) flatter- 
ing ; and the more so, because honest Da- 
vid, who was not without an excellent opi- 
nion 4)f. his own talents, persuadeil himself 
that, by accepting this charge, he would in 
^ some sort repay the great favour he had re^ 
ceived at the hands of the Argyle family* 
The appointments, including the right of 
suffident grazing for a small stork of his 
own» were amply liberal ; and David's keen 
eye saw that, the situation was convenient 
fi^r trafficking to advantage in Highland 
cattle.. There was risk of " her'ship** from 
the neighbouring, mountains, indeed ; but 
the ^wful name of the Duke of Argyle 
would be a great security^ and a trifle of 
Mack mail would, David was aware, assure 
bis safety. 

Still, however, there were two points on 
which he haggled. The first was the cha» 
racter of the clergyman with whose worship 
he was to join } and on this delicate point 
he received, as we will presently show the 

£ 2 
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reader, perfect satisfaction. The next. ob- 
stacle w^s the condition of his youngest 
daughter, obh'ged as she was to leave Got- 
land for so many years. 

The gentleman of the law smiled, and: said» 
i*< There was no occasion to interpret that 
i)lause very strictly*— that if the young wo- 
man left Scotland for a few months^ or even 
weeks, and came to her father's newrestd^nce 
'by sea from the westesn side of £ngland,itta- 
ibody would know of her ai^ival,. or at ieaat 
nobody who had either the right or uicHna* 
tion to give her distwbance. The exten- 
sive heritable jurisdictions of his Grace ex^ 
eluded the interference of other magis- 
trates with those Uving oa his estates, and 
they who were in immediate dependence 
on him would receive orders to give the 
young woman no disti^bance. living qd 
the verge of the Highlands, die might, in- 
deed, be said to be out of Scotland, that is, 
beyond the bounds of ordinary law and ci^ 
vilization." 

Old Deans was not quite satisfied with 
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£tds reMoniiig ; Imt the dopement of Effie, 
iKfiitdi took place on the third night afitM: 
Jher Uberatimi^ rendered his residence at St 
Leonard's so detestable to him, that he 
tdosed at once with the proposal which had 
jbe^ ihade hiin, and entered with pleasure 
mto the Mea of surprising Jeanie, as bad 
been ^proposed ty the Dok^, to render the 
xAkaci^e of residence more striking to her* 
The Duke had apprized Architeild of these 
oircumstances, with orders to act ficcording 
to the instructions he Bfaoiikl recieive froni 
£dtnburgh, and by which tecofdingly he^ 
was directed to bring Jeanie to Rosen^atii. 

The father and daughter communicated • 
these matters to each other^ now »tof>ping» . 
now walking slowly towardd the Lodgey 
.which showed itself among the trees^ at 
*aboiiiit half a mile's distance from the little 
hay in which they hadflaiuled. . 

As thiey approached the. house» David 
Beaps informed this daughter, with some- 
what like a grim smile, which Was the utmost 
advance he ever. made towacdsia.mirthM 
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expression of vt8age»'that>f;tbeir6im8 baHk 
a worshipful ge ntlemaD) and ane w^weoA 
gentletnan^residing therein. The wojrshipliil 
f^entleman was' his honour the Laird of 
Knocktarlitie» who waa baillie.of the lord- 
ship under theDukoiofArg^le^aiie Hieland 
gentleman, tarr'd wi'.tbe siaoK s^ick,;" .Da* 
vid doubted, .^ as mooy of thein» naaiely, 
a hasty and choleric teinper,iafid.a n^ect 
of the higher thingfiAhtt belong to^ salva- 
tion, and also a gripping unto the things of 
this world, without muckle^ distinction of 
piroperty-— but, however, ane gude hbspi* 
table gentleman, with whom it would be a 
part of wisdom to live on a good under* 
standing — (for Hielandmen were hasty, ower 
hasty.)— As tor the re verend person of whom 
he had spoken, he was candidate by favour 
of the Duke of Argyle (for David would not 
for the universe have called hiin presen- 
tee) to the kirk of the parish in which their 
farm was situated, and he was likely to be 
highly acceptable unto the Christian souls 
ot the parish, who were hungering tor spi* 
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ritual manna, having been fed but upon 
sour Hieland sowens by Mr Duncan Mac- 
Domougbty the last minister, who began the 
morning duly, Sunday and Saturday, with 
a ' mutchkin of usquebaugh. But I need 
lay the less about the present lad/' said 
David, again grimly grimacing, <* as I 
tiimk^e may hae seen him afore ; and here 
he is come to meet us." 

She had indeed seen him before, for it 
waa no other th^n Reuben Butler himself. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

• I 

Tfb more shalt thou behold thy sister's face ; 
Thou hast ahready bad her last embrace. 

MUgy on Mrs Aane KiUigrao* . 

This second surprise had been accom^ 
plished for Jeanie Deans by the rod of the ^ 
same benevolent enchanter, whose power 
had transplanted her father from the crags of 
St Leonard's to the banks of the.6are-Loch« . 
The Duke of Argyle was not a person ta 
forget the hereditary debt of gratitude, 

grandfather, in favour of the grandson of old \ 
Sible Butler. He had internally resolved ^ 
to provide for Reuben Butler in this kirk of 
Knocktarlitie, of which the incumbent had - 
just departed this life. Accordingly, his 
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Bgeat rectived lite, necessary insthietions 
fyr €bat purpose ixnde£ the quallfyiii^ ccm- 
dition always that. the ieacmng and.cha- 
xacter of Mr Butler should be found prd^ 
per for the charge. Upon enquiry/, these 
w&re fou^d as highly satisfitctory jus c>had 
been reported in the ^case of David Deans 
himself. 

By this prefennent^ the Duke of Argyle 
more essentially benefited his friend and 
prot^^, Jeanie^ than behimself was aware 
ef, since he contributed to remove objec- 
tions in her father's mind to the matdi». 
which he had no idea had been in exi&t-^ 
ence. 

We have abeady noticed that Deans 
had sometMhg of a priqjiidiceagaxnst Butler^ 
wMeh was, perhaps, in some de^ee owing 
tO' his possessing a sort of consdousnesa 
that ^e poor usher looked with eyes of 
affection upon his elder daugbta*. This^ 
in David's eyes> was a sin of presumpticai, 
even although it should riot be followed by 
any overt act, or actual proposal. But the 

2 
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lively interest which littler had displayed 
in his distresses, since Jeanie set forth on her 
London expedition, and which, therefore^ 
he ascribed to personal respect for himself 
individually, had greatly soften^ the ieelr 
ings of irritability wii^ which David had 
sometimes regarded him. Ancl» while, he 
was in this good disposition towards. Butlei; 
another incident took place which had great 
influence on the old mw's mind. 

So soon as the shock of Ef&e's second 
elopement was over» it was Deans's early 
care to collect and refund to the Laird of 
DumbiedikM the money which he had 
lent for Effie's trial, and for Jeanie's travel* 
ling expencea The Laird; the pone^, the 
cocked hat, and the tobacoorpipe, had not 
been seen at Saint Lecmand's Crags &f 
many a day ; so that^ in oi?der to pay this 
debt, David was under the necessity of re- 
pairing in person to the jooansion of Dum- 
biedikes. 

He found it in a state of unexpected 
bustle. There were workmen pulling down 
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some of the old hangings, and replacing 
tibem with others, altering, repaking, scrab- 
bing, painting, and. white- washing. There 
was no knowing the old house, which had 
been so long the mansion of sloth and si- 
lence. The Laird laiimself seemed in some 
eonfasi<m, and his reception, though kind, 
lacked something of the reverential cordial- 
ity with which he used to greet David 
£>eans« There was a change also, David 
did not very well know what, about the ex- 
terior of this landed proprietor — an im« 
provement in the shape of his garments, a 
spruceness iii the air with which they were 
put on, that were both novelties. . Even 
the old hat looked smarter; the cock had 
been newly pDinted, the lace had been re- 
fi^eshed, and instead of sloudhing backward 
ovuforward on the Laird's head, as it hap- 
pened to be thrown on, it was adjusted 
with a knowing inclination over one eye. 

David Deans opened his business, and 
tdd down the cash. Dumbiedikes incU- 



114 TXLES OF MY LANDLOBD. 

ned his ear to the one, and counted the 
other with great accuracy, interrupl^ilg 
David, while he was talking of the redemp* 
tion of the captivity of Judah, to ai^k him 
whether he did not think one or two of Hke^ 
guineas looked rather, Ught. When he Was 
satisfied on this point; had pocketted his 
money, and had signed a receipt, he address- 
ed David with some little hesitations-!^ 
** Jeanie- wad be writing ye soraetbiltigy 
-gudeman ?" 

"About the siller?** replied ^Datte^ 
*^ Nae doubt, she did." 

' **^ And did she say nae mair about me?"* 
iusked the^ Laird; 

"Hae mair tailJ fcbid asdrCHrfetian^^ifehes 
.— tvhat suldNghe hae ^d," fepliedt-DaVid, 
ffilly expecting that tbe^JLaird's long Court- 
ship (if his dangling after Jetoie des«rtes 
-so active a name,) was now coming to a 
point, Atid so iMeed it' was, but not 
to that point which he wished or ex- 
pected. 
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'* Aweel, she keiis her ain mind best, 
Gudemail. I hae made a clean house o' 
J^nig" Balchristie and her niece. They 
were a bad pack — steafd meat and mault» 
and loot the carters magg the coals— I'm 
to be married the vS$tn, and kirkit on Sun- 
day.** 

Whatever David felt, he was too proud 

and too steady-minded to show any im- 

pleasant surpirise in his countenance and 

manners. 
^ 'ij^uss ye hftppy^ sir, through Him that 

giea^h^pineM-^-maniage is an honourable 

^^;^d I am wading into aix hanourable 
hoi»0» Savid-^the Laird of Lickpelf s 
youngest dai^ghter— <^he isits next us. in 
ihe kirk, aaid that's the way I came to 
think on't." 

There was no more to be said, but again 
to wish the Laird joy, to taste a cup of his 
Mquor, and to walk back again to St Leor 
nard's, musing on the mutability of human 
ajfiPairs and human resolutions. The expec- 
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tation tliat, one day or other, Jeanie/woiJd 
be Lady Dumbiedikes, had, in spite pf 
himself, kept a more absolute possession of 
David's mind than he himself was aw^e of. 
At least, it had hitherto seemed an union at 
all times within his dasighter*s reach, wh^- 
ever she might chuse to give her silent lo- 
ver any degree of encouragement, and pow 
it was vanished for ever. David returned, 
therefore, in no vpry gracious humour for 
so good a man. He was angry wit^ Jeanie 
for not having encouraged the Laird — he 
was angry with the Laird fbrTequiring en* 
couragement — and he was angry with him- 
self for being angry at all on the occasion. 
On his return he found the gentleman 
who managed the Duke of Argyle's affairs 
was desirous of seeing him, with a view to 
completing the arrangement between them. 
Thus, after a brief repose, he wa$ obliged 
to set off anew for Edinburgh, so that old 
May Hettly declared, « That a' this was to 
end with the master just walking himsel 
aff his feet.*' 



THE HEA&t OF MID*LOTHIAN. 117 

When the business respecting the farai 
had been talked over and arranged, the 
professional gentleman acquainted David 
Deans, in answer to his enquiries concern- 
ing the state of public worship, that it was 
the pleasure of the Duke to put ah excel- 
lent young clergyman, called Reuben But- 
ler, into the piarish, which was to be his 
future reiddence. 

." Reuben Butla* !*• exclaimed Dayid— 

" Reub^i Butlejr, the u«her at Libber- 
ton ?'* ....,.?..,' .V.' 1/ 

*^ The veiy same,'* said the Duke^s cora^ 
misfiicnier ; ** his Grace has heard an excellent 
duuBcteir of him, and has some hereditary 
obligations to him besides-^few ministers 
will be so comfortable as I am directed to 
make Mr Butier.'* 

" Obligations ?— The Duke ?— Reuben 
Butler ! — Reuben Butler a placed minister 
of the Kirk of Scotland T exclaimed Da- 
vid, in interminably astonishment, for some* 
how he had been led by the bad success 
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which Butl^ had hitherto met witii in all 
hia undertakings^ to consider him m^.one of 
those step-sons of Fcntune, whom ^he treats 
with unceasing rigour, and ^:id9 witb'dia- 
inheriting altogether. 

Thei« is, perhaps, no time at wMcb yte 
are disposed to think so highly of a fiiendt > 
as when we find him standing higher tih^n 
we expected in the esteem of others. Whett 
assiM-ed of the reality <^:Batlw's ehange 
of prospects, David expr<»»ied lii^^/ ^sat 
satisfaction at his success in life, which,, he 
observed, was entirely owing to himself. 
^' I advised his puir >@:andmother^ who wasi; 
but a silly woman, to breed him up to the ^ 
ministxy; and I prophesaed thai, i^t&Ja 
blessing on his endeavours, he would bc^' 
come a polished ^shaft in the temple. Bb 
was something;. ower pxoud o' his carnal 
learning, but a gude lad, and has tiieroot 
of the matter — as ministers g&ng now, 
where yell find ane better, ye'H ^d.t^ 
waur than Reuten Butler.'* 
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He took leave of the man of business^ 
and widked homeward^ forgetting his wea- 
riness in the various speculations to which , 
this wonderful piece of intelligenoe gave 
rise. Honest David had now, like other 
great mai,r to go to work to reconcile his 
speci;dative principles with existing ciicum- 
staQCues; and» ISke other great .men, when 
th^ set sisiioudy about that task, he was 
tokE9bl2|r^ sueeessfU* 

^ Ought Reuben Bulier in conscience to 
aoe^t ^of this prefermait in the Kirk, of 
ScolJand^ subjeet as David at present 
thought that establishmcsit was to the Erasr 
tian;.enQroachment9 of the <2ivil power?!* 
Th]» was the leading qujsstion^ and he con* 
sidered it carefoUy, « The Kirk of Scot- 
laud was shon» of its beams^ and deprived 
of ite full artillery and bsianers of authori* 
ty ; but atill it contained jzealous and fruc* 
tifying. |>astors, attentive^ congregations; 
and^ with all her spots and blemishes, the 
like of this Kirk was no where else to be 
seen upon earth/' 
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David'is doubts had been too many bxH 
too critical to permit him ever unequivo- 
cally to unite himself with any of the dis- 
senters, who, upon various accounts, abso- 
solutely seceded from the national church. 
He had often joined in communion witii 
such of the established clergy as approached 
nearest to the old presbyterian model and 
principles of 1640. And although there were 
many thirigi^ to be amended in that system^ 
yet he remembered that he, David Deans^ 
had himself ever been a humble pleader fbr 
the good old cause in a legal way, but 
without rushing into right-hand excesses, 
divisions, and separations. But, as an ene- 
my to separation, he might join the right 
hand of fellowship with a minister of the 
Kirk of Scotland in its present model. 
JErgo, Reuben Butler might take posses- 
sion of the parish of Knocktarlitie, without 
forfeiting his friendship or fevour— ^ E. D, 
But, secondly, came the tr3ring point of 
lay-patronage, which David Deans had 
ever maintained to be a coming in by the 
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mndow, and onrw tbe wafi^ a dieatibg^ md 
starving tbe soak of a wk^te parish^ ibr ti» 
ptti^se of dotbmg the badk mA filling tbe 
l^lly of the ineiuiibeiit. 

Tbis presentatioiit tberefore, fimn tkd 
Bu&e of Argyle, wbAtaver tras Hm wartb 
and <bj^ doractar of tbat nisiA^tmn^ uraa 
a limb of tbe brazen nnage^ a portion of 
tbe erii tUng, and wl(b no l&id^dT con- 
mBiency emld JDavid bend bis mind to fa* 
VcfQi- raob 4t traiiaectionw But if tbe pa* 
tisbiooeili ibwoiak^es joined, in ageneval 
call to Reiibai BuQer to be tbirar pastor^ it 
did not seem j^ukte so evident that ^be ex^ 
isienee of tbis unhappy presentation was 
a reason for bi& refosiilg them, the oomfiirti 
of bk doelrine» If tbe presi^tary admitted 
bimute tihe kifk» in Virti;^' rather of that 
aet of patronage, thaii of the genend cdi of 
tbe oongregatiDn^ that might be tbdr en 
ror^ and David alb>wed it w» a heavy one* 
But if Reuben Buller 4KCoepted of tbe eare 
as tendered to him by those whom he was 
called to teac^ ^and who had^ exitressed 
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themselves desiibus to learn, Dayid, aftier 
oonndeiihg and reconsidering the matter, 
eame, through the great virtue of if, to be 
of opinion that he might sa&ly so act in 
iSsat matter* 

There jremained a third stumhling-^hlQak 
•—the oaths to government exacted from 
tiie established dargymen, in which they ao- 
knowledged an Jliastian king and parlia- 
mentr and homologated the incorporating 
Union between England and Scotland, 
through which the latter kingdom had 
become part and portion of the former, 
wha-on prelacy, the sister of popery, bad 
made &8t her > throne, and elevated the 
horns of her mitra These were symptoms 
of defection which had often made David 
cry out, " My bowels — ^my bowels !— I ain 
|>ained at the very heart!" And he re- 
membered that a godly Bow*head matron 
badbeen carried out of the Tolhooth Church 
in a swck>n, beyond the readi of brandy 
and burnt feathers, merely on hearing these 
fearfiil words, ** It is enacted by the Ix>rds 
^ritual and teojij^raV pronou^ic^, from 
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a Scottish pulpit, in the proem to the P<»te- 
ous Proclainatioik These oatiis were, there- 
fore, a deep compliance and dire abomina* 
tion— a sin and a snme, and a danger and a 
defection* But this Shibboleth was not al- 
ways exacted. Ministers had respect to their 
own tender consciences, and those of thek 
brethren ; and it was not till a later period 
that the reins were taken up tight by the 
General Assemblies and Presbyteries. . The 
peace-making partide came again to Da- 
vid's assistanccv If an incumbent was not 
called upon to make such compliances, and 
»^ he got aright entry into the churdi with- 
out intFusi<m, and by orderly appointment, 
why, Upon tibe whole, David Deans came 
to be. of opmion, that he might lawfully en- 
joy tiie spirituality and tetnp(»:ality of the 
cure of souls at Knocktariitie, with stipend, 
manse, glebe, and all tfaeKUnto appertain- 
ing. 

. The best and most upright-minded men 
are so strongly influenced by existing cir- 
cumstances, that it would be somewhat 
iOUel to enquire too nearly what weight 
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paternal aflfecticHi gave to tl^se ingeKudua 
tmm of reasoning. Let David Deans's 
situation be considered. He was just de- 
prived of one daughter^ and his eldest, to 
whom he owed so mudi, was cat off^ by the 
sudden resoluticm of DumHedikes^ from the 
high hope whidi David had entertained^ 
that she might one day be mistress of that 
filk lordship. Just while tins disappoint- 
ment was bearing heavy on his spirits^ 
Butler ccmies before his imagination-— no 
kmger the half*starved thread-bare usher, 
but &t and sleek and fair, the beneficed ml* 
nister of Knocktarlitie, beloved by his eon- 
gregati0n,--«xemplary in his life,— power^ 
fill in his doctrine, — doinfir the duty of the 
kirk as never Highland minister did it be* 
£3re,-^tuming sinners as a coUey dog turns 
sheep,-^a favourite of the Duke of Ar- 
gjrle, and drawing a stip^id of eight hun^ 
dred punds Scots, and four chalders of vie- 
tual. Here was a match, making up, in 
David's mind, in a tenfold, degree the dis^^ 
appointment in the case of Dumbiedikes,? 
in so far as the goodman of $t Leonard'i? 
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held a powerful minister in ihucb greater 
admiration than a mere landed proprietoc 
It did not occur to him» as an additional 
reason in favour of the match, that Jeanie 
might herself have some choice in the mat- 
ter ; for the idea of consulting her feelings 
liever once entered into the honest man's 
faea,dj» any more than the possibility that 
her inclination might perhaps difier from 
his own. 

The result of his meditations was, thit 
he was called upon to take the manage^ 
ment of the whole afi&ir into his own han^ 
and give, if it should be found possible 
without sinful compliance, or backsliding^ 
of defedSdn of any kind, a worthy pastor t^ 
the kirk of Enodktarlitie. Accordingly, by 
the intervention of the honest dealer in butr 
ter-mUk who dwelt in Libberton, DavitI 
summoned to.his presence Reubeta Biitleif. 
Even from' this, worthy messenger he wai; 
unable to conceal certain [Celling emotions 
of dignity^ in so much, that, when the caij- 
t^ had communicated his message to the 
usher, he added, that ** Certainly the gude- 
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man of St Leonard's had some grand newh 
to tell him, for he was as. uplifted as a mid- 
den-cock upon patteiis.'** 

Butler, it may readily be conceived, im- 
mediately obeyed the summons. His wais 
a plain character, in which worth and gooii 
sense and simplicity were the principal in- 
gredients ; but love, on this occasicm, gave 
him a certain degree of address. He had 
received an intimation of the favour d6i- 
signed him by the Duke of Argyle, with 
what feelings those only can conceive, who 
have experienced a sudden prospect of be^ 
ing rdsed to independence and respect, 
from penury and toil. He resolved, ho\v- 
ever, that the old maii should retaan all t&e 
consequence of being, ih his own oplfiion, 
the first to communicate the important iih- 
telligence. At the same time, he also des 
termined that in the expected conference 
he would permit David Deans to expatisCQ^ 
at length upon the proposal, in ali its beai^ 
ings, without irritating him either by intl^c- 
ruption or contradiction. This last plan w^ 
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the most prud^it he could have adopted i 
because, although there were many doubta. 
which David Deans could himself dear up 
to his own satisfaction, yet be might haVe 
been by na means disposed to aooept the 
sqlution of any other person ; and to en* 
gage him in an iiirgument would have been 
jeertain to confirm Mm at once and for ever 
m the opinion which Buder chanced ta 
impugn. 1: 

\ He reeeived his friend with an appear^ 
aoce ci important gravity, which real mis* 
liirtune had long compeUed him to lay 
mA&y and whidi belonged to those ds^irs of 
awful Authority in whidi he predomina^ 
ted over Widow Butler, and dictated the 
iQode, of csiiltiyating the crofts at Beershe* 
ba*. He acqudnted Reuben at great pro^ 
Jixjity with the prospect of his changing 
his pr^ent residence for the charge of the 
Dfuke of Argyle's stdck-farai in Dumbarw 
.tonsbire, enumerated the various advan^ 
^ges, of the situation with obvious self- 
congratulation ; but assxured the patient 
hew^r^.tbat i¥>thing had so much moved 
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{liiiti^aixiepftaiimv as the wme tbat, bjriiil 
skill in fatttialy he could lender tbe mmi 
important sendees to his Grace 4^ Duke 
of Argyle, te wh<mi> '^ in the late unhap^ 
f^ dipimstaiiee^'' (l^re a tear dimmed tiie 
jqperMe 0f piide* m tiie c^d manls eye,) he 
had been sie mudde obliged. 
. ^ To put a rude Hlelandman into do a 
ohaj^^ Tshat oould be expected but thai 
he suld be sic a chiefest herdsman, aQ tv4d&. 
ed Doeg the Eddhute ; whd!ea9, while this 
grey liead is to the fore^ not a date o' them 
but sail be as. weel cared for as it tbay 
ivere the fatted- kine b£ !Pharoldi>-rAitd 
noW) Raiben, lad, seeing we maim remote 
our tent to a strange country, ye will be 
casting a dolefu' look after us, imd think* 
ing with whom ye are to hold councfl 
iment your government in thae slippery and 
backsliding times ; and nae doubt r»aem^ 
bering, thai the auld man, David DeaiAs, 
was made the instrument to bring you ouit 
of the mire of schism and heresy, whm^ein 
your falii^'s' house delighted to wd]0w; 
kfbm also, nae doubt„,when ye are. press^ 
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bky9¥ A|sAaiiii9:lei£ds and torttbtioiis and 
haorfcE^^giiieiit jim^ iksit ate like a recruit 
tiiafcds^ friajriring for tiie firtt time to ^ 
took of drum; will vom the auld hauld and 
eaEpefi^iM»& relenin'. soldier^ that hus felt 
Ifaftiicaixkf^iiBCMiyrt^lfoiil day» and heaid^ 
<be bttlfefs lidnfttle asr aften as he has haJast 

It'is irei!jr p^anble thatr Bufler mi^t in« 
tenb»%. her: of opkaoo, that, the inflection 
on his anoestoe^ipeouliw tiimtB might have 
hemi s|»ried;6r.thBtheini^ be pre^ump- 
luotiaienqughievi^n.to think, that> at hi$ 
)|^3GWS'mdJwEith>his.Qfm he might 

£»ja{bl0Jt)DiihoU[ihis}.cctaise:wt(tiout the pi- 
i»t9g0 ^ horiei^t! Dairid^ Bbt he obly r^ 
plied, by expressing his regret, that any 
lldiig^j^euidi separate him firom an anci- 
^^^dbriqd/jjuod fl£BEictionate .fmnd. 
iMl ^BijtfeMim iMi'it he.belpt^, man ?" said 
;BlitBd|i^bv«feKihg hisieaAu^^ iiito a $ort qf 
iiitiilo-«->'^ tKdw caa we hdp it?— -I trow 
,)NBf^aima tell me tfaat*^Ye n^un leave that 

2 F 
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to ither folk-^to* tlie D«dce oft.Arg^Ie/aifiA 

me» Reuben/^ ^^^ la^ gfide tian^ '^-dii^ 
friends ifi this waorfd-^how imfidde bettef 
to liae an interest bejraiid it1" : r 

And David, MRi^h08e^]n^y/ flioii^-i^ 
always quite rational/^witt^as jnntem<^as;dt 
was baUtual and fi»nneoriti^i6ikecl fef^reii* 
tiilly upward, and pau«red; Mv BuUileFiMi- 
mated the pleasure wilh wfak^: he wclild 
receive hisfri^id^'s advi^ otiraF*mi}^6etTM 
important, and David' resum^. ' • /.ui; 

** What think ye i bow, ^^entoir^ of a 
kirk"— a regubF kirk tindcB the present «a- 
tablishment ?— Were sic ofifeeed to ye> wad 
ye be free to aceept it, aiid under iiMbSk 
provisions ?-~I am speaidng but t^ way^ 
query.'* . » . / .^ * 

Butler replied, '* That if midk a ptrospott 
weK held out to him, he would prdi>afaiy 
first consult whether he was« Kkely ta be 
useful to the pamh he shouldibe^oaliedto; 
and if there appeiared a ^r ]«oi^pect of hk 
proving so, his friend must bd awaora^ that, 



5 
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'm eveiy othar pomt of view, it would b& 
higlily' advantagemis for faiin." 

<^ Rigbt» Beiib^i, rery . rights . lad^— -your 
ain coosoieBce is the first thiiig: tp be satii- 
fied-f^foar bow. satt he-te^ish ptih^rs that hsfi 
hknsel sae ill learned the Scriptures, as to 
^^ripfor the lucTQ of A>ul earthly preferment, 
aU^atgfar lUid ntanse, money and yictud, 
tbat ,wbich k xipt his in a spiritual sense--— 
or.wha niakes bin, kirk a stalking-horse to 
tak^om at hjs stipend ? Qut I look for bet- 
ter thifiigs of you-^and spedally ye maun be 
minded not to act altogether on your ain 
judg^meiit, for tber^tlnpugh comes sair mis- 
.takes, bacbplidings, and defections, on the 
.left, and on the right, if there were sic a 
day. of trial. put to^yeu^^ Reuben, you, whp 
arc^a young lad, although it maybe ye a^^e 
gifted, wi' the carnal tongues, and those 
.whilkwi^m spoken at Rome,, whilk is now 
the sei^tof the soarlet abomination, and by 
the Greeks, to whom ^e gospel was as fbol- 
i«hne8S»y€?t nae-tbe*less ye noay be entreated 
by your.weeLwishers to take the counsel: 
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of those {midentand resolved and weather- 
withstanding' professors, wha hae ki^med 
what it wae to lurk on banks andin mosses^ 
in bogs and in eaverns, and to visk tiiepml 
oF the head agamst the honesty of tibe 
heart." 

Butler replied, <^ That' certaiBly, pMsesi- 
ing such a friend as* he hoped aCnd ttm^led 
'lie had in the goodman himsetf, who had 
seen so many dianges^in the pteeeding cen- 
tury, he should be mudito yanie if he dSd 
not avaH himself of his espert^KJe and 
friendly counsel.** 

^ Eneugh said — eneugh i^d, Reuben,'' 
said DaTid Deans, with intemid exulta^ 
tion ; *' luid say that ye were in the predi- 
cament whereof I hae spoken,, of a surety I 
would deem it my duty to gtmg to the rote 
o' the, matter, and lay bare the ulcers and 
imposthumes, and the sores and the lepro- 
sies, of this our time to you, crjring aloud 
and sparing not." 

David Deans was now in his elem^t 
He commenced'his examination of the. doc- 



%BLB KEABl^ OF MID^LOTftlAN. 1^ 

:trines asd betief : of the Christaaiar Chunfli 
with the very Culdees^ from whom he pass^- 
ed to Jdin Knox^-^frMd Jc^n Knox to 
•the rtansttttts • nk James 1^ Stisth's time,--*^ 
Brace; Bteds^ Blair, liiiviagstone,— -ft^oa 
them: to th^'brief, atid at length triumphaivt 
pmod of ^ftepf^hyteiian churah'6 spten? 
deu?^ dttti it was oteivnm by the English 
iaikf&nS^U. Then ^cdlowed the dismal 
timea of prelaey, tiie indulgences, sevoi in 
number, vMk ^ tlieir shades^ ^id beatings, 
until he amved ^ the reign of King James, 
in which he himself had been, in his own 
mkid, neither an obscure aotor nor an ob- 
sowe suf^rer. Then was Butltt doomed 
to hesst the most dettOed and annotated 
editicm of what he had so often heard be- 
fore^^David Deans^s confinement, namely, 
in tii€L iron cage in the Canongate Tolbootll, 
and 4iie cause tiiereef 
' We should be very i:tajust to our friend 
David Deans, if we should ** pretermit," to 
use bis own expression, a narrative which 
he held essential tD his &me. A drunken 
trooper of the Royal Guards, Francis Gor- 
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don by name, had chased jBve or six of Hm 
dcuUdng whigs^ . among whom, was our 
friend David; ami after he had compdled 
ihem to stand, and was in the airt of brawK 
ing with them,:.one of thdr number fired ifc 
pocket*^toI^ BXid shot hmi dead Daiiid 
used to sneer and shake hu^head when anjr 
one asked him whether A^ had been the 
instrument of removing. I^is wicked, ferse^ 
eutor from the face of tiie earths In fact, 
the merit of the deed lay between him aai 
his friend Patrick Walker, the pedlar, whose 
works he was so fond of quoting. Njejjthc^ 
cf them cared directly toi<^laim the merit 
^ (fencing Mr Francis Gordon of the. Li|e 
Guards, there, b^g some wild cousins of 
his about Edinburgli who m%ht have beea 
even yet addicted to revenge, but yet nei- 
ther of them chose to disown or yi^ld to 
the other the merit of thi$ active d^enee of 
their religious rites. David said, ^t if he 
had fired a pistol then, it was wh^ he never 
did after or before. And as for Mr Patrick 
Walker, he has left it upon record, thfit bis 
gpreat surprise was^ that so small a pistol 
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«duld kilLtoU^fi'miai/ l^iese are the 
imrds of that T^nwrible biographer, whose 
fceade had not teugbt him I^ experience^ 
diat an indi was as good as sm ell. *^ He/' 
(Francis jGkxdoii,) "* gofca diot iii bis head 
out of a podcetipistriv It^her fit lor divart* 
mg a .boy than kffling such a furious, mad, 
brisk man, whidi notwithstending killed 
brnideadr 

OpoB the extefishre fdundation which 
Uninstevyrof tiie kirk aflbrded, during it9 
ilidrtHliired triiamph and kmg tribnlatidni 
David, with; length cS breath and of nat^ 
latlcni, whiebt wwAd Imve astoimded any 
one bat a louver Cff ? his daughter, proceed 
te lay down his own ntles for guiding the 
ismadeiiee' of to iMfind, as an aspirant to 
Mrve>4n the miiiisltry. Up<m this sulgect^ 
)tii0 ;good maai went ^fdugb such a va^ 
riety of nice and casuistiepl prdUiems, sup- 
peAed^sio lateyr exjtrt^m^ feases, made the 
.jdtitectioab %t critioal and nice betwitt the 
aeight haiui .and the: left hand— <betwixt 
cftympMaiice and 4kfeetioii---*holding back 






Slid stapimg asideiiiHdqypiti^ -aiA^ 
fing^iwes and afarof&^Niiiait at l«i^^ 
after having iimitsA the patk.of tmtik td 
a 4iiatiiematioal line^ he was brought tb 
the ' brdtd: adfxosskdiy that eadi Aaii^ - c6ik^ 
sdenoe, >afteri he bad gainied a 'certain ivibi9 
of the difficult natigatidn wfaidt he Miaii tai 
.encounter, would be the best guideifcrhis 
pilotage. He stated the examples, afadrinri 
guments &r and against the accepkaqei of 
a kiric on the present rievx)hitic»^ihbddi 
Vdiih much more imparttafibyitiViBliitlir 
than he had been able to' place them iba- 
fore his own view^ And lie conclude 
that he ought to think' upon these things^ 
and be guided by the veice of hiisr^mnifckja^ 
science, whether he eould te^e stMbatt ap% 
ful trust as the charge c^ souls, witbbtit'dor 
ing injury to his own internal conv|ctk^n 
of what is right or wrong. • ^ i y i'il i 

When DsiTid had > conchdded i&si^^vmff 
kmg Imrangue, whidi was otiAy iiHiiMij^ted 
by monosyllables, or little mere^ on the p^ 
of Butler, the orator Immelf was^ g^l^% 
astonished to find that the conclusion, at 
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wiiieh h^ very baturalty ividied to amve» 
seemed mudi kfis dedsirdy attained thaii 
when he bad aargued the case in his own 
mind. 

In this particular, David's cnxrent of 
tiihildng and speaking only ilhistrated the 
very important and general proposition 
ooneeming tide exedlence of. tiie pubHdtjjr 
of debate. For, under the influence of anjr 
parthd &eling, it is certami that. most men 
can mudL more easily reoencile tbemsebrea 
tti any favourite measure, when agitating 
i* in^heir awn mind, than when oMiged to 
expose its merits to a. third party, when 
^6 naeefisity o# seemi^ impartial pBoaxe§^ 
ioar the opposite aBgum^ita a; miichi inore 
finr statemeiyi thail that winch he affordaifc 
HI tackimeditation. Hairing finiahed what 
he had to say^ Dataid; thought himfieaitf ob- 
liged' to be mote .expUeit^ and to eicpbib 
liwt this was ne l^poAefeiiial ease, but one 
en whioh, (by his own ii^^nence and that of 
)dse JMke of Argyie,) Seufaen ButiieF would 
s^oa be cdled to dedda . . 
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It was even with something like applies 
hension that David Deani$ heard Butler 
announce^ in return to this communica- 
tion, that he would take that night to con* 
soder on what be had mdd with such kind 
mtentions, and return him an answer the 
next morning. The feelings of the father 
mastered David am this occasion. He press* 
ed Butler to spend the evening with him 
'^He produced, most unusual sit his meal^ 
^ne, nay, two bottles of aged strcmg alc-r^- 
He spoke of his daughteT--'Of her merits 
•^her housewifery-— her thrift — her aflfee^ 
tion. He led Butler so deddedly up to a 
dedaratidn of his feelings towards Jeanie, 
that, before night-fUl, it was distinctly un> 
ilerstood she was to be the bride of Reuben 
Butler ; and if they thought it incfelicate 
to abridge the period of deliberation which 
R^boi had stipulated^ it seemed to be 
suffidently understood betwixt them, t^t 
there was a strong probability of his beco« 
ming minister of Knockttf litie, providing 
the cdngregatioti were as wiMing to aocept 
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0f him, as the Duke to grant him the pre- 
saltation. The matter of the oaths, they 
agreed, it was time enough to dispute about, 
whenever the Shibboletk should be ten- 
dered. 

Many arrangements were adopted that 
evening, which w^e afterwards ripened by 
eonresppfidaice with the Duke of Argyle*s 
man of business, who intrusted Deans and 
Butlar with the benevolent wish of his prin- 
cipat tha,t they should all meet with Jeanie,. 
on her return from England, at the Duke's 
hmtingJodge in Qoseneatjiw 

This setrosipect, so far as the placid loves 
of Jeanie Deans, and Reubdi Butler are 
edBaemed,i.forms afiilliessplanatien of^the 
^preceding narmtlve up to. their.aaieefcti^. 
^n the idand as already meBttcaSiad,, 
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CHAPTER VU. 

** I conw," he said; '' my loTe, Bay life. 

My home, my fiieodB, my sire axe thine." . 

Logan. 



The meeting oft Jeeiiie and Butiher, tffir 
dw cmninistinoes pramiiiz^ to crovm am 
"sSkctikm ao Icmg^^layed^ was isatJaec aflSs^ 
ihg iVoBfi :itB sifvple aineenty^ ihm irei»i dts 
uneonmicsi^ vehanence oS feelsngi. ^ David 
Di^ns,/wboM inrdctiee was sometloGies: a 
little different from his theory, appailed 
them at first, by giving them the opinion 
of sundry of the suffering preachers and 
champions of his younger days, that mar- 
riage, though honourable by the laws of 
Scripture, w« yet a state over-wddy C0. 
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▼eted by ptofessors^ and specially by jaang 
miimters, wboee desue, he said, was at 
whiles too inordihate for kirkSy stipends, 
and wives, whidi had freqi^ntJy occasioned 
civer-ready comp&anoe with the general de-* 
fections of the timesw fie made them aware 
ako, that haii^y wedlodc had been the bane 
of many a savomry professor — that the un« 
bdieving wife had too often revenged the 
text, and perverted tlie believing husband 
— ^that when the £unou& Dotiald Cargill, be- 
ing then hiding in Lee- Wood, in Lanark* 
shire, it being killing-time, did, upon im* 
pcMTtiuiity, marry Robert Marshal of Starry 
Shaw,faehadtho»expressedhimself: *^What 
hath indaced Robert to marry fhis woman ? 
her ill wiU overcome his good — ^he wUl not 
keep the way long — ^his thriving days are 
done." To the sad accomplishment of which 
prophecy David said he was himself a living 
3iritness, fer Robert Marshal having fallen 
mto iGmI compliances with the enemy, went 
home and heard^ the curates, declined into 
other steps of defection, and became lightly 

9 
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tsteemed. Indeed he ofaaerved, tiiat th« 
^eat uphdders ci the standard^ CargiU^ 
Peden, Cameron, and Ren wick, had lest 
delight in tjing the bonds of matrimony 
than in any other pece of their ministeiu^l 
work ; and idthough l^y wbnid neitfaei^ 
dissuade nor refuse their office, they conai* 
dered the being called to it as an eyideniee 
of indifference mi the part of those between 
whom it wa^ solemnised to the many grie« 
vous things of the day. Notwithstanding, 
however, that marriage was a snare unto 
many, David was of opinion (as, indeed^ 
he had showed in his practice,) that it was 
in itfseH* honouarable, especially if tknes were 
such that honest men could be secure agaimC 
being shot, hanged, or banished, and had 
ane ccHupetept li vdlhood to maintaki th^ii^ 
.selves, and those that mi^t cokne.afttit 
them. <'. And therefore/' as he ocmduded 
; something ^brupdy, addressing Jeame and 
Butler, who, with &ees as hlgh-cokmred a6 
crimson, had been listening to Ms lengths 
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ed ailment fw and agmmt the holy.statt 
of matrimony^ *^ I will leave ye to yomr 
ain cradcs.'* 

As their private conversation, however 
interesting to themselves, might prohaUy 
be very little so to. the redder,; so far as it 
respected their present feelings and future 
prospects, we shall pass it over, and only 
mixtion the information which Jeanie re* 
ceived from Butler concerning her sister's 
elopement, which contained many particu- 
lars that she had been unable to extract 
from her father. 

Jeanie learned, therefore, that, for three 
days after her pardon had arrived, 'E£&e had 
been the inmate of her father's house at St 
Xieonard's — that the interviews betwixt Da- 
vid and his «Ting chfld. which had taken 
place before she was liberated from prison, 
had been touching in the extreme; but 
Butler could not suppress his opinion, that, 
when he was freed from the apprehension 
of losing her in a manner so horrible, her 
fether had tightened the bands of discipline, 
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•0 as, ih sonie degree, to gall the feelings 
and aggravate the irritability of a spirit na^ 
turally impatient and petulant, md now 
doubly so from the isense of merited dis- 
grace. 

On the third night, Effie disappeared 
from St Leonard's, leaving no traces what* 
ever of the ronte she had taken. Butler, 
however, set out in pursuit of her, and 
with much trouble traced her towards a 
Hitle landing-place, formed'bjr a small I»*ook 
which enters the sea betwixt Dalkeith and 
Edinburgh^ This place, which has been since 
made into a small harbour, and surrounded 
by many small villas and lodging houses, 
is now termed Portobello. At this time it 
was surrounded by a waste common, cover- 
ed with furze, and unfrequented, save by 
fishing-boats, and now and then a smug- 
gling lugger. A vessel of this description 
had been hovering in the Frith at the time 
of Effie's elopement, and, as Butler ascer- 
tained, a boat had come ashore in the even* 
ing on which the fugitive had .disappeared^ 
and had carried on board a female. As the 
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Vessdl made sail immediately, and landed 
no part of their cargo, there seemed little 
doubt that they wete accomplices of the 
notorious Robai;sdn, and that that vessel 
had only tx)me into the Frith to carry off 
his paramour^ 

This was made xledr by a letter tvhich 
Butler himsdf isoon afterwards received by 
post, signed K IX, but withotit bearing any 
date of place or time. It was miserably 
iU written and spelt ; sea-sickness having 
apparently aided the derangement of Effie's 
very irregular orthography and mode of ex- 
presdon. In this epistle, however, as in aU 
that that unfortunate girl isaid'or did^ there 
was something to piaise as well as to 
blame. She s6id, in her letter, " That she 
could not endure that her father and her 
sister should go into banishment, or be ^ar« 
takers of her shame— that if her burthen 
was a heavy one^ it ii^ras of her own bind- 
ing, and she had the more right to bear it 
alone,—- that in future they could not be a 
comfort to her, ov she to them, since eveiy 

VOL, IV. o 



146 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

look and word of her father put her iit mind 
df her transgression, and was like to drive 
her mad, — that she had nearly lost her judg- 
ment during the three days she was at St 
Leonard's— her father meant wee! by her, 
and all men, but he did not know the dreadi- 
fill pain he gave her in easting up her sins. 
If Jeanie had been at hame, it might hae 
dune better— 'Jeanie was ane, like the an- 
gels iii Heaven, that rather weep for sin- 
ners, as reckon their transgressions. But 
she should never see Jeanie ony mair, and. 
that was the thought that gave her the 
sairest heart of a' that had come and gane 
yet. On her bended knees would she pray 
for Jeanie, night and day, baith for what 
she had done, and what she bad scorned ta 
do, in her behalf; for what a thou^t 
would it have been to her at that moment 
o' time, if that upright creature had made 
a fault to save her. She desired her father 
would give Jeanie a' the gear — her ain 
(i. e. Effie's) mothers and a' — She had 
made a deed, giving up her right, and it 
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was in Mr Novitt's hand — Warld*s gear 
was henceforward the least of her care, 
nor was it likely to be muckle her mis- 
ter—She hoped this would make it easy 
for her sister to settle ; and immediately 
after this expression, she wished Butler 
himself all good things, in return for his 
kindness to her. For herself," she said, 
" she kenn*d her lot w^ould be a waesome 
ane, but it was of her own framing, sae she 
desired the less pity. But, for her friends' 
satis&ction^ she wished them to know that 
she was gaun nae ill gate — ^that they who 
had done her maist wrong Were notvr will- 
ing to do her what justice was in their 
power ; and she would, in some respects, 
be far better off than she deserved. But 
she desired her family to remain satisfied 
with l3iis assurance, and give themselvear 
no trouble in making further enquiries after 
her.'' 

To David Deans and to Butler this let- 
ter gave very little comfort ; for what was 
to be expected from this unfortunate giri*irf 
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uniting her fate to that of a character so 
notorious as Robertson, who they readily 
guessed was alluded to m ihe last sentence, 
exceptkig that she should become the part* 
ner and victim ofhis future crimes. Jearae, 
who knew GLeorge Staunton's character, 
and real Jrank, saw her sister's situation un- 
der a ray of better hope. She augured wdl 
of the haste he had shewn to redaun his in- 
terest in Effie, and she trusted he had made 
her his wife. If so, it seemed improbable 
that, with his expected fortune, and high 
connections, he should agam resume the 
life of criminal adventure which he had led, 
especially since, as matters stood, his life 
depended upon his keeping his own secret, 
wluch could only be done by an entire 
change of his habits, and particularly by 
avoiding aH. these who had known the hdr 
of Willingham under the character of the 
audacious, criminal, and condemned Ro- 
bertson; 

She thought it noost likely that they 
would go abroad for a few years, and not 
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return to England until the affair of Por^ 
teous was totally forgotten. Jeanie, there* 
fore, saw more hopes for her sister than But- 
les or her &ther had been able to perceive ; 
but she was^ not at liberty to impart the 
eomfort which she felt in believing that she 
would be secure from the pressure of povar- 
isy, and in little risk of being seduced into 
tiie paths of guilt. She could not have ex- 
plained this without'making public what it 
was essentially neoessaiy for Effie^s ^ chance 
cC comfort to conceal, tiie identity namely 
of Geoige. Staunton and George Robert- 
son. After all, it was dreadful to think that 
Effie had united herself to a man condelnui^ 
ed for fdony, and liable to trial for murder; 
whatever were his rank in life, and tibe de- 
gree of his • remorse. Besides,^ it was me- 
laneholy to r^ect» that, she herself being 
intpossession of the whole dreadiul seeret^ 
it was . most probable he would, out of re^ 
g9rd to his own feelings, and fear for h& 
»^ty,.neve:^ again permit her to see poor 
Effie. iVfter perusing and re*perusing h& 
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sister'is valedictory letter, she gave ease to 
her feeUngs in a flood of tears, which But^ 
let in vain endeavoured to cheek by every 
soothing attention in his power. She was 
obliged, however, at length, to look up and 
wipe her eyes, for her faflier, Ainking he 
trad allowed the lovers time enough for eon- 
fei^nce, was now advancing towards them^ 
from the Lodge, accompanied by the Cap- 
tain of Knockdunder, or, as his friends call- 
ed him (for brevity's sske^ Dumcfm Knoek, 
ia title widcfa some youtMul expkuts hid 
ipidiered peculiarly apptopitate. 

This Duncan of Knockdunder was apcr- 
mii of grst^mte importance in the island of 
Roseneath, and the continental parishes at 
Knodktailitie, SjlmiEn^aTid so &rth ; nay, his 
influence extended as &f as Cowal, where^ 
however, it was obscur^ by that of ano^ 
ther factor. The Tower of Knockdunder 
still occupies, with its remains, a diff over- 
hanging the Holy-Loch. Duncan swore 
it had been a royal castle ; if so, it was one 
o^ the amallestj, the space within only form'* 
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inga squareof sixteen feet^andbearingthere- 
fove a ridieulousproportion to the thickness 
of the Myalls, which was ten feet at least. 
- Sadi as it was, however, it had long given 
the title of Captain, equivalent to that of 
Ohatellain, to the ancestors of Duncan, 
who were retainers of the house of Argyle, 
and held a hereditary jurisdiction under 
them, of little extent indeed, but whicii 
had gB^at consequence in their eyes, and 
was usually administered with a vigour 
somewhat beyond the law. 

The pres^it representative of that an- 
cient fiunily was a stout sSxort man about 
fifiy , whose pleasure it was to unite in hk 
own person the dress of the Highlands and 
Lowlands, wearing on his head a black tie- 
wig, surmounted by a fierce cocked-hat, 
deeply guarded with gold lace» while the 
rest of his dress consisted of ihe plaid and 
philabeg. Duncan superintended a diatrict 
which was partly Highland, partly Low- 
land, and therefore might be supposed to 
combine their national halutsi^ in order to 
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show his impartiality to Trojan or Tyrian. 
The incongruity, however, had a whimsical 
and ludicrous effect, as it niade his head 
and body look as if belonging to dMfevent* 
individuals ; or, as some one said who had 
seen the executions of the insurgent pri- 
soners in 1715, it seemed as if some Jaco>- 
bite enchanter, having recalled the suffer^^ 
to life, had clapped, in his haste, an. £n^^ 
lishman's head on a Highlanders^ bo^. 
To finish the portrait, the bearing of the 
gracious Duncan was brief, blufi^ and cone 
sequential, and the upward turn of his short 
copper-coloured nose indicated that he was 
somewhat addicted to wrath and usque^ 
baugb. 

When this dignitary had advanced up to 
Butler and to Jeanie, ** I take the free- 
dom, Mr Deans," he said, *^ to salute your 
daughter, whilk I presume^ this young lass 
to be — I kiss every pretty girl that comes 
to Roseneath, in virtue of my office " Hat- 
ving made this gallant speech, he took out 
his quid, saluted Jeanie with a hearty 
smack, and bade her welcome to Argyle's 
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ootmtry. Then addressing Butler, he s^d, 
" Ye maun gang ower and meet the carle 
mmisters yonder the mom, for they will 
*want to do your job, and synd it down 
with usquebaugh doubtless — ^they seldom 
make dry wark in this kintra.- 

** And the Laird" — said David Deans. 

" The Captain, man,** interrupted Dun- 
oan ; '^ folk winna keii wba ye are speaking 
aboot,^ unless ye gie shentlemens their pro- 
per titfe.'^ 

^* The Giptam, th'en,^* said David, •* as- 
silures me that the call is unanimous on the 
part of the pariidiioners«-a real harmonious 
eaU^ Reuben.'' 

** I pelieve," said Duncan, ** it was as 
harmcMlious as could pe expected, when the 
tae half 'a*' the bodies were clavering Sasse- 
nadi, and die Mother skirling* Gaelic, likfe 
sea-maws and clack-geese before a storm.. 
Ane wad hae needed the ^ft of tongues 
token jHreceesdly what they said— but K 
pelieve the best end of it was, ^ Long live 
MacCaUmnmore andKnockdunder.'— And 1 

2.a 
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as to its bbing an uBaiumous call, I wad be 
glad to ken fat business the carles have to 
catt ony thing or ony body but what the 
Duke and mysell likes.** 

** Nevertheless^" said Mr Btttter, " if any 
of the parishioners have ainy scruples, idiieh 
soiaaetimes happen in the mind of i^neere 
professors^ I lAouM be hs^py of aa oppor* 
tunky rf trying to remcwe— — '^ 

" Never &&h your peard about it» maxk^'^ 
interrupted Duncan Knock — " Leave it a* 
. to me. — Scru{4e! de'il (f th^m has been bred 
up to scru[d^e o^y thing that they 'f^ bidd^ 
to do — ^And if sic a thing suld happen asye 
speak o\ ye saQ see the sincere fufo^^ssorj^ as 
ye ca^ bim» towed at Hie stem 4)f my boat 
Unc a few furlongs^ — 1^1 try if the wala* of 
the Haly-Locfa wmna wash off seroi^eQ as 
weel as fleas~-Cot dra»n ! 






The rest of Danean^s Ubitat was lost m 
a growUfig^ gurgling sort of sounds which 
he made m hk throat» and which menaced 
recusants with no gentle meiutis of <c0nver'^ 
Bion. David Beans would certaiidy have 



THfi STEAItir 07 Mlb-LOlrtflAN. 155 

^ven bat^ in ddenoe d£ tke right of th6 
t>]^:k^H edngregsrtibn to be consulted m 
1^ -dicace of thek own pairtcn*, .wlueh, in 
his estimation, was one of the choicest and 
nio^t ^ini^nable of Iheir privileges ; but 
fte liad again ^engaged in close converi»^ 
#oti with Jeanie, and, with more mtei^t 
^an he was in use to take in afl^iirs fo- 
rei^ s3&e to his occupation and to bis re-i 
ligious tencits, was inquiring into the par- 
^Scnkiis of her London journey. This was, 
piierhaps, ^Mlunate for the new formed 
fiieridsliip betwixt him and the Captain of 
iOiadkdiinder, which rested, in David's es- 
fimatioh, upon the proofe he had given of 
his ^ill ih inanaging stock, but, in reality, 
upon the spedalcharge transmitted to Dun* 
^ean from the Duke cmd his agent, to be* 
have wilii the utmoi^t attention to Deans 
and *& family .' 

*• And now, sits,'' said Duncan, in a com- 
iftdUding tone, ** tarn to pray ye a' to come 
ih tri jroUr supper, fcwr yonder is Mr ArcM* 
bkld haOif ikmid^ed, and a Saxon womto> 
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that looks as ifjiex leen witre fleeing <mt o! 
&er head wi' fear and wonder, aa i£ she had 
never seen a shentleman ia a philab^ ^^ 
fore." 

" And Reuben Butler^^ said David; *^ will 
doubtless desire instantly to retire, that he 
may prepare his mind fw the exercisfs of 
to-morrow» that his work may suit the day^^ 
and be an offering of a sweet savour m the 
nostrils of the reverend presbytery.** 

^* Hout tout» man, it's but little ye ken 
about tHenv," interrupted the Captain. 
*' l^eil a ane o' them wad gie the ssLXont^ci 
the hot venison pasty which I smell (tun)* 
ing his. squab nose up in the air,) a' the wi^ 
firae th^ lodge, for a* that Mr Futler, or 
you either, can say ta them J* 

David groaned, but judging he bad'tado 
with a Gallio, as he said,, did not think it 
worth his while to. give battle. They fol^ 
lowed the Captain to the house,, ac^d arran- 
ged themselves with great ceremony rouqd 
a weU-loaded supper-table. The oidy othqr 
circumstance of the evening worthy to be 
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recorded is,, that Butler pronounced the 
Uessing; that Khockdunder found it too 
long, and David Deans censured it as too 
short, from which the charitable reader may 
condude it was exactly the j^xyper length* 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

Kow tnrn the Psalms of David ower^ 
And lilt wi^ holy daogor; 
Of double verse come gie as four,. 
And skirl up the Bangor* 

Burns. 

The next was the impoftant dJay, when, 
according to the forms and ritual of the 
Scottish Kirk, Reuben Butler was to be 
ordained minister of Knocktarlitie by the 

Presbytery of . And so eager were 

the whole party, that aU, e^Kcepting Mrs 
Dutton, the destined Cowslip of Inverary, 
were stirring at an early hour. 

Their host, whose appetite was as quick 
and keen as his temper, was not long in 
summoning them to a substantial break* 
fast» where there were at least a dozen of 



different preptfatums of tuSk, pleaty of 
cold meat, scores boiled and roasted c^gpit 
a huge cag of butter, half a firkin herringa 
boiled and broiled^ fre^ and salt, and tea 
and cofiee for them that liked it» which, as 
their landlord assured tliem^ with a nod 
and a wink, pdjtiting; at the same time, 
to a little . cutter which seeaaed dodgmg 
under the lee of the islasid, cost them little 
beside the fetching^ ashore* 

^* h thd contraband trade permitted 
here so openly ?" aaid Biitlen ^ I shoukt 
think it very unfavourable to the people's 
morsds.'^ 

^ The Duke, Mr FntWr, has gi^n m^ 
ordera coneemii^ the putting of it down,'^ 
^d the magistrate, and seemed to think 
that lie had said all that was neeessary to 
^tify his €onnivaiice» 

Butler was a man of prudence, and awane 
tiiat real good can 6nly *be obtahned by re- 
jBonatfanoe when icttAnstaance is wdi- 
ttmed ; ai| f^rjChe p^caent he said ttotbiqg 
»0£e <» the. si^ect. 

7 
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Wtten br^aftfiist i^a® Half over, m fidunced' 
Mts Dolly as fme as a blue sacque and 
cheriy-colbured ribbands could make hen 

^< Good monow to you^ madam," said 
die master, of ceremonies ; <^ I trust your/ 
early rising will aotskaith ye.'*^ 

The dame apologized to Captain Knocks 
undei^ mAc was- pleased to term their en- 
tertainer; ^^-butj as we say in 6heshire#^ 
she added, << I was like the Mayor of At 
tzin^am, who lies in bed while bis breeches 
«e mending, for the girl did not bring up 
the: rights bundle to myroom, till she had 
brought up all. the others by mistake one 
after t^otber«-«-WeU, I suppose we are all 
for/ church to-^y^.asl understand— *Fray 
xasif^ (be sa«bold as^ to ask, if it is the &- 
Mfna fw yon-North-country gentlemen to 
go to church in yoor^ p^licoats, Captaiq 
Knockonder?^ 

*< Captain of Koockduoder) madam, if 
your please, for I. knock under to no man; 
apnd in respeet of my gai:b, I-s^all go to 
church aa I am, at your service, madam ^ 
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for if I were to lie in bed, Kke your Major 
What- d'ye-callum, till iny preeches were 
mended, I might be there all my lUe, see^ 
ii!g I never bad a pair of them on my per- 
son but twice in my life, which I am pound 
to remember, tt peing when the Duke 
brought his Duchess here, when her Grace 
pehoved to be pleasured, so I e*en porrow- 
ed the minister's trews for the twa days hia 
Grace was pleased to stay— but I will put 
myself under sic confinement again for no 
xfian on earth, or woman either, but her 
Grace being always exceptedit as in duty 
pound/' 

The mistress of the milking-pail stwed^ 
but, making no answer to this round de- 
claration, immediately proceeded to show, 
that the alarm of the preceding ^evening 
hftd in no degree injured her appetite. 

When the meal was finished, the Captain 
proposed to them to take boat, in order 
that Mistress Jeanie might see her new 
place of residence, and that he himself 
might enquire whether the necessary pre* 
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para^cms bad been made, there and at the 
Maase, for rieceivi^g the future inmates of 
these, mansions. 

The morning waad^ljightful, aod the huge 
mountain- shadows slept upon the nurror'd 
ivt^ave of the Firth, almost as little disturbed 
as if it had been an inland lake. Even 
Mrs Dutton's fears no longer annoyed her. 
^e had been informed by Archibald, that 
there was to be some sort of junketting af- 
ter the sermon^ and ^that was what she lo- 
ved dearly ; and as for the water, it was so 
still that ijt would look quite like a party on 
the Thames.' 

The whole party being embarked, there- 
fore, in a large boat, which the captain 
called his coach and six, and attended by a 
smaller one termed his gig, the gallant Dun- 
can steered strait upon the little tower of the 
old-fashioned church of Knocktarlitie, and 
the exertions of six stout rowers sped them 
rapidly on their voyage. As they neared 
the land, tlie hills appeared to recede from 
them, and a little valley, formed by the de- 
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scent of a small river from the mountains^ 
evolved it&elf as it were upon their ap- 
proach. The style of the country on each 
side was simply pastoral, and resembled^ in 
appearance and characteri the description 
of a forgotten Scottish poet» which runs 
nearly thus : — 

^^ The water gently down a level slid^ 
With little din^ but couthy what it made ; 
On ilka side the trees grew thick and lang. 
And wi* the wild birds' notes were a' in sang ; 
On either side^ a fuU b^w-shot and mair. 
The green was even^ gowany, and fair ; 
With easy slope on every hand the brae$ 
To the hills' feet with scattered bushes raise; 
With goats and sheep aboon^ and kye below^ 
The bonnie banks all in a swarm did go,^^ * 

They landed in this Highland Arcadia^ 
at the mouth of tlie sniall stream which 
watered the delightful and peaceable val- 
ley. Inhabitants of several descriptions 
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came to {)ay their respects to the Captaiii 
of Knockdunder^ an homage which he 
was very peremptory in exacting, and to 
see the new settlers. Some of these were 
men after David Deans's own heart, elders 
of the kirk-session, zealous professors, from 
the Lennox, Lanarkshire, atid Ayrshire^ to 
whom the preceding Duke of Argyle had 
given rooms in this corner of his estate, be- 
cause they had suffered for joining his father 
the unfortunate Earl during his ill-fated' 
attempt in i686« These were cakes of the 
right leaven for David regaling himself 
with; and had it not been for this cir- 
cumstance,.he has been heard to say, ^ that 
the Captain of Knockdunder would, have 
swore him out of the country in twenty- 
£3ur hours, sae awsome it wasto ony think* 
ing soul to hear his imprecations, upon the 
slightest temptation that crossed his hu- 
mour," 

Besides these, there were a wilder set of 
parishioners, mountaineers from the upper 
glen and adjacent hill, who spoke Gaelic;, . 
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went about armed, aed wore the High- 
kad diie06. But the strict commands of 
the Duke had established such good or- 
der in this part of his territories^ that the 
Gael and Saxons lived upon the best possi- 
ble terms of good neighbourhood. 

They first visited the Manse, as the par*- 

sonage is termed in Scotland. It was old, 

but in good repair, and stood snugly embo* 

somed in a grove of sycamore, ivith a well* 

stocked garden in front, bounded by the 

small river, which was partly visible from 

the windows, partly concealed by the bushes, 

trees, and bounding hedge. Within, the 

house looked less comfortable than it might 

have been, for it had been neglected by 

the late incumbent } but workmen had 

been labouring under the directions of 

the Captain of Knockdunder, and at the 

expence of the Duke of Argyle, to put it* 

into some order. The old <^ plenishing*' 

had been removed, and neat, but plain 

household furniture had been sent down 

by the Duke in a brig of his own, called 
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the Caroline, and wists now ready to bt 
placed in order in the apartments. 

The gracious Duncan, finding matters 
were at a stand among the workmen, sum* 
moned before him the delinquents, and im- 
pressed all who heard hfm with a sense of 
his authority, by the penalties with which 
he threatened them for their delays Mulct- 
ing them in half their charge, he assured 
them, would bfe the least of it ; for, if they 
were to neglect his pleasure smd the Dulcc% 
«* he would b6 tamn*d if- be paid them the 
t'other half either, and they might seek law 
for it where they could get it/* The work* 
people humbled themselves before the of- 
fended dignitary, and spake him soft; and 
fair ; and at length, upon Mr Butler recal- 
ling to his mind, that it was the ordination- 
day, and that the workmen were probably 
thinking of going to church, Knockdun- 
der agreed to forgive them out of respect 
to their new minister. 

" But an I catch them neglecking my 
duty again, Mr Putler, the teil pe in me if 
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the kirk shall be an exeuse ; fbr what had 
ihe like o' them, rapparees to do at tbe kirk 
ony day put Sundays,, or then eikber^ if the 
Dii;ke and I baa the necessitous uses fbr 
thetn ?r 

It may be gliessed irith tvliat feelings of 
quiet satisfaction and delight Butler look-' 
dd^ forward to spending his days, honoured 

■ 

stud m^iA as h6 trusted ,to be in this se- 
(|U€ist€^ed Tailey, aqd bow often an intelli- 
gent glance was exchanged betwixt him 
and Jeanie, wliose g<»}d- humoured face 
looked positively handsome^ from the ex^ 
pr^ftion of modesty, and^ at tbe same time, 
df satisfeetioBy which she wore when visit- 
ing the apartments of which she was soon 
to call herself mistress^ She was left at li« 
berty to give more open indulgence to her 
feelings of deligiit and admiration, when, 
l^^arvingthe Manse, the company proceeded 
to examn>9 tbe destitied habitation of Da* 
vid Deans. 

Jeante found, with pleasure that it was 
nof above a mnsket-sbpt from the Manse ; 



168 TA££8 OF MT LAUDLOHO* 

for it had been « bar to her happiness to 
think riie might be obliged to r^de at a 
distance from her fadier, and she was aware 
that there were strong objections to his ac- 
tually living in the same house with Butleiv 
But this brief distance was the very thing 
which she coidd have wishefl. 

The farm-iiouse was on the plan of an 
improved cottage^ and contrived with great 
regard to convenience ; an excellent little 
garden, an orchard^ and a set of office? com- 
plete, according to the best ideas of thetime» 
combined to render it a most desirable ha- 
bitation for the practical farmer, and far su« 
perior to the hovel at Woodend, and the. 
small house at Saint Leonard's Crags. The; 
situation was considerably higher than that 
of the Manse, and fronted to the west. The 
windows commanded an enchanting view 
of the little vale over which the mansion 
seemed to preside, the windings of the 
stream, and the Firth, with its associated 
lakes and romantic islands* The hills of 
Dumbartonshire^ once possessed by the 
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fierce clan of MacFarlanes, formed a cres- 
cent behind the valley, and far to the right 
were seen the dusky and more gigantic 
mountain? of Argyleshire, with a seaward 
view of the shattered and thunder- splitten 
pesfks 4>f Arran. ' 

But to Jeanie, whose taste for the pic- 
turesque, if she had any by nature, had ne- 
ver been awakened or cultivated , the sight 
df the faithful old May Hettley^ as she 
opened the door to receive them in her 
clean toy, Sunday's russet-gown, and blue 
apfon» nicely smoothed down before her^ 
was worth the whole varied landscape. 
The raptures ' of the fkithful old creature 
at seeing Jeanie were equal to her own» 
as she hastened to assure her << that baith 
the gudeman and the beasts had been as 
weel seen after as she possibly could con- 
trivei^'*' Separating her from the rest of the 
Gonrpany, May then hurried her young mis- 
tlress to the offices, that she might receive 
the compliments she expected for her care 

' TOL. IV. H 
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of the COW8. Jeanie rejoiced, in the sim- 
plicity of her hearty to see her charge otice 
more ; and the mute favourites of our he- 
roine, Gowans, and the others, acknow- 
ledged her presence by lowing, turning 
round their broad and decent brows wheil 
tiiey heard her well-known ^< Pruh, my 
leddy — pruh, my woman/' and, by various 
indications, known only to those who have 
studied the animals' habits, shewing sensi^ 
ble pleasure as she approached to caress 
them in their turn. 

^ The very brute beasts are glad to teH 
ye again,** said May ; <^ but nae wonder^ 
Jeanie, for ye were aye kind to beast and 
body. And I maun learn to ca' ye mkfresi 
now, Jeanie, since ye hae been up to Lun- 
noQ, and seen the Duke, and the King, and 
a' the braw folk. But wha kens,** added the 
old dame slily, ^< what Til hae to ca' ye for* 
bye mistress, for lam thinking it wunna lang 
be Deans." 

«^ Ca' me your ain Jeanie, May^ and th^H 
ye can never gang wrang/' 
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In the cow-house which they examined, 
there was one animaU which Jeanie looked 
at till the tears gushed into her eyes. May, 
who had watched her with a sympathizing < 
expression, immediately observed, in an 
under tone, *' The gudeman aye sorts that 
beast hifnsel, and is kinder to it than ony 
beast in the byre ; and I noticed he was 
that way e'en when he was angriest, and 
had maist cause to be angry,— Eh sirs ! a 
parent's hearths a queer thing !• — Mony a 
warstle he has had for that puir lassie — I 
am thinking he petitions mair for her than 
for- yoursel, hinny ; for what can he plead 
for you but just to wish you the blessing ye 
deserve ?- And when I sleepit ayont the hal- 
Ian, when we came first here^ he was often 
earnest a' night, and I could hear him 
come ower and ower again wi% * £fiie«-*-puir 
blinded misguided thing T it was aye ' Effie ! 
Effie !' — If that puir wandering lamb come- 
na into the sheepfauld iti the Shepherd's ain 
time, it will be an unco wonder, for I wot 
she has been a child of prayers* O, if the 
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puir prodigal wad return, sae blithely as 
the goodman wad kill the fatted calf! — 
though Brockie's calf will no be fit for kill- 
ing this three weeks yet," 

And then, with the discursive talent of 
persons of her description, she got once 
more afloat in her account of domestic b£- 
fairfif, and left this delicate and afiecting 
topic. 

Having looked at every thing in the o& 
fices and the dairy, and expres9ed her sa- 
tisfaction with the manner in which mat- 
ters had been managed' in her absence, 
Jeanie rejoined the rest of the party, who 
were surveying the interior of the hous^ 
all excepting David Deans and Butler, who 
had gone down to the church to meet, the 
kirk-session and the clergymen of the pres- 
bytery, and arrange matters for the duty 
of the day. 

In the interior of the cottage all was 
clean, neat, and suitable to the exterior. 
It had been originally built and furnished 
by the Duke, as a retreat for a favourite 
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^mestic of the higher cl&ss^ who did not 
long enjoy it^ and had been dead only a 
few months, so that every thing wa& in ex- 
cellent taste and good order. But in^ 
Jeanie's bed-room was a neat trunk, which 
had greatly excited Mrs Dutton's curiosity, 
for she was sure that the direction, " For 
Mrs Jean Deans, at Auchiogower, parish 
oi Knocktarlitie," was the writing of Mrs 
Semple, the Duchess's own woman. May 
Hettley produced the key in a sealed par- 
cel, which bore the same address, and at- 
tached to the key was a label, intimating 
tlkat the trunk and its contents were << a to* 
ken of remembrance to Jeanie Deans, from 
her friends the Duchess of Argyle and the 
young ladies.'* The trunk, hastily opened 
a&the reader will not doubt, was found to 
be full of wearing apparel of the best qua- 
lity, suited to Jeanie's rank in life j and to 
most of the articles the names of the parti- 
cular donors were attached, as if to make 
Jeanie sensible not only of the general, but 
of the individual interest she had excited 
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in the noble family. To name the variouis 
articles by theii* appropriate names, would 
be to attempt things unattempted yet in 
prose or rhyme ; besides, that the old-ft- 
shioned terms of manteau^ sacks, kisslng- 
strings, and so forth, would convey but 
little information even to the milliners of 
the {present day. I shall depont, however^ 
an accurate inventory of the contents <tf 
the trunk with my kind friend. Miss Mar- 
tha Buskbody, who has promised, should 
the public curionty seem interested on the 
8ub|ect, to supply me with a professional 
glossary and commentary. Suffice it to say, 
that the gift was such as became the do* 
nors, and was suited to the situation of the 
receiver ; that every thing was handsome 
and appropriate, and nothing forgotten 
which belonged tp the wardrobe of a young 
person in Jeanie's situation in Hfe, the des* 
tined bride of a respectable clergyman. 

Article after article was displayed, com« 
mented upon, and admired, to the wonder 
of May, who declared, ^ she didna think 
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the Queen had niair or better claise,'' and 
somewhat to the envy of the northern Cow* 
slip. This unamiab^e, but not very unna- 
tural, disposition of mind, broke forth in 
sundry unfounded criticisms to the dispa- 
ragement of the articles, as they were seve-^ 
rally exhibited. But it assumed a more di- 
rect character, when, at the bottom of all,, 
was found a dress of white silk, very plain- 
ly made, but still of white silk, and French 
silk to boot, with a paper pinned to it, bear- 
ing, that it was a present from the Duke ofi 
Argyle to his travelling companion, to be 
worn on the day when she should change: 
her name. 

Mrs Dutton could forbear no longer, but 
whispered into Mr Archibald's ear, that it 
was a clever thing to be a Scotchwoman ; 
** She supposed all her sisters, and she bad 
half a dozen, might have been hanged, with* 
out any one sending her a present of a 
pocket handkerchief/' 

^ Or without your making any exertion 
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to save them, Mrs Dolly," answef ed Archi- 
bald drily. — •* But I am surprised we do 
not hear the bell yet,'* said he, looking at 
his watch. 

"Fat ta teil, Mr Archibald," answered 
the Captain of Knockd under, " wad ye 
hae them ring the bell before I am ready 
to gang to kirk ?— I wad gar the bedral eat 
the bell- rope, if he took ony sic freedom. 
But if ye want to hear thebell, I will just 
shew mysell on the knowe-head, and it will 
begin jowing forthwith/' 

Accordingly, so soon as tliey sallied out,* 
and that the gold-laced hat of the Captain' 
was seen rising like Hesper above the dewy 
verge of the rising ground, the clash (for 
it was rather a clash than a clang) of the 
bell was heard from the old moss-grown' 
tower, and the clapper continued to tburfip 
its cracked sides all the while they advan- 
ced towards the kirk, Duncan exhorting 
them to take their own time, " for teil ony 
«port wad be till he came." 
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Accordingly, the bell only changed to 
the final and impatient chime when they 
crossed the stile ; and *' rang in," that is, 
concluded its mistuned summons, when 
they had entered the Duke's seat in the 
little kirk, where the whole party arranged 
themselves with Duncan at their head, ex- 

< 

cepting David Deans, who already occu« 
pied' a seat among the elders. 

The business of the day, with a particu- 
lar detail of which it is unnecessary to trou- 
ble the reader, was gone through according 
to the established form, and the sermon 
pronounced upon the occasion had tho 
gbod fortune to please even the critical 
David Deans, though it was only an hour 
and a quarter long, which David termed a 
short allowance of spiritual provender. 

The preacher, who was a divine that held 

many of David's opinions, privately apolp- 

gized for his brevity by saying, " That he 

observed the Captain was gaunting grie^- 

.vously, and that if he had detained him 

H a. 
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loDger, there was no knowing how long he 
might be in paying the next term^ victual 
stipend.'' 

David groaned to. find that such carnal 
motives could have influence upon the 
mind of a powerful preacher. He had, 
indeed, been scandaliased by another cir* 
cumstance during the aervice. 

So soon as the ccmgregation were seated 
after prayers, and the clergyman had read 
his text, the gracious Duncan, after rum* 
maging the leathem-rpurse which hung in 
front of his petticoat, produced a short to- 
bacco-pipe made of iron, and observed, al- 
most aloud, ^* I hae forgotten my apleuchan 
— Lachlan, gang down to the Clachao, and 
bring me up a pennyworth of twist.** Six 
arms, the nearest within reach, presented, 
with an obedient start, as many tobacco- 
pouches to the man of office. He made 
choice of one with a nod of acknowledg- 
ment, filled his pipe, lighted it with the as* 
sistance of his pistol- flint, and smoked with 
infinite composure during the whole time 
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of the sermon. At the end of the discourse 
he knocked the ashes, o^t of bis p^e, re- 
placed it in his sporran, returned die to- 
bacco-pouch or spteuchan to its owner, and 
joined in the prayer with decency and at* 
tention. 

At the end of the service^ whmi Butler 
had been admitted minister of^jkhe kirk of 
Knocktarlitie, with all its spiritual immuni- - 
ties and privileges, David, whohad frowned^ 
pdanedi and murmured at Knockdunder's 
irreverent demeanour, communicated his 
plain thoughts of the matter to Isaac Mei« 
klehose, one of the elders, with whom a re« 
veirential aspect and huge grizzle wig had es* 
pecially disposed him to seek firateraization* 
** It didna hecome a wild Indian," David said, 
^ much less a Christian, and a gentleman, 
to sit in the kirk puffing tobacco reek, as if 
he were in a change-house.'* 

Meiklehose shook his head, and allowed 
it was *< far frae beseeming— But what will 
ye say ? The Captasn's a queer hand, and 
to speak to him about that or ony tlung. 
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else that crosses the maggot* wad be to set 
the kiln a-low. He keeps a high hand 
ower the country, and we couldna deal wi* 

4 

the Hielandmen without his protection, sirf 
a' the keys o* the kintray hings at his belt j 
and he's no an ill body in the main, and mrais- 
try, ye ken, maws the meadows doun." 

" That may be very true, neighbour," 
said David ; <* but Reuben Butler isna the 
man I take him to be, if he disna learii the * 
Captain to fuff his pipe some other gate 
than in God's house, or the quarter be' 
ower." 

*' Fair and softly gangs far," said Meikle* 
hose ; ^' and if a fule may gie a MTise man a 
counsel, I wad hae him think twice or he 
mells wi'- Knockd under— He suld hae a 
lang-shankit spune that' Wad ^sup kail wi' ' 
the de'il. But they are a' away to their 
dinner to the change-house, and if we dinna 

• 4 

mend our pace, we'H come 'short at meal- 
time." . • , *. 
— _ . ' ... * 
David accompanied his friend without 

answer ; but began to feel from experience. 
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that the glen of Knocktarlitie, like the rest 
of the world, was haunted by its own spe- 
cial subjects of regret and discontent. Hi^ 
mind was so much occupied by considering 
the best means of converting Duncan of 
Knock to a sense of reverential decency 
during public worship, that he altogether 
forgot to enquire, whether Butler was call- 
ed upon to subscribe the oaths to govenu 
ment 

Some have insinuated, that his neglect 
on this head was, in some degree, intention- 
al ; but I think this explanation inconsistent 
with the simplicity of my friend David's 
character.. Neither have I ever been able 
by the most minute enquiries to know, whe- 
ther the,/&n»«fe, at which he so much scru- 
pled, had been exacted from Butler, aye or 
no. The books of the kirk-session might 
have thrown some light on this matter ; but 
unfortunately they were destroyed in the 
year 17*6, by one Donacha Dhu na Du- 
naigb, at the instance, it was said, or at 



188 



TALB8 or MY LANBIiORD.. 



least by the connivance, of the gracious 
Duncan of Knock, who had a desire to ob- 
literate the records of the foibles of a cer- 
tain Kate ^inh^ysoQ* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Now butt and ben the chmg^hoaie fiQg 

WF yill-auip Gonmientaton>— 

Here's crying ont for bakes and giDs» 

And there the pint-stoop datters. 

Wi* thick and thang, and loud and hng^ 

Wi' logic and w? scriptiue^ 

They raise a din that in the end 

Is like to breed a rupture, 

O* wrath that day. 

BoEiia. 

A PLENTiFuii entertainment, at the 
Duke of Arg}'le's cost, regaled the reve- 
rend gentlemen who had assisted at the or- 
dination of Reuben Butler, and almost all 
the respectable part of the parish. The 
feast was, indeed, such as the country itself 
furnished ; for plenty of all the requisites 
for « a rough and round** dinner, were al- 
ways at Duncan of Knock's command. 
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There was the beef and mutton on the 
braes, the fresh and salt-water fish in the 
lochs, the brooks, and firth ; game of 
every kind, from the deer to the leveret, 
were to be had for the killing, in the 
Duke's forests, moors, heaths, and mosses ; 
and for liquor, home-brewed ale flowed 
as freely as water ^ brandy and usque- 
baugh both were had in these happy times 
without duty j even white wine and claret 
were got for nothing, since the Duke's 
extensive rights of admiralty gave him a 
title to all the wine in cask, which is drifl^- 
ed ashore on the western coast and isles of 
Scotland, when shipping have suffered by 
severe weather. In short, as Duncan boast-^ 
ed, the entertainment did not cost Mac- 
Callummore a plack out of his sporran, 
and was nevertheless not only liberal, but* 
overflowing. 

The Duke*d health was solemnized in a 
hma fide \y\xm^^x ^ and David Deans him- 
self added perhaps tlie first huzza that his 
lungs had ever uttered, to swell the shout 
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With which the pledge was received. Nay, 
so exalted in :beart was he upon this memo- 
rable occasion, and so mueh disposed to be 
indulgent, that he expressed no dissastisfac- 
tion when three bag-pipers struck up, " The 
Campbells are coming." The health of the 
reverend minister of Knocktarlitie was re- 
ceived with similar honours ; and there was 
a roar of laughter, wheh one of his brethren 
slyly subjoined the addition of, *« A good 
wife to out brotheri to keep the Manse in ' 
order." On this occiasioti David Deans was 
delivered of his firstborn joke ; apparent-' 
ly the parturition was accOchpanied with' 
many throes, for sorely did he twist about 
his physiognomy, and much di(i he stumble- 
in his speech, before fie could express his 
idea, " That the lad being new wedded tO' 
his spiritual bride, it was hard to threaten 
him with ane temporal spouse in the saam 
day." He then laughed a hoarse and brief 
laughp and was suddenly grave and silent, 
as if abashed at his own vivacious effort. 
After afu>ther toast or two, JeaniCi Mrs ' 
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Dolly, and such of the female natives as had 
honoured the feast with their presence^ re* 
tired to David's new dwelling at Audiin^ 
gower, and left the gentleman to their po» 
tations. 

The feast proceeded with great glee. 
The conversation, where Duncan had it 
under his direction, was not indeed always 
strictly canonical, but David Deans escaped 
any risk of being, scandalised, by engaging 
with one of his neighbours in a recapitula* 
tion of the sufferings of Ayrshire and I^ 
n^rkshire, during what was called the in- 
vasion of the Highland Ijost ; the prudent 
Mr Meiklehose cautioning them from time 
to time to lower their voices, for ^^ that 
Duncan Knock's father had been at that 
onslaught, and brought back muckle gude 
plenishing, and that Dunran was no un« 
likely to hae been there himself^ for whi^ 
he kenn'd.'' 

Meanwhile, as the mirth grew fast and 
furious, the graver members of the party 
began to escape as well as they could* 
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David Deans accomplished his retreat, and 
Butler aniuously watched an opportunity to 
follow him. KnockdundiCT, however, desi- 
roii8» he said, of knowing what stuff was; in 
the new minister, had no intention to part 
with him so easily, but kept him pinned to 
his side, watching him sedulously, and with 
obliging violence filling his glass to the 
brim, so often as he could sei2se an oppor- 
tunity of doing so. At length, as the even- 
ing was wearing late, a venerable brother 
chanced to ask Mr Archibald when they 
might hope to see the Duk^, tarn carum 
eoj^iif as he would venture to term hina, at 
the Lodge of Roseneath* Duncan of Knock, 
whose ideas were somewhat conglomerated, 
and who, it may be believed, was no great 
scholar, catching up some imperfect sound 
of the words, conceived the speaker was 
drawing a parallel between the Duke and 
Sir Donald Gorme of Sleat ; and being of 
opinion that such comparison was odious, 
snorted thnce, and prepared himself to be 
in a passion* 
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To the explanation of the venerable di- 
vine, the Captain answered, *• I heard the 
word Gorme myself,^ sir, with my ain ears. 
D'ye think I do not know Gaelic from 
Latin ?" 

•* Apparently not, sir ;"— so the <5lergy- 
man, offended in his turn, and taking a 
pinch of snuff, answered with great cooU 
ness. 

The copper nose of the gracious Duncan 
now became heated like the bull of Pbala- 
ris, and while Mr Archibald mediated be- 
twixt the offended parties^ and the atten- 
tion of the company was engaged by their 
dispute, Butler took an opportunity to e& 
feet his retreat. 

He found the females at Auchingower^ 
very anxious for the breaking up of the con- 
vivial party ; for it was a part of the ar- 
rangement, that although David Deans was 
to remain at Auchingawer, and Butler was^ 
that night to take possession of the Manse«- 
yetJeanie, for whom complete accommo* 
dations were not yet provided in her father'^ 
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faouse, was to return for a day or two to 
the Lodge at Roseneath, andvthe boats had 
been held in readiness accordingly. They 
waited, therefore^ for Knockdunder's re- 
tura^ but twilight came^ and they still wait- 
-ed in vain. At length Mr Archibald, who, 
as a; TMXk of decorum, had taken care not to 
exceed in his conviviality^ made his appear- 
ance, and advised the females strongly to 
return to the island under his escort ^ ob- 
serving, that from the humour in which he 
Jhad left the Captain, it was a great chance 
whether he budged out of the public-house 
that nighty and it was absolutely certain 
that he would not be veiy fit company for 
ladies* The gig was at their disposal, he 
aaid, and there was still pleasant twilight 
for a party on the water. 

Jeanie, who had considerable confidence 
in Archibald's prudence, immediately ac» 
quiesced in this proposal ; but Mrs Dolly 
positively objected to the small boat. If 
the big boat could be gotten, she agreed to 
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•set out, otherwise she would sleep o& the 
jBoor, ratiher than stir a step* Reason with 
DoUy was oat of the question, and Archi- 
bald did not think the difficulty so pressing 
as to require compulsion. He observed, it 
was not using the Captain very politely to 
^deprive him of his coach and six ; ^* but as 
it was in the ladies^ service,'* he gallantly 
said, ^< he would use so much freedom— 
besides the gig would serve the Captain*^ 
purpose better, as it could come off at any 
hour of the tide ; the large boat should^ 
therefore, be at Mrs Dolly's service."* 

They watked to the beach accordingly^ 
accompanied by Butler. It was some time 
before the boatmen could be assembled) 
and ere they were well embarked, and rea^ 
dy to depart, the pale moon was come over 
the hiU, and flinging a trembling reflection 
on the broad and glittering waves. But so 
soft and pleasant was the night, that But- 
ler, in bidding farewell to Jeanie, had no 
apprehension for her safety ; and what is 
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yet more extraordinary, Mrs Dolly felt no 
alarm fot her owti. The air was soft, and 
came over the cooling wave with something 
4)f summer fragrance* The beautiful scene 
of headlands, and capes, and bays, around 
them, with the broad blue chain of moun- 
tains, were difoly Visible in the moonlight ; 
while eveiy dash of the oars made the wa- 
ters glance and sparkle with the brilliant 
phenomenon called the sea-fire. 

Hiis last circumstance filled Jeanie with 
wonder, and served to amuse the mind of 
her companion, until they approached the 
little bay, which seemed to stretch its dark 
and wooded arms into the sea as if to wel- 
come them* 

The usual landings-place was at a quarter 
of a mile^s distance from the Lodge, and 
although the tide did not admit of the large 
' boat coming quite close to the jetty of loose 
stoneswhich served as a pier, Jeaniei who was 
both bold and active, easily sprung ashbre ; 
but Mrs Dolly positively refusing to com- 
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mit herself to the same risk, the complai- 
sant Mr Archibald ordered the boat round 
to a more regular landing-place, at a consi^ 
derable distance aloBg the shore. He then 
prepared to land himself, that he might, in 
the meanwhile, accompany Jeanie to the 
Lodge. But as there was no mistaking 
the woodland lane, which led from thence 
to the shore, and as the moonlight shewed 
her one of the white chipaneys riising but of 
jbhe wood which embosomed the building, 
Jeanie declined this favour with thanks, 
and requested him to proceed with Mrs 
Dolly, who being " in a country where the 
ways, were strange to her, had mair need of 
countenance." 

This, indeed, was a fortunate circum- 
stance^ and might even be said to save poor 
Cowslip's life, if it was true, as she herself 
used solemnly to aver, that she must posi^ 
tively have expired for fear, if she had 
been left alone in the boat with six wild 
Highlanders io kilts. 
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' The night was so exquisitely beautiful/ 
that Jeanie, instead ot immediatel) direct* 
ing her course towards the Lodge, stood 
looking after the boat as it again put off 
from the side, and rowed out into the little 
bay» the dark figures of her companions 
growing less and less distinct as they dimi* 
juished in the distance, and the jorram, or 
melancholy boat song of the rowers, co* 
ming on the ear with softened and sweeter 
sound, until the boat rounded the headland, 
and was lost to her observation. 

Still Jeanie remained in the same pos* 
tare, looking out upon the sea. It would, 
she was aware, be some time ere her com- 
panions could reach the Lodge, as the dis* 
tance by the more convenient landing«place 
was considerably greater than from the point 
where she stood, and she was not sorry to 
have an opportunity to spend the interval 
by herself. 

The wonderful change which a few weeks 
had wrought in her situation, from shame 
and grief, and almost despair, to honour^ 

VOL*. lY. I 
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joy, and a fair prospect of future happiness, 
passed before her eyes with a sensation 
which brought the tears into them. Yet 
they flowed at the same time from another 
source. As human happiness is never per- 
fect, and as well constructed minds are ne- 
ver more sensible of the distresses of those 
whom they love, than when their own situa- 
tion forms a contrast with them, Jeanie*& 
affectionate regrets turned to the fate of her 
poor sister — the child of so many hopes — ^ 
the fondled ^nursling of so many years — 
now an exile, and, what was worse, depend- 
ent on the will of a man, of whose habits 
she had every reason to entertain the worst 
•pinion, and who, even in his strongest pa- 
roxysms of remorse, had appeared too much 
a stranger to the feelings of real penitence. 
While her thoughts were occupied with 
these melancholy reflections, a shadowy fi- 
gure seemed to detach itself from the copse-' 
wood on her right hand. Jeanie started, 
and the stories of apparitions and wraiths. 
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seen by solitary travelers in wild situations, 
at such ttmesi and in such an hour, sud* 
denly came full upon her imagination. 
The figure glided on, and as it came be- 
twixt her and the moon, she was aware 
that it had the appearance of a woman. 
A soft voice twice repeated, " Jeanie— 
Jeanie 1"— rWas it indeed— -could it be the 
voice of her sister ? — ^Was she still among 
the living, or had the grave given up its 
tenant ?-— Ere she could state these ques* 
tions to her own mind, Effie, alive^ and in 
the body, had clasped her in her arms, and 
was straining her to her bosom, and devour- 
ing her with kisses. ^< I have wandered 
here," she said, ** like a ghaist, to see you, 
and nae wonder you take me for ane — I 
thought but to see you gang by, or to hear 
the sound of your voice ; but to speak to 
yoursell again, Jeanie, was mair than I de- 
served, and mair than I durst pray for." 

^< O Effie ! how came ye here alone, and 
at this hour, and on the wild sea-beach ?— « 
Are you sure it's your ain living sell ?' 

6 
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There was something of £ffie*9 fbrmer 
humour in her practically answering the 
question by a f^entle pinch, more beseein* 
ing the fingers of a fairy than of a ghost. 
And again the sisters embraced, and laugh* 
ed and wept by turns. 

'< But ye maun gang up wi^ me to the 
Lodge, Effie," said Jeanie, >* and tell me af 
your story — I hae gude folk there that will 
make ye welcome for my sake.** 

*< Na, na, Jeanie,** replied her sister sor^ 
rowfully, — " ye hae forgotten what I am-*^ 
a banished outlawed body, scarce escaped 
the gallows by your being the bauldest and 
the best sister that ever lived-^I'll gae near 
nane o' your grand friends, if there was nae 
danger to me." 

*< There is nae danger — there shall be nae 
danger,'* said Jeanie eagerly* ** O Effie, 
dinna be wiifu' — be guided for anes— *we 
will be sae happy a'thegither !'' 

** I have a* the happiness I deserve on 
this side of the grave, now that I hae seen 
you," answered Effie ; ** and whethertfae re 
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were danger to mjsell or no, naebody shall 
ever say that I come with my cheat-the* 
gallows face to shame my sister amang her 
grand friends/' 

<< I hae nae grand friends,'' said Jeanie ; 
^< nae friends but what are friends of yours 
—Reuben Butler and my father.— O, un- 
happy lassie, dinna be dour, and turn your 
back on your happiness again ! We wunna 
see another acquaintance — Come hame to 
us, your ain dearest friends — it's better shel 
tering under an auld hedge than under a 
new planted wood." 

** It's in vain speaking, Jeanie — I maun 
drink as I hae brewed — i am married, and 
I maun follow my husband, for better for 
worse." 

«< Married, EfBe !" exclaimed Jeanie— 
<< Misfbrtunate creature ! and to that aw- 
fu' " 

** Hush, hush," said Effie, clapping one 
hand on her mouth, and pointing to the 
thicket with the other, ** he is yonder." 

She said this in a tone which shewed that 
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her husband had found means to inspire her 
with awe, as well as affection. At this mo- 
joient a man issued from the wood. 

It was young Staunton.' Even by the 
imperfect light of the moon, Jeanie could 
observe that he was liandsomely dressed^ 
and had the air of a person of rank. 

*' EflBe," he said, "bur time is well nigh 
spent — -the :skiff will be aground , in the 
creek, and I dare not stay longer — I hope 
your sister will allow me to salute her." 
But Jeanie shrunk back from him with a 
feeling of internal abhorrence. •* Well,'* 
said he, " it does not much signify; if you 
keep up the feeling of ill-will, at least you 
do not act upon it, and I thank you for 
your respect to my secret, when a word 
(which in your place I would have spoken 
at once) would have cost me my life. Peo- 
ple say, you should keep from the wife of 
your bosom thie secret that concerns your 
neck — my wife and her sister both know 
mine, and I shall not sleep a wink leas 
sound.*' 
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** But are you really married to my sis- 
ter, sir ?" asked Jeanie, in great doubt and 
anxiety ; for the haughty careless tone in 
¥^hich he spoke seemed to justify her worst 
apprehensions. 

" I really am legally married, and by 
my own name," replied Staunton, more 
gravely. 

** And your father — and your friends ?— ^ 

** And my father and my friends must 
just reconcile themselves to that which is 
done and cannot be undone," replied Staun- 
ton. " However, it is my intention, in or- 
der to break off dangerous connections, 
and to let my friends come to their temper, 
to conceal my marriage for the present, and 
stay abroad for some years. So that you 
will not hear of us for some time, if ever 
you hear of us again at alK It would be 
dangerous, you must be aware, to keep up 
the correspondence, for all would guess 
that the husband of Effie was the — what 
shall I call myself ?«-the slayer of Por- 
teous/' 
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Hard-hearted light man ! .thought Jeanie 
—to what a character she has intrusted her 
happiness ! — She has sown the wind^ and 
inaun reap the whirlwind. 

*« Dinna think ill o' him," said Effie, 
breaking away from her husband, and lead- 
ing Jeanie a step or two out of hearing^-— 
" dinna think %)ery ill o' him— he's gude to 
me, Jeanie — as gude as 1 deserve-^And he 
is determined to gie up his bad courses.-— 
Sae, after a', dinna greet for Effie ; she is 
better off than she has wrought for.-^But 
you — (J you! — how can you be happy 
eneiigh ? — never till ye get to Heaven, 
where a' body is as gude as yoursel.-^ 
Jeanie, if 1 live and thrive, ye shall hear of 
;ine — if not, just forget sic a creature ever 
lived to vex ye — fare ye weel — ^fare— fare 
ye weel !'* 

She tore herself from her sister's arms, 
rejoined her husband— they plunged into 
Ihe copsewood, and she saw them no more. 
The whole scene had the effect of a vision, 
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and she could almost have believed it such^ 
but that, very soon after they quitted her, 
she heard the sound of oars, and a skiff 
was seen on the Firth, pulling swiftly to> 
wards the small smuggling sloop which lay 
in the oflSng* It was on board of such a 
vessel that Effie had embarked at Porto- 
hello, and Jeanie had no doubt that the 
same conveyance was destined, as Staun« 
ton had hinted, to transport them to a fo- 
reign country. 

Although it was impossible to determine 
whether this interview, while it was pass* 
ing, gave more pain or pleasure to Jeanie 
Deans, yet the ultimate impression which 
remained on her mind was decidedly fa- 
vourable. Effie was married — made, ac- 
cording to the common phrase, an honest 
woman — that was one main point ; it seem* 
ed also as if her husband were about to 
abandon the path of gross vice, in which he 
had run so long and so desperately — ^that 
was another }-— for his final and effectual 

12 
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conversion, he did not want understandings 
and God knew his own hour. 

Siich were the thoughts with which 
Jeanie endeavoured to console her anxiety 
respecting her sister's future fortune. On 
her arrival at the Lodge^.she found Archi* 
bald in some anxiety at her stay, and about 
to walk out in quest of her. A headache 
served as an apology for retiring to rest, 
in order to conceal her visible agitation of 
mind from her companions. 

By this secession also, she escaped ano- 
ther scene of a different sort. For as if there 
were danger in all gigs, whether by sea or 
land, that of Knockdunder had been run 
down by another boat, an accident owing 

« 

chiefly to the drunkenness of the captain, 
his crew, and passengers. Knockdunder, 
and two or three guests, whom he was bring- 
ing along with him to finish the conviviality 
of the evening at the Lodge, got a sound 
ducking, but, being rescued by the crew of 
the boat which endangered them, there was 
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no ultimate loss, excepting tiiat of the tap- 
tain's laced hat, which» greatly to the satis- 
faction of the Highland part of the (fistrictt 
as well as to the improvement of • the* cot^ 
formity of his own personal appearancb, he 
replaced by a smart Highland bonnet next 
day. Many were the vehement threats of 
vengeance which, on the succeeding morn- 
ing, the gracious Duncan threw out against 
the boat which had upset him ; but as nei- 
ther she, nor the small smuggling vessel to 
which she belonged, was any longer to be 
seen in the Firth, he was compelled to sit 
down with the affront. This was the more 
hard, he said, as he was assured the mischief 
was done on purpose, these scoundrels ha- 
ving lurked about after they had landed 
every drop of brandy, and every bag of tea 
they had on board j and he understood the 
coxswain had been on shore, making parti- 
cular enquiries concerning the time when 
his boat was to cross over, and to return, 
s^nd so forth. 



't 
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*' Put the neist time they meet me on 
the Firth*" said Duncan* with great m^e8> 
ty, ** 2 ffill teach the moonlight rapscallioDS 
and vsf^hondB to keep their ain ride of the 
joad, and be tamnM to Aem," 
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CHAPTER X. 

Lard I who would live tunnoiled in m courl^ 
And may eojoy sach qniet wal]u as ihefle ? 

Sbake8peabb< 

Within a reasoQable time after Butler 
was safely and comfortably settled in his li- 
ving, and Jeanie had taken up her abode at 
Auchingoveer with her father, the predse 
extent of which interval we request each 
reader to settle according to his own sense 
of what is decent and proper upon the oc- 
casion ; and after dueproclamation of banns, 
and all other formalities, the long wooing 
of this worthy pair was ended by their 
union in the holy bands of matrimony. On 
this occasion, David Deans stoutly with- 
stood the iniquities of pipes, fiddles, and 
promiscuous dancing, to the great wrath 
«f the Captidn of Enockdunder, who said> 
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if he ** had guessed it was to be sic a tamn- 
ed Quakers' mating, he wad hae seen them 
peyont the cairn before he wad hae darken-* 
ed their doors." 

And so much rancour remained on the 
spirits of the gracious Duncan upon this 
occasion, that various " picqueerings," as 
David called them, took place upon the 
same and similar topics ; and it was only 
in consequence of an accidental visit of the 
Duke to his Lodge at Roseneath, that they 
were put a stop to. But upon that occasion 
h's Grace shewed such. particular respect to 
Mr and Mrs Butler^ and such favour even to 
old David, that Kiiockdunder held it pru- 
dent to change his course towards the lat- 
ter. He, in futiure, used to express himself 
among fHends, concerning the minister and 
his wife, as " very worthy decent folk, just 
a little over strict in their notions ; put it 
was pest for thae plack cattle to err on the 
safe side." And respecting David, he al- 
lowed that ^^ he was an excellent judge of 
nowte and sheep, and a sensible aiieugh 
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Wrle, an' it werena for his taxnned Came- 
ronian nonsense, whilk it is not worth while 
of a shentleman to knock out of an auld 
silly head, either by force of reason, or other- 
wise," So that, by avoiding topics of dis- 
pute, the' personages of our tale lived in 
great good habits with the gracious Dun- 
can, only that he still grieved Davids soul, 
and set a perilous example to the congre- 
gation, by sometimes bringing his pipe to 
the church during a cold winter-day, and 
almost always sleeping during sermon in 
the summer-time. 

Mrs Butler, whom we must no longer, if 
we can help it, term by the familiar name of 
Jeanie, brought into the married state the 
same firm mind and a£Pectionate disposition, 
— the same natural and homely good sense, 
and spirit of useful exertion, — in a word, all 
the domestic good qualities of which she 
had given proof during her maiden life. 
Bhe did not indeed rival Butler in learn- 
ing; but then no woman more devoutly 
venerated the extent of her husband's eru- 
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dition. She did not pretend to understand 
fais expositions of divinity ; but no minister 
of the presbytery bad his humble dinner so 
well arranged, his clothes and linen in equal 
good order, his fire-side so neatly swept, 
his parlour so clean, and his books so well 
dusted. 

If he talked to Jeanie of 'what she did 
not understand, — and (for the man was 
mortal, and had been a schoolmaster,) he 
sometimes did harangue more scholarly and 
wisely than was necessary, — she listened in 
placid silence ; and whenever the point re- 
ferred to common life, and was such as came 
under the grasp of a strong natural under- 
trtanding, her views were more forcible, and 
her observations more acute, than bis own. 
In acquired politeness of manners, when it 
happened that she mingled a little in so- 
inety, Mrs Butler was, of course, judged de- 
ficient. But then she had that obvious 
wish to oblige, that real and natural good- 
breeding which depends on good sense and 
good humour^ to which she joined a consi- 
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derable degree of archness and liveliness of 
manner, so that her behaviour was accept- 
able to all with whom she was called upon 
to associate. Notwithstanding her strict 
attention to all domestic affairs, she always 
appeared the real dean well-dressed mis- 
tress of the house, never the sordid house- 
hold drudge. When complimented on this 
occasion hy Punciui Kpock, who swore 
** that he thought the fairies jnust help her, 
fiince her house was always dean, and no- 
body ever saw any body sweeping it," she 
modestly replied, *^ That much might be 
dune by timing ane's turns." 

Duncan replied, ** He heartily wished 
she could teach that art to the huzzies at 
the Lodge, for he could never discover that 
the house was washed at a', except now and 
then by breaking his shins over the pail — 
Cot tamn the jauds !" 

Of lesser matters there is not occasion to 
speak much. It may easily be believed 
that the Duke's cheese was carefully made, 
and so graciously accepted^ that the offer- 
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ing became annual. Remembrances and 
acknowledgments of past favours were sent 
to Mrs Bickerton and Mrs Glass, and an 
amicable intercourse maintained from time 
to time with these two respectable and be- 
nevolent persons. 

It is especially necessary to mention, that 
in the course of five years, Mrs Butler had 
three children, two boys and a girl, all 
stout healthy babes of grace, fair-haired, 
blue-eyed, and strong-limbed. The boys 
were named David and Reuben, an order 
of nomendatiure which was much to the 
satisfaction of flie old hero of the Covenant, 
and the girl, by her mother's special desire, 
was christened EujAemia, rather contrary 
to the .wish both of her father and husband, 
who nevertheless loved MrsButler too well, 
. and were too much indebted to her for their 
hours of happiness, tpwithstand any request 
which she made with earnestness, and as a 
gratification to herself. But from some feel- 
ing, I knpw not of what kind, the child was 
never distinguished by the name of Effie^ 
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but by the abbreviation of Femie, which in 
Scotland is equally commonly applied to 
persoiis called Euphemia. 

In this state of quiet and unostentatious 
€}nj6yihent, there were, besides the ordinary 
rubs and ruffles which disturb even the 
most uniform life, two things which parti- 
cularly chequered Mrs Butler's happiness. 
•* Without these," she said to our informer, 
** her life would have been but too happy ; 
and perhaps,'' she: added, "she had need of 
some crosses in this world to remind her 
that there was a better to come behind if 

The first of these related to certain pole- 
mical skirmishes betwixt her father andh^ 
fausbahd, which, notwithstanding the mu- 
tual respect and ajBPection they entertained 
for each other, and their great love for hei*, 
-^^m)t withstanding also their general agree 
ment in strictnes^s, and even severity of 
Presbyterian principle,— often threatened 
unpleasant weather between them. David 
Deans, as our readers must be aware, was 
sufficiently opinionative and intractablj^, 



^ 
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and having prevailed on himself to become 
a member of a kirk-session imder the esta- 
blished church, he felt doubly obliged to 
evince, that in so doing, he had not com- 
promised any whit of his former professions^ 
either in practice or principle. Now Mr 
Butler, doing all credit to his father-^in-law's 
motives, was frequently of opinion that it 
were better to drop out of memory points 
of division and separation, and to act in 
the manner ipost likely to attract and unite 
all parties who were serious in religion. 
Moreover, he was not pleased, as a man and 
a scholar, to be always dictated to by his 
unlettered father-in-law ; and as a clergy* 
man, he did not think it fit to seem for ever 
under the thumb of an elder of his own 
kirk-session. A proud but honest thought 
carried his opposition now and then a little 
farther than it would otherwise have gone. 
** My brethren," he said, ** will suppose I am 
flattering and conciliating the old man for 
the sake of his succession, if I defer and give 
way to him on every occasion; and, be- 
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^ there are many on which I neither, 
can nor will conscientiously yield to his no* 
tions. I carniot be persecuting old woiheii' 
for witches, or ferretting out matter of scan« 
dal ainong the young ones, whidi might 
otherwise have remained concealed.*' 

Fnom this di^erence of opinion it hap* 
pened, that in many ca^es of nicety^ such 
as in owning certain defections, and filing 
to testify against certain backslidings of the 
time, in not always severely tracing forth 
little matters of scandal ^xAfama damosa^ 
which David called a loosening of the reins 
of discipline, and in failing to demand clear 
testimonies in other points of controversy 
which had, as it were^ drifted to leeward 
with the change of times, Butler incurred 
the censuire of his father-in-law ; and some- 
times the disputes betwixt them turned 
eager and almost unfriendly. In all such 
cases Mrs Butler was a mediating spirit, 
who endeavoured, by the alkaline smooth*- 
ness of her own disposition, to neutralize 
the acidity of theological controversy. To 
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the complaints of both she lent an unpre-- 
judiced and attentive. ear, and sought. al- 
ways rather to excuse than absolutely, to ^ 
defend the other party. 

She reminded her father that Butler had 
not *^ his experience of the auld and wrast* , 
ling times, when folk were gifted wi' a ftr 
look into eternity, to make up for the op- 
pressions whilk they suffered here below in 
time. She freely allowed that many devout . 
ministers and professors in times past had 
enjoyeddownright revelation, like the bless- 
ed Feden, and Lundie, and Cameron, and 
Renwick, and John Caird the tinkler, wha . 
entered into the secrets, and Elizabeth 
Melyill, Lady Cuhross, wha prayed in her 
bed, surrounded by a great many Christians 
m a large bed, on whilk it was placed on 
purpose, and that for three hours* time, 
with wonderful assistance ; and Lady Ro- 
bertland, whilk got sic sure outgates of 
grace, and mony other in times past ; and . 
of a specialty, Mr John Scrimgeour, minis- 
ter of Kinghom, who having a beloved ^ 
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child sick to death of the crewels, was free 
to expostulate with his Maker with such 
impatience of disiJeasure, and complaining 
so bitterly, thai at length it was said unto 
him, that he was heard for this time, but 
that he was requested to use no such bold- 
ness in time coming ; so that when he re- 
turned he found the child sitting up in the 
bed hale and fair, with all its wounds clo- 
sed, and supping its parritch, whilk babe he 
had left at the time of death. But though 
these things might be true in these needful 
times, she contended that ' those ministers 
who had not seen such vouchsafed and 
especial mercies, were to seek their rule in 
the records of ancient times ; and therefore 
Reuben was carefu' both to search the 
Scriptures and the books written by wise 
and good men of old ; and sometimes in 
this way it wad happen that twa precious 
saints might pu' sundry wise, like twa cows 
riving at the same hay-band.** 

To this David used to reply, with a sigh, 
^ Ah^ hinny, thou kenn'st little o't ; but 
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that saam John SGrixngeour^ that blew open 
the gates of heaven as an it had been wi' 
a sax-pund cannon-ball, used devoutly to 
wii^ that- most part of books were burned 
except the Bible. Reuben's a gude lad and 
a kind — I have aye allowed that ; but as to 
his not allowing enquiry anent the scandal 
of Margery Kittlesides and Rory Mac* 
Rand, under pretence that they have sou- 
th»ed sin wi' marriage, it's dear again 
the Christian discipline o' the kirk. And 
then there's Aily MacClure of Deepheugh^ 
that practises her abominations, spacing 
folks' fcntunes wi' egg-shells and mutton- 
banes, and dreams and divinations, whilk is 
a scandal to ony Christian land to suffer 
sic a wretch to live ; and I'll uphaud that 
in a' judicatures, dvil or ecdesiastlcal.'' 

** I dare say ye are very right, father,* 
was the general style of Jeanie's answer ; 
" but ye maun come down to the Manse 
to your dinner the day. The bits o' baim$» 
puir things, are wearying to see their luckie- 

dad ; and Reuben never sleeps weel, nor I 

8 
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i^f idiQr, whai you and he hae had ony W^ 

^' Nase outcast^ Jeanle ; -God forbid I suld 
CQst fc)fi^ ;Wi' th«e, or aught that is dear to 
^ee^"'; And he put on his Sunday's coat^ 
}uid . cftpie to the Manse acqordingly . 

W^th .her husband^ *Mrs JButlei imd a 
m^ice ^kect conciliatory process. Reuben 
h^ tli^ ut^post respect for the old man's 
incftives, .^d aifection for his person, as 
weU as gratitude for his early friendship. 
So that, upon any such occasion of acci- 
dental ircitation, it was only necessary to 
remind him with delicacy qf his father-in- 
law's age, of his scanty education, strong 
pr^^dices, and family distresses. The least 
of tl^ese ponsid^%it^o|is always inclined But- 
ler to measures qf .(^ciliatic«i, in ^ far as 
he could accede to them without compro- 
mising principle ; and thus our simple and 
Uiipretending heroine had the merit of those 
pea^^-mi^kers, to whom it is pronounced 
fis a benediqtion, that they shall inherit 
the earth, 

VOL. IV. K 
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The second crook in Mrs Butler's lot, to 
use the language of her father, was the dis- 
tressing circumstance, that she liad never 
heard of her lister's saf^, or df the circum- 
stances in which ishe found herself, though 
betwixt four and five years had elapsed 
since they had parted on the beach of the ^ 
island of Roseneath. Frequent intercourse 
was not to be expected — ^not to be desired, 
perhaps, in their relative situations ; but 
Effie had promised, that,^ if she lived and 
prospered, her sister should hear from her. 
She must then be no more, or sunk into 
some abyss of misery, since she had never 
redeemed her pledge. Her silence seemed 
strange -and portentous, and wrung from 
Jeanie, who could never forget the early 
years of their intimacy, the most painful 
anticipation concerning her fate. At length, 
however, the veil was drawn aside. 

One day, as the Captain of Knockdun* 
der had called in at the Manse, on his re* 
turn from some business in the^Highland 
part of the parish, and had been accommo* 
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dated, according to his special request, vnih 
a mixture of milk, brandy, honey, and wa- 
ter, which he said Mrs Butler compound- 
ed " petter than ever a woman in Scot- 
land," — ^for, in all innocent matters, she stu- 
died the taste of every one around her,— he 
said to Butler, " Py the pye, minister, I 
have a letter here either for your canny 
pody of a wife or you, which I got when 
I was last at Glasco ; the postage comes to 
fourpence, which you may either pay me 
forthwith, or give me tooble or quitts in a 
hitt at pack-camm<H)." 

Theplay ing at back-gammon And draughts 
had been a frequent amusement of Mr 
Whackbaim, Butler's principal, when at 
Libberton school. The minister, therefore, 
still piquedhimself on his skillat both games, 
and occasionally practised them, as strictly 
canonical, although David Deans, whose no- 
tionsofeverykindweremore rigorous, used to 
i^ake his head, and groan grievously, when 
he espied the tables lying in the parlour, or 
the children playing with the dice-boxes or 
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badk-gammon men. Indeed Mrs Butler 
was sometimes chidden for remoying these 
implements of pastime into some closet qr 
comer out of sight. " Let them be' wherie 
they are, Jeanie," would Butler say upon 
such occasions ; '' I am not conscious of fol- 
lowing this, or any other trifling relaxation, 
to the interruption of my more serious stu- 
dies, and still more serious duties. I will 
not, therefore, have it supposed, that I am 
indulging by stealth, and against my con- 
science, in an amusemei^t which, using it jsk> 
little as I do, I may well practise openly, 
and without any check of mmAr^Nil can- 
sdre sibi, Jeanie, that is my motto ; which 
signifies, my love, the honest and open con- 
fidence which a man ought to entertain, 
wh^n he is acting openly, and without any 
sense of doing wrong." 

Such being Butler's hunM>ur, he accepted 
the Captain's defiance to a twopenny-hit at 
back-gammon, and handed the letter to his 
wife, observing, the post-mark was Yoii, 
but, if it came fi'om her fiieod Mrs l^k- 
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erton, she had considerably improved her 
hand-writing, which was uncommon at her 
years. 

Leaving the gentlemen to their game, 
Mrs Butler went to order something for 
supper, for Captain Duncan had proposed 
kindly to stay the night with them, and 
then carelessly broke open her letter. It 
was not from Mrs !ffiekerton, and,, after 
glancing over the first few lines, she soon 
found it necessary to retire into her owit 
bed-room, to read the* documeut at leisure^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Happy thou art ! then happy be, 

Nor envy roe my lot ; 
Thy ha|^ state I enyy ibee, 

And peaceful cot. 

jfnonymout. 

The letter, which Mrs Butler, when re- 
tired into her own apartment, perused with 
anxious wonder, was certainly from Effie, 
although it had no other signature than the 
letter £. ; and although the orthography, 
style, and penmanship, were very far supe* 
rior not only to any thing which Ef&e could 
produce, who, though a lively girl, had been 
a remarkably careless scholar, but even to 
her more considerate sister's own powers of 
composition and expression. The manuscript 
was a fair Italian hand, though something 
stiff and constrained— the spelling and the 
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diction that of a person who had been ac- 
customed to read good compositions and 
mix in good society. 
The tenor of the letter was as follows : 

<' My Djbarest Sister, 
^< At many risks I venture to write to you, 
to inform you that I am still alive, and, as to 
worldly situation, that I rank higher than I 
could expect or merit. If wealth, and dis- 
ltQCtii>iii md an honourable rank, could 
jBn^ke a^. woman happy, I have them all; 
but you, Jeaniff whom the world might 
tbiiik placed far beneath me in all these 
respects, arje far happier than I am. I have 
had.tAeaiM.Qf. hearing of your welfare, my 
dearest Jeanie^ from (iine to time — I think 
lQhouI(|have broken my heart otherwise. I . 
bftVe learned with great pleasure of your in- 
fyea3ipg family. We have not been worthy 
of supb a^bic^ingi two infants have been sue- 
.cefiftiV^ly removed, and we are now childless 
r^^God's will be done. But, if we had a child, 
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it would perhaps divert hinifT6riittk glodiny 
thoughts which make him terrible to hitii^ 
self and others. Yet do not let me frighten 
yoU| Jeante ; he continues to be kindi and 
I am far better off than I deserve* You 
will wonder at my better scholarship'; but 
when I was abroad, I had the be^t teachers^ 
and I worked hard because my pro^esb 
pleased him. He iskind^ JeatiiCi onfy'he 
has much to distress him^, ^^pe^ifXfy'^MMe^ 
he looks backward. When I lOdlt h«di4fMrdl 
myself, I have aKeays $t my^^eiMnfofC } it 
is in the generous conduct of a^siH^r, #h6 
forsook me not when I was^ fon^tti tty 
every one. You have had yotirt rewmtL 
You live happy in the eHBerU mi kfve cfif 
all who know yoii^ arid! dtag^ti the tife 
of a miseraUe impostor, ind^bied for tbe 
marks of regard I receive to a tissue (^de- 
ceit and lies, which the slightest accident 
may unravel. He has pf^^uced me t» hh 
iriends, since the estate opeified to him^ ais 
the daughter of a Scotchman of raak, ba* 
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nisbed on account of the Viscount of Dun-- 
dee's wars«-^tbat isi our Fr's old friend Cla* 
vers, you know--*and he sa^FS I was edu-^ 
cated in a Scotch convent ;. indeed Ir'tiv^ 
VEL such a place loRg enough to enable me 
to support the character. But when j» 
countryman approaches mci and begins to^ 
talk, as they all do, of the various &mf 
lies engaged in Dundee's aSkir, and to 
raaliKe enquiries into my connections,, and 
whea- 1 see Im eye bent on mine with sqcfaf 
an expression of agony, my terror brings^ 
me. to the very risk of detection^ Qood« 
nature wA politenesis have hithertot savQ^^ 
roe, a9 they prevented people from pressing 
on me with distr-essing questions;. But bow 
loQg.-.^ how long, will this be the case 1 — 
And if I bring this disgrace on him, he will 
bate me— *he will kill me, for as much aa be* 
loves me \ he is as jealous qf his. family bo^ 
Hour nowr as ever he was qareless about i4< 
i have been in Ei^and four months, and^ 
have often thought of writing to you; and 

119^ 
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yet, such are the dangers that might arise 
from an intercepted letter, that I have hi- 
therto forborne. But now I am obliged to 
run the risk. Last week I saw your great 
friendi the D. of A. He came to my box, 
and sate by me ; and something in the play 
put him in mind of you — Gracious Heaven ! 
he told over your whole London journey to 
all who were in the box, but particularly to 
the wretched creature who was the occasion 
of it all. If he had known — ^if he could 
have conceived, beside whom he was sit- 
ting, and to whom the story was told ! — I 
suffered with courage, like an Indian at the 
stake, while they are rending his fibres 
and boring his eyes, and while he smiles ap- 
plause at each well-imagined contrivance of 
his torturers. It was too much for me at last, 
Jeanie — I fainted ; and my agony was im- 
puted partly to the heat of the place, and 
partly to my extreme sensibility j and, hy- 
pocrite all over^ I encouraged both opi- 
nions-^any thing but discovery. Luckily 
he was not there. But the incident has 
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led to more alarms. I am obliged to meet 
yoar great man often ; and he seldom sees 
me without talking of £. D. and J^ D., and 
R. B. and D. D., as persons in whom my 
amiable sensibility is interested. My ami- 
able sensibility !!!-~ And tiien the cruel 
totoe of light indifference with which per- 
sons In the ffl»hionable world speak toge^ 
ther on the most affecting subjects ! To hear 
my guilt, my fi[dly, my agony, the foil:];les 
and weaknessea of my friends — even your 
heroic exertioiis, Jeanie, spoken of in the 
droHing style which is the present tone in 
£ishfonable life^— Scarce all that I formerly 
endured is equal to this state of irritation 
^•— then it was blows and stabs-^now it is 
pricking to death with needles and pins. — 
He — 1 mean theD.^goes down next month 
to spend the shooting*season in Scotland 
«^he says, he makes a point of always di- 
ning one day at the Manse — be on your 
guards and do not betray yourself, should 
he mention me~-Yourself, alas ! you have 
nothing to betray—nothing to fear— It is 
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£. whose Kfe is once mere in ycmr brads— ^ 
it is £. whom you jajBe to save fto» bejog 
phieked of hei^ bocrfirwed plxu»63».diseover-r 
ed, branded, and trodden davm^ first by 
him, perhaps, who has raised her to this 
dizzy pinnaele !-^Tbe i^icLosure wiU reach 
you twice a-year— do iiot refuse it-^t is 
out of my own aUowaace^ and may be twiee 
as much when you wiint it* With you it 
may do good— with me it i^ever can* 

** Write to me soon, Jeaoie, or I shalt 
remain in the ogomsumg appnofaHemioiijthdt 
this ha& faUen into wrong hands— -Addresa 
simply to L. $.9 under cover, to the Reve- 
rend George Whiterose, in the Minstet • 
Close, York. He thinks I correspond witb 
some of my nofate Jacobite ceiattons wha 
are in Scotland. How. hi^-ehureh. and 
jacobifeicai zeal would born in his cheeky^ 
if he knew he was the agent, not df£uphe- 
misi Setoun, of the honourable bouse of 
WiDton, but of £. D., daughter of a Cm^ 
ronian caw-feeder !«^Jeame, Icftn laugh yet 
sometimes-— 'but God proCecst you from such 

11 
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mrtiu — My father-^! mean yow fetlier, 
would sfty if was like the idle eraeliUiig of 
thorns; biiri^ the thorns keiap tbeir po^nao- 
cy, they remain uncoBSumed— ^Farewell, 
my dearest Jeanie — Do not show this eten 
to Mr Sittlof^ milcb less to any oneebc^—I 
In^re e^&y respect ioi liim» but his princi- 
ple are ovel^ strictt and my ease wili not 
endwe severe handling**— I rest youc si£&e« 
ttooAle stster^ £»'' 

Inr this- long letter there was much to 
anfprise as well as to distress Mrs Butlen 
.That Effie^-^hec sister Effie^ should he min« 
gling freely in society, aud apparently on 
not unequal termi^ with the Duke of Ar- 
gyle, sounded like som^bing so extraordi* 
jfiary, that she even doubted if she read 
tfuly. Nor was it less majrvellou&^ that» 
m the space of four years, her education 
should have made such progress. Jeanie'e 
humility veiidify allowed that £ffie had al- 
irays, wbeii she chose i^ been smarter at 
her book than she hesself was^ but then she 



2S0 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

was very idle, and, upon the whole, had 
made much less proficiency. Love, or fear, 
or necessity, however, bad proved an able 
schoolmistress, and completely supplied 
all her deficiencies^ 

What Jeanie least liked in the tone of the 
letter was a smothered degree of egotisoi. 
•* We should have heard little about her," 
said Jeanie to herself, *^ but that she was 
feared the Duke might come tolearti wha she 
was, and a' about her puir friends here ; but 
Effie, puir thing, aye looks her ain way, and 
folks that do that think mair o* themselves 
than of their neighbours.-^! am no clear 
about keeping her siller/' she added, ta* 
king up a 50L note which had fallen outof 
the paper to the floon *^ We hae aneugh, 
ai)d it looks unco like theA-boot, or hush- 
money, as they ca' it } she might bae been 
sure that I wad say naething wad harm her, 
for a' the gowd in Lunnon.' And I maun 
tell the minister about it I dinna see that 
she suld be sae feared for her ain bonnie 
bargain of a gudeman, and that I shouldna 
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reverence Mr Butler just as much ; andsae 
rU e'en tell him, when that tippling \K)dy 
the Captain ha^ ta'en boat in the morning. 
— ^But I wonder at my ain state of mind," 
she added, turning back, after she had made 
a step or two to die door to join the gentle* 
men ; ^^ surely I am no sic a fule as to be 
angry that Effie's a braw lady, while I am 
only a minister's wife? — and yet I am aS 
petted as a bairn, when I should bless God; 
that has redeemed her from shame, and po- 
verty, and guilty as ower likely she might 
hae been plunged into." 

Sitting down upon a stool at the foot of 
the bed, she folded her arms upon her bo- 
som, saying within herself, ^< From this 
place will I not rise till I am in a better 
frame of mind ;'' and so placed, by dint of 
tearing the veil from the motives of her little 
temporary spleen against her sister, she 
compelled herself to be ashamed of them, 
and to view as blessings the advantages of 
her sister's lot, while its embarrassments 
were the necessary consequences of errors 
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long since committed. And thus she fairly 
vanquished the feeling of pique which ^he 
naturally enough eutertained, at seeing £f« 
fie, so long the object <^ her care and her 
pity, soar suddenly so hi^h above her ia 
life^ as to reckon amongst the chief objects 
of her apprehension the risk of their rela« 
tionship being discovered^ 

When this unwanted burst of MKwr^prohi 
fre was thoroughly subdoedj she walked 
down to the little parlour where the gentle* 
men were finishing their g^me, and heard 
from the Captain a confirmatioo of th? 
news intimated in her letter^.that the Duke 
of Argyle was shortly expected at Roso^ 
9eath. 

«( He'll find plenty of moor-fi^wls aiiii 
plaek^cock on the moors of Auchiogower^ 
and he'll pe nae doubt for taking a late 
dinner, and a ped at the Manse, as he ha» 
done pefbre now.*' 

*^ He has a gude right, Captaii^'' said 
Jeanie. 
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«* Teilane better to ony ped in the kin- 
tra," answered the Captain* *« And ye 
had pctter tell your father, puir pody, to 
get his beasts a^ in order, and put his tamn^ 
^d Catneronian nonsense out o' hits hesid f&s 
twa ov three days^if he can pe so opligin^; 
for fan I speak to him apout prute pestial^ 
he answers me out o' the Pible, whilk is not 
using a shentleman weel, unless it pe a per- 
ftoh of yoor doth, Mr Putler.** 
' - No' one ' understood better than Jeanie 
Che merit of the soli; answer, which turneth 
awity wrath ; and she- only smiled ^ and ho- 
f^ that his Grace wo»ld find every thing 
that was under her father's care to hi$ eo^ 

-me B$aa»fk6tioiw 

9ut the Captain, who had lost the whole 
postage of the Mukr at back-gammon, waa 
in the pooting mood not unusu^ to losers^ 
-ftfid which, say^ the proverb, tmis/t be ai^ 
lowed to: tbein. 

/ <^ And, Master Butter^ though you know 
I never meddle wtt^ die thmgs of your 
kirk sessions, yet I must pe allowed to Mf 
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that I will not pe pleased to allow Ailie 
MacClureof Deephaugh to pe poonished as 
a witchy in respect she only spaes fortunes, 
and does not lame, or plind, or pedevil 
any persons, or coup cadgers' carts, or ony 
sort of mischief J but only tells people good 
fortunes, as anent our poats killing so many 
seals and doug-fishes, whilk is very pleasant 
to hear/' 

^* The woman,'' said Butler, ** is, I be- 
lieve, no witch, but a cheat ; and it is 
only on that head that she is summoned to 
the kirk-session, to cause her to desist in 
future from practising her impostures upon 
ignorant persons." 

** I do not know," replied the gracious 
Duncan, *' what her practices or her pos- 
tures are> but { pelieve that if the poys take 
hould on her to duck her in the Clacban* 
purn, it will be a very sorry practice-^ 
and I pelieve, moreover, that if I ^ome in 
thirdsman among you at the kirk-sessionsy 
you will pe all in a tamn'd btd posture ia* 
deed;' 
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Without noticing this threat, Mr Butler 
replied^ '^ That he had not attended to the 
risk of ill usage which the poor woman 
might undergo at the hands of the rabble^ 
and that he would give her the necessary 
admonition in private, instead of bringing 
her before the assembled session." 

*< This/' Duncan said, ^< was speaking 
like a reasonable shentleman ;*^ and so the 
evening passed peaceably offi 

Next morning, after the Captain had 
swallowed his morning draught of Athole 
brose; and departed in his coach and six, 
Mrs Butler anew deliberated upon commu* 
nicating to her husband her sister's letter* 
But she was deterred by the recollection, 
that in doing so she would unveil to him 
the w;hole of a dreadful secret, of which, 
perhaps, his public character might render 
him an unfit depositary. Butler already had 
reason to believe that ECBe had eloped with 
that same Robertson who had been a lead- 
er in the Fortius mob, and who lay under 
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sentence of death for the robbery at Kirk - 
aldy. But he did not know his- identitjr 
with George Staunton, a man of birth and 
fortune, \ifho had now apparently re»assu« 
med his natural rank in society. Jeanie 
had respected Staunton's own confessioa 
as sacredj and upon reflection she consi« 
dered the letter of her sister as equally so, 
and resolved to mention ^e contents to no 
one. 

On re»perusing the letter^ she could not 
h^lp observhig the staggering, and unsatis* 
factory condition of those who have risen 
to distinction by undue paths, and the out- 
works and bulwarks of fiction and falsdiood^ 
by which they are under the necessity of 
surrounding and defending ^eir precarious 
advantages. But she was not called up9D» 
she thought, to unveil her sister's original 
history-— it would restore no right to anyi 
one, for she was usurping none-— it would 
only destroy her happiness^ and degVade 
her in the pubtic eimmatioo. Had she 
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been wise, Jeanie tiiought she would have 
chosen seclusion and privacy, in place of 
public life and gaiety ; but the power of 
choice might not be hers. The money she 
thought could not be returned without 
seeming haughty and unkuid. She resolved, 
therefore, upon re- considering this point, to 
employ it as occasion should serve, either 
in educating her children better than her 
own means could compass, orfor their future 
portipp. lier sister had enough^ was strong- 
ly bound to assist Jeanie by any means in 
her power, and the arrangecuent was so na- 
tural and proper, that it ought not jbo be 
declined out of fastidious or romantic deli- 
cacy. Jeanie accordingly wrote to her sis- 
ter, acknowledging her letter, and request- 
ing to hear from her as often as she could. 
In entering into her own little details of 
news, chiefly respecting domestic affairs, 
she experienced a singular vacillation of 
ideas; for sometimes she apologized for 
mentioning things u^iworthy the notice of 
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a lady of rank, and then recollected that 
every thing which concerned her should be 
interesting to Effie. Her letter, under the 
cover of Mr Whiterose, she committed to 

» 

the postofiice at Glasgow by the intervene 
tion of a parishioner who had business at 
that city. 

The next week brought the Duke to 
Roseneatfa, and shortly afterwards he inti- 
mated his intention of sporting in their 
neighbourhood, and taking his bed at the 
Manse, an honour which he had once or 
twice done to its inmates on former occa* 
sions. 

Effie proved to be perfectly right in her 
anticipations. The Duke had hardly set 
himself down at Mrs Butler^s right hand, 
and taken upon himself the task of carving 
the excellent ** batn-door chucky," which 
had been selected as the high dish upon 
this honourable occasion, before he began 
to speak of Lady Staunton of Willingham 
in Lincolnshire, and the gr^at noise which 
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her Wit and beauty made in London. For 
much of this Jeanie was, in tome measure, 
prepared — butEffie's wit! that would never 
have entered into her imagination, being 
ignorant how exactly raillery in the higher 
ranks resembles flippancy among their in- 
feriors. 

" She has been the ruling belle — ^the 
blazing star — the universal toast of the win- 
ter,'* said the Duke*; •• and is really the 
most beautiful creature that was seen at 
court upon the birth- day .** 

The birth* day t and at court !-^Jeanie 
was annihilated, remembering well her own 
presentation, 4iH its extraordinary eircum- 
stances, and particularly the cause of it. 

** I mention this lady particularly to you, 
Mrs Butler," said the Duke, <^ because she 
has something in the sound of her voicp, 
and cast of her countenance, that reminded 
me of you — not when you look so pale 
though-^you have over fatijgued yonf self-^ 
you must pledge me in a glass of wine." 

She did so, and Butler observed, ** It was 

9 
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dangerous flattery in hi3 Grace to tell a poof 
minis^ter's wife that she was like a court* 
beauty." 

« Oho ! Mr Butler," said the Dukje, «* I 
find you are growing jealous ; but it'&ra* 
ther too late in the day, for you know how 
long I have admired your wife. But se« 
riously, there is betwixt them pne of those 
inexplicable likenesses which . we see. in 
countenances, that do not otbarwi^e re-* 
semble each other." 

<< The perilous part of the compliment 
has flown ofi^" said Mr Butler. 

His wife, feeling tbe a.wkwardnf ss of si* 
lence, forced herself to s^y^ '^Jbat, p^« 
haps, the lady might be her cqui^ti^y woman^ 
and the iaoguage might make soix)e resem- 
blance*" ' 

« Yoii are quite r;gpt," replied the Duke. 
<< She is a Scotchwoman, and speaks with 
a Scotch accent, and now and then a pro- 
uncial word drops out so pret^tily, that it 
is quite Doric, Mr Butler." 

<' I should have thought," said the cler- 
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gfmsoif ^* tbat would have sounded vulgar 
iu the ^eat city." 

*< Not at aH,** replied the Duke ; <« you' 
must suppose it is not the broad coktst 
SeoU^ that is spoke in the Cowgate of 
Edinbui^b, or in the Gorbals. This lady 
hm been very little in Scotland, in f act-— 
She Was educated in a convent abroad, and 
speaks that pure court-Scotch, which was 
oommpn in my .younger days $ but it is so 
^generally disused now, that it sounds like a 
^^erent dialect, entirely distinct from our 
modern pakmr 

Notwithstanding her anxiety, Jeanie 
could not faetp admiring within herself, 
how the most correct Judges of life and 
mantten can be imposed on by their owa^ 
preconceptions^ wUle the Duke proceeded' 
thus : ** She is of the unfortunate house of 
Wlntoun, I bdieve; but, beang4»red abrtxtd, 
ahe had missed the opportune of learning, 
her own ped^ree, and was obliged to me 
for informing her, that she comes of the 
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Setons of Wwdygi>uU X wish you ecmld 
have seen how prettily she biuriied at htr 
Qwn ignoraoce. Amidst her: noble ftnd ele- 
gant mannersy there b now* atict then a Itt^ 
tie touch of bashfulnessi ami o<ttiventua) 
rusticity,, if I may m11 it 8% that m^fkes her 
quite enchanting. Yon seie at once the 
sose that badisiloomei ontfiriebed amid the 
<^nte precinct of :tkeoloist€y4 Mr Biitler.f 
^ True to the bint, HfBMiW failed not 'to 
start witii \m 



ft 



Ut fios in septis secreias nasdtur bsaBtiB,** &e. 



whUe his wife could hardly persuade her- 
self that alUthts was spoloeo of* EffieDems, 
and by so codopeteni a jiKlge as. the 'Duke* 
of Argyie | and. had s^ been acquainted 
wijth CatuUua, would :ha^:thbught the for- 
tunes: iMf her siiiter budirevevsedtbe whole 

• Sna vfas, however, dfet^nnipedito^ obtain^ 
soiiie indemnificatidn fi>r.' the anxious feeU 
ings of the moment^ by gaining all the In- 



Up l fi^iia e^ flbe eatald ; and therefore vtn* 
tilted' to make sonfte etiquify tbotit the hus- 
bMd «f 'die lady his' Grace i^oiired so 
much. •' ' ' . J •• 

<' H* w very rteft,^ replied ihe Dnke ; 
nP aa dBcient fanrily^ imd' Has goad man- 
tter« ; btit* h< ir far fi^om h^g such a fk- 
Vourite as His^ Wifb^^-^ni^ people say he 
dan be very pleasant-**-*? liiver saW Him so ; 
but should^ rather jcrdgehinr reserved; and 
gloomy ted caprieknis. * Ho^^ias v^wild 
in bis youth, they s^, and harbad health; 
yet h^ n a yomig good-looking man enough 
-*-a great friend of your Lord High Com- 
nSasion^r of the Kirk, !Mr Butler* 

^ Hien he fs <tfe friend bf a very worthy 
and honourable hobieman/^ said Butler. 

^* Doei he admire hts lady as mtictr as 

Other people do }^ said J6anie,* in b: loW 

• > ■ ■ *. 

voiee* 

w Who — Sir George? They say' he 'is 

very fond of her," said the Duke ; " but I 

observe she tremUw^i little when he fixes 

his eye on ber^ and t^at is no good sign-— 
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But it is strange how I am b»uitf ed. bjT tMs. 
resemblance of ^ ypiifa; to. JUAf Stauntoo^ 
in look and tone of vokot One would al» 
most swear you were sisters." 

Jeame-s distress became uncontroulable. 
and beyond concealment, The Duke of 
Argyle was much disturbed, good-natured*' 
ly ascribing it to his having unwittingly 
recalled to her remembrance her.&miiy,'^ 
misfortunes. He was too well-bred to at*; 
tempt to apologize ;. but hastened tq cbange> 
the subject^and arrange, certain points of 
dispute which lad occurred b^wixt Dun- 
can of Knock and the minister, acknow- 
ledging that his wortiiy substitute was some- 
times a little too obstinate^ as well as too 
energetict in his*executive measwes. 

, Mr Butler admitted .his general merits ^ - 
but said, *' He would presume to apply to 
the worthy gentleman the words of the 
poet to Marrucinus Asinius, 

Non b^lle viims in jooo att^ue vino.^ // 
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The discourse being thus turned on pa- 
fish-buunessi nothing farther occurred that 
can interest the readen 
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CHAPTER XIL 



Upon mj bead they placed a fruitless crown. 
And put a barreB sceptre in my gripe. 
Thence to be wrenched by an unlineal hand, 

Kb SOB of mine suoceeding. 

Macbeth. 



Aftse this period, bat under the most 
strict precautions against discovery, the 
sisters corresponded occasionally, exchan* 
ging letters about twice every year. Those 
of Lady Staunton spoke of her husband'^ 
health and spirits as being deplorably un« 
certain } her own seemed also to be sink-, 
ing, and one of the topics on which she 
most frequently dwelt, was their want of 
family. Sir George Staunton, always vio* 
lent, had taken some aversion at the next 
heir, whom he suspected of having irrita* 
ted his friends against him during his ab- 



aence } and be declared, he would bequeath 
Wiliiagham and a]l its lands to a hospital^ 
ere that fetch and carry tell tale should in- 
herit an acre of it. 

<< Had he but a child/' said the unfortu* 
nate wife, ^^ or had that luckless infant sur* 
vived, it would be some motive for living 
and for exertion* But Heaven has denied 
us a blessing which we have not deserved.^ 

Such complaints, in varied form, but 
turning frequently on the sartie topic, fill- 
ed the letters which passed from the spaci- 
ous but melancholy halls of Willtnghamg to 
the quiet and happy parsonage at Knock* 
tarlitie. Years meanwhile rolled on amid 
these fruitless repinings* John Duke of 
Argyle and Greenwich died in the year 
1743, universally lamented, but by none 
more than by the Butlers, to whom his be- 
nevolence had been so distinguished. He 
was succeeded by his brother Duke Archi« 
bald, with whom they had not the same in- 
timacy } but who continued the protection 
which his brother had extended towards 
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them. This, indeed, became mofe neeesK 
sary than ever ; for^ after the breaking out 
and suppression of the rebellion in 1745^ 
the peace of the country, adjacent to the 
Highlands, was considerably disturbed. 
Marauders, or men that had been driven 
to that desperate mode of Ufe^ quartered 
themselves in the fastnesses nearest to the 
Lowlands, which were thdr scene-of plun- 
der ; and thpre is scarce a glen in the ro- 
mantic and now peaceaUe tiighlands of 
Perth, Stirling, and DumbartcMishire, wh^e 
one or more did not take up their resi^ 
dfence. 

The prime pest of the parish of Knocktar^ 
itiie wad a certain Donachadbu na Duuaigh» 
or Black Duncan the Mischievous, whom 
we have already casually mentioned. This 
fellow bad been originally a tinkler or caird't 
many of whom stroll about these districts ; 
but when all. police was disorganissed 1^ 
the; civil war, he threw up his profession, 
and. from half thief became whole robber; 
asd being generally at the head of three or 
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fdur active young fellows^ and he himself 
artful, bdd,^ and well acquainted with the 
passes, he plied - his new profession with ' 
emolument tahiflfisel^ and infinite plague 
to the country^ 

All were convinced that Duncan of * 
Knock Qould have put down his namesake 
Donacha any motmag he- had a mind;, 
for there were in the parish a set of stout 
young nien, who had joined ' Atgyle's ban«> 
lier in the war v under his old friend, and 
behaved very well upon several t)ccas26ns» 
And as for tlieir leader, as no one doubt- 
ed his courage^ it was generally supposed- 
t&atl^onadia had found out the mocle 
of conqiliating ^his -favour, a thing not very^. 
uncommon in that age and country. This 
was the^ mor^ readily^ believed, as David 
Deans's cattle (being the prop^-ty of the 
Dulse) were left untouched, when the mitai- 
sterns cows werecwried off by the thieves. 
Another attempt was made to renew the 
same.actof tapine, and the cattle were in : 

L.S„ 
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the act of being driven off, when Butler, 
laying his {H*<^e68ion aside in a case of such 
necessity, put himself at the«head of some 
of his neighbours, and rescued the creagb^ 
an exploit at which Deans attended in per* 
aon on tlie occasion, niotwithstanding his 
extreme old ag^i mounted on a Highland 
poney, and girded with an old broadsword, 
likemng himself (for he fsuled not to arro^ 
gate the whole merit of the expedition) to 
David, the soti of Jesse, when he recovered 
the spoil of Ziglag from the Amalekites» 
This spirited behaviour had so &r a good 
feffect, that Donaeha dhii na Dunaigh kept 
hffi distance for some time to come ; and, 
though his distant expldta were frequently 
spoken of| he did not exercise any depreda- 
ticms m that pait of the country. He coni» 
tinued. to flourish, and to be heard of occa* 
vonally, uotH the yiear VtSl^ when, if the 
fear dk tl^ second David had kept him in 
check, &te released kim from that restraint, 
for the venerable patriarch of St Leonard's 
was that year gather"^ to bis fathers. 
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David Deans died fall of yc^urd and of 
honour. He is believed, for the exact time 
of his birth is not known^ to have lived up- 
wards of ninety years ; for he used to speak 
of events^ as falling under his own know- 
l^gCi which happened about the time of 
4he battle of Both well* Bridge. It was said 
that he even bore arms there ; f6r once^ 
when a drunken Jacobite laird wished for 
a Bothwell*Brigg whig^ that <' he might 
stow the lugs but of his head/' David in- 
formed him with a peculiar austerity of 
countenance^ that if he liked to try such a 
pranky there was one at his elbow ; and it 
required the interftrence of Butler to pre- 
serve the peace. 

He expired in the arms of his beloved 
daughter, thankful for all the blessings 
which Providence had voudisafed to hitn 
while in this valley cf strife and triat-^ 
and Uiankful also fbr the trials he had 
been -visited with ; having found them^ 
he saidy needful to mortify that spiritual 
pride and confidence in his own gil^i 
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which was the side on whieh the wily Ene- 
my did most sorely beset hkn. He pmyed 
in the most afi^ting manner for Jeonie, her 
husband, and her family, and thai her af* 
fectionate duty to the puir auld man migfat 
purchase her length of days here, and hap- 
piness hereafter; then, in a pathetic pe- 
tition, too wdl understood by those who 
knew.his family circumstances, be ^sought 
the Shepherd of souls, while gath^ng. his 
flock, not to foiget the little one that had 
strayed from the fold, and even then might 
be in the hands of the ravening woU;-— He 
prayed for the natioital Jerusalem, that 
peace might be in her land and prosperify 
in her palaces — for the weHare of the ho- 
nourable House of Argyle, and for the con* 
version of Duncan of Knodi;dunder. Af- 
ter this he was silent, being exhausted, nor 
did he again utter imy thing distinctly. He 
was heard indeed to mutter something 
about national delfectiona, right4iand ex* 
tremes, and left-hand fallings off; but, -as 
A[ay Hejltly observed^ his head was car« 
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ried at the time : and it is probable that 
these expres»ons^ eoeurred to hkn merely 
out of general habit, and that he died in the 
full spirit of charity with all men. .^^tout 
an hour afterwards^ he slept in tlie Lord. 

Notwithstanding herfather^s advanced 
age, hia death was . a severe shock to Mrs 
Bnller. Much of her time had been dedi- 
cated to attending to his health and his 
wlirfies^ and she felt as if part of her busi- 
ness in the wwld was ended, when the good 
old man was no more. His wealth, which 
caine nearly to fifteen hundred pounds, in 
di^osable capitali served to raise the for« 
tunes of the family at the Manse. How to 
dispose of this sum tor the best advantage 
of his family, was matter of anxious consl* 
deratiim to Butler. 

. << If we put it on heritable bond, we will 
maybe lose the interest ; for there's that bond 
over Lottnsbeck's' land, your father coul^ 
neitheir get principal nor interest for it— 
If we bring it into the funds^ we will may* 
be lose the principal and all^ as many did in 

S 
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the South-sea scheme. The little estate of 
Cratgsture is in the market — ^it lies with* 
in two miles of the Manse, and Knock says 
bis Grace has no thought to buy it. But 
they ask £2,500, and they may, for it is 
worth the money ; and were I to borrow 
the balance, the creditor might call it up 
suddenly, or in case of my death my iami* 
ly might be distressed." 
^ '« And so, if we had mair sf Ifer, ^e might 
buy that bonnie pasture-grouiid, where the 
grass comes so early ?" asked Jeanie* 

^' Certainly, my dear ; and Knockdon* 
der, who is a good judge, is strongly advi-^ 
sing me to it.— To be sure it is his nephew 
that is selling it." 

" Aweel, Reuben," said Jeanie, " yc 
maun just look up a text in Scripture, as ye 
did when ye ^'anted siller before«-^jast look 
Op a text in the Bible." 
.^ <* Ab, Jeanie/' sa£d Butler, laughing and 
pn;9stiig her band at the sam^ time^ *^ the 
b^QtrpltopIe. in these times cau.oolywork 
miracles, ooce." • : 
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«' We will see," said Jeanie composedly ; 
and, going to the closet in which she kept 
her honey, her sugar, her pots of jelly, her 
vials of the more ordinary medicines, and 
which served her, in short, as a sort of store- 
room, she -jangled vials and gallipots, till, 
from out the darkest nook, well flanked by 
a triple row of bottles and jars, which she 
was under the necessity of displacing, she 
brought a cracked brown cann, with a piece 
of leather tied over the top. Its contents 
seemed to be written papiers, thrust in dis- 
order into this uncommon secretaire. But 
from among these Jeanie brought an old 
clasped Bible, which had been David Deans'9 
companion in his earlier wanderings, and 
which he had given to bis daughter when 
the failure of his eyes had con) pell ed him to 
use one of a larger print. This she gave 
to Butler, who had been looking at her 
motions with some surprise, and 'desired 
him to see what that book cotiki do for 
him. He opened the clasps, and to bis 

astonishment a parcel of '£90 bank-Bot«:s 

4 
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dropped out-from betwixt tbe-leavesy whiere * 
they: had been separately lodged/ and Sul^- 
tered upon the floor. <« I didna think tOF 
hae tauld you ,o' my wealth, Reuben ^^ sai$ 
his wife» smiling at his surprise, ** till on 
my death- bedf or^ maybe on some family^ 
pincb; but it wad be better laid out^en yon^ 
bonny grass-holmsi than lying useiess hero^ 
in this auld pigg*'! 

^ How on earth came ye. by that siUef^ 
Jeanie ?-^Why, here is more than a thou-' 
sand pounds," said Butler^ lifting up. and* 
counting the.notes*.. 

*< If it were, ten thousaody it's a* honestly^ 
come by/' said Jeanie ; ** and troth Lken«« 
na how muckle there is o't» but it's a' there> 
that ever I got.--^And: aa for how I came by> 
it» Reubens-it's weel qojpq^je, and honest-c 
ly, as I said before-*^ And it^mair folk's se*^ 
cret than mine, or ye wad hae kenned about- 
it lang syne ; and as for ony thing else» I 
am not free to answer mair questions aibout ? 
it, and ye maun just ask me nane.'^ 

5^ Answer me but one/' said Butler. ^* Is 
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H ail fteely aad iodisputaUy your own 
property, to dinpose ol^ it as you think fit ?^ 
-^Is it po^isible. bo one has a claim in so 
laigea sufls except you 7*^ 

<^It wu mine) free tadispose orit as I 
like,'' answered Jeaaie ; ^^ and 1 have dis* 
posed- of it ahready, for now it is yours, 
Beuben-^You are Bible Butter now, as 
weel as. your forbear^ thftt my puijr father 
had stc an ili will afe^ Oiify if ye like, I 
wad wish Femie to get a gude share o 't 
when we arp gane/' 

** Ceitainly, it shall be as you chuse— 
But wh0 on eaidh ever pitched on such a 
Uding-place for te mperah treasures ^ 

<< That is just ane a' my auld-fashioned 
gates, as you ca' them, Reuben. I thought 
tf Donacha- Dhu was ta make an outbreak 
upon us» the Bible was the last thing > in 
lAie house he wad meddle wi'-^but ap' qny 
mair siller should drap in, as it is not un& 
likely, I shall e'^ pay it ower to you, and 
ye may lay it out ^our ain way." 

^' And 1 positively, must not ask you 
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how you have come by all this n^otiey 7^ 
said tlie clergyman* 

'< Indeed, Reuben^ you must not; for H 
you were asking me very sair I wad maybe 
tell yoUi and then I am sure I would do 
wrong." 

" But tell me," said Butler^ '^ is it any 
thii^ that distresses yow own mind ?* 

*^ 1 here is b^ith weal and woe come aye 
wi' warld's gear, Reuben ; but ye maun-ask 
me naetbing mair— This siller binds me to 
naething, and can never b^ speei:ed bade 
agaiii.'^ 

*< Surely/' said Mr Butler, wben he liad 
again counted . over the money, as if to 
assure himself that the notes were real, 
<< there was never man in the world had a 
wife like mine— a blessing seems to follow 
her." 

*« Never,*' said Jeanie, "since the en^ 
chanted princess in the bairns' fairy tale, 
that kamed gold nobles out o' the tae side 
of her haffit locks, and Dutch dollars out o^ 
the tother. But gang away now, minister, 
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and piit bj the siller, and dinna keep th^ 
notes wampishing in your hand that gat^ 
or I will wish them in the brown pigg 
again, for fear we get a black cast about 
thenQ-— we're ower near the, hills in these 
times to be thought to hae siller in the 
house* And, beside?, ye maun gree wi' 
Knockdunder, that has the selling o' the 
lands; and dinna you be simple 4ind let 
him ken o' this windfa', but keep him to 
the very lowest penny, as if ye had to bor* 
row siller to make the priee up." 

In the last admonition Jeanie showed 
distinctly, that, although she did not un« 
derstand how to secure the money which 
came into her hands otherwise than by 
saving and hoarding it, yet she had some 
part of her father David's shrewdness, even 
upon worldly subjects. And Reuben But- 
ler was a prudent man, and went and did 
even as his wife had advised him. 

The news quickly went abroad into the 
parish that the minister had bought Craig* 
sture ; and some wished him joy, and some 



s«» 
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*^ were sorry it had gane out ef the auld 
Bame.'* However, his clerical brethren un« 
derstanding that he was under the necessi- 
ty of going to Edinburgh about the en- 
suing Whitsunday, to get together David. 
Beans's cash to make up the purchase-mo- 
ney of his new acquisition, took the oppor- 
tunity to name him thetr delegate to the 
General Assembly, or Convocation of the 
Scottish Church, which takes place usualljp 
in the latter end of the month of May; 
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tJHAPTER XIU, 

•'But who is this ? what thing of 8«ft or laad-* 

Female of sex it seems— 

That so bedeck^, ornate^ aod g^y, 
^Coaki$ thiB way lalingi 

« 

Not long after the incident of the Bible 
and the bank-notes. Fortune showed that 
she could surprise Mrs Butler as well as 
her husbapd. The minister, in order to 

* 

a.ccomglish the various* pieces of businesSy 
ivhichhis unwonted visit to Edinburgh ren- 
dered necessary, had been under the neces* 
sity of setting o.ut from home in the latter 
^d of 4iie month of February, concluding 
justly, that lie would find the spacei betwixt 
his departure .and the term of Whksunday 
(24th May) short enough for the purpose 
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of bringing forward those various debtors 
of old David Deans, out of whose parses a 
considerable pairt of the price of his new 
purchase was to be made good. 

Jeanie was thus in the unwonted situa* 
tion of inhabiting a lonely hojusci imd she 
felt yet more solitary from the death of the 
good old man, who used to divide her cares 
with her husband. Her children were her 
principal resource, and to them she paid 
constant attention^ 

It happened, a day or two after Butler's 
departure, that, while she was engaged in 
some domestic duties, she beard a dispute 
among the young folks, which, being main- 
tained with obstinacy, appeared to call for 
her interference. All came to theiir natu-> 
rat umpire with their complaints. Femie, 
not yet ten years old, charged Davie and 
Reubie with an attempt to take away her 
book by force ; and David and Reubeit 
replied, the eider, «* That it was not a 
book for Femie to read,** and Reuben, 
<< That it was about a bad woman*" 
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** Where did ye get the book» ye lit- 
tle heiYipie?'' said Mrs Butler. *< How 
dare ye touch papa^s books when he is 
away ?^ ■ 

But the little lady, holding fast a sheet- 
of crumi^d paper, declared, *< It was nane 
o' papa's books, and May Hettly had ta- 
ken it off the muckle cheese which came 
from Inverara;'' for, as was very natural 
to suppose, a friendly intercourse, with in- 
terchange of mutual civilities^ was kept 
up from time to time between Mrs Dotty 
Dutton, now Mrs MacCodcindale, and her 
f<H*mer friends. 

Jeanie took the sulyect of ^x)iitetttion 
out of the child's hand, to satisfy herself of 
the propriety of her stu^Sv; ;but bow nducb 
was she struck when she read upon the 
title of the l>roadstde sheet, ^ The Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Woids of 
Margaret; MacCraw, or Murdockson; ex- 
ecuted on Harabee^hiU, near Cu-liale, td9e 

— day of ' 1787." It was, indeed, one 

of those papers which Archibald had bought . 
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at 'Longt6wD» \¥lien he monopolized the 
pedlar's stock, which DoUy had thrust into 
her trunk out of sheer economy. One m 
two copies, it seems, had remained in her 
vepositories at Inverara, till i^e ^htfnced to 
need them in packing a cheese, which, as 
a very superior productioni was^ent, in the 
way of civil challenge, to the dairy at Knock* 
tarlittCt 

. The title of this paper^ so strangely fallen ' 
into the very hands from which, in weH« 
meant respect to her feelings^ it had been 
so long, detainedt wlis of itself sufficiently 
startling i but the narrative itself was so in- 
teresting^ liiat Jeante, shaking he^elf loose 
from the thiidren, ran up stairs to her own 
apartmett^ and ))olted the door, to peruse 
it without interruption* 

The narrative, which appeared to have 
been d«^wn up, x>r at least corrected) by 
the. clergyman who attended this unhappy 
woman, stated the crime for which she su& 
fered.to have been ^* her active part in that 
atroeious robbety and murderi committed 



'^ 
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near two years since near Haltwhistle, for 
livhich the notorious Frank Levitt was com- 

• 

mitted for trial at Lanqaster assizes.' It was' 
supposed the evidence oif the accomplice, 
Thomas Tuck, commonly called Tyburn 
Torn, upon which the woman had been con- 
victed, would weigh equally heavy against 
him J although many were inclined to think 
it was Tuck himself who had struck the fa- 
tal blow, according to the dying statement 
6f Meg Mu^'dockson.*' 

After a circumstantial accotmt of the 
crime for which she suffered, there was a 
brief sketch of Margaret's life/ It was 

stdtod, that she was a Scotcbwoman by 

• • • 

birth,, and married a soldier in the Came- 
ro^ian regiment — ^that she lodg followed 
the camp, and had doubtless acquired in 
fields of batfle, and similar scenes, that fero- 
6ity and love o^f plundef for which she had 
beeti afterwards dfstinguished***-that her 
husband, having obtained his discharge, 
b)ecttme sefvant tc^ a beneficed clergyman 
of high situation and character in Lincoln- 
vox*. IT. M 
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shire, and that she acquired the confidence 
and esteem of that honourable famiiy. She 
had lost this many years after her hus- 
band's deaths it was stated, in consequence 
of conniving at the irregularities of her 
daughter with the heir of the family, added 
to the suspicious circumstances attending 
the birth of a child,, which was strongly 
suspected to have met with foul play, in or- 
der to preserve, if possible, the girl's repu- 
tation. After this, she. had led a wandering 
life both in England and Scotland, under 
colour sometimes o^ telling fortunes, some- 
times of driving a trade in smuggled wares, 
but, in fact, receiving stolen goods, and oo- 
casionally actively joining in the exploits 
by which they were obtained. Many o£ 
her crimes she had boasted of after convic- 
tion, and there was one circumstance for. 
which she seemed to feel a mixture of joy 
and occasional compunction. When she 
was residing in the suburbs of Edinburgh 
during the preceding summer, a girl, who. 
had been seduced by one of her coiife4c« 
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rates, was entrusted to ber chargCt and ia 
her house delivered of a male iniistnt. Her 
daughter, whose mind was in a state of de» 
rangement ever since sh^ had lost her own 
child, according to the criminal's account, 
carried off the poor girl's infant, taking it 
for her own, of the reality of whose death 
she at times could not be persuaded. 

Margaret Murdockson stated, that she, 
for some time, believed her daughter had 
actua% destroyed the infant in her mad fits, 
^nd that she gave the father to understand 
so, but afterwards learned that a female 
stroller had got it from her* She i^owed 
^ome compunction at having separated mo-» 
ther and child, especially as the mother had 
nearly suffered death, being, condemned, on 
the Scotch law, for the supposed murther 
of her infant* When it was asked what 
possible interest she could have had in ex* 
posing the unfc^tunate girl to suffer for a 
<;rime she had not committed, she asked^ 
if they thought she was going to put her 
own daughter into trouble to save another ? 
she did not know what the Scotch law would 
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have dope to herfor carrying the child awsiy; 
This answer was by no means satisfactory 
to the clergyman, and he discovered, by 
close examination, that she had a deep and 
revengeful hatred against the young person 
whom she had thus injured. But the paper 
intimated, that, whatever besides she had 
communicated upon this subject, wa« con- 
fided by her in private to the worthy and 
reverend Arch-Deacon who had bestowed 
such particular pains in aflfording her spiri-* 
tual assistance. The broadside went on to 
intimate, that after her execution, of which 
the particulars were given, her daughter, 
the insane person mentioned more than 
once, and who was generally known by the 
name of Madge Wildfire, had been very ill 
used by the populace, under the belief that 
«he was a sorceress, and an accomplice in 
her mother's crimes, and had been with dif- 
ficulty rescued by the prompt interference 
of the police. 

Such (for we omit moral reflections, and 
all that may seem unnecessary to the expla- 
nation of our story,) was th« tenor of the 
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broadside. To Mrs Butler it contained in* 
telligetice of the highest importance, since 
it seemed to afford the most unequivocal 
proof of her sister's innocence respecting the 
crime for which she had so nearly su£feredt 
It is true, neither she nor her husband, nor 
even her father, had ever believed her ca- 
pable of touching her infant with an unkind 
hand when in possession of her reason ; but 
there was a darkness on the subject, and 
what might have happened in a moment of 
insanity was dreadful to think upom Be- 
sides, whatever was their own conviction, 
they had no means of establishing Ef&e's 
innocence to the world, which, according 
to the tenor of this fugitive publication^ 
was now at length completely manifested 
by the dying confession of the person chiefly 
interested in concealing it. 

After timnking God for a discovery so 
dear to her feelings, Mrs Butler b^gah to 
consider what use she should make of it. 
To have shown it to her husband would 
have been her first impulse, but, besides 
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that he ivas absent from home, and the 
matter too delicate to be the subject of 
correspondence by an indifferent penwo- 
man, Mrs Butler recollected that he was 
not possessed of the information necessary 
to form a judgment upon the occasion, and 
that, adhering to the rule which she had 
considered as most advisable, she had best 
transmit the information immediately to her 
sister, and leave her to adjust with her 
husband the mode in which they should 
avail themselves of it. Accordingly she 
dispatched a special messenger to Glas- 
gow, with a packet, inclosing the Confes* 
sion of Margaret Murdockson, addressed, 
as usual, under cover^ to Mr Whiterose of 
York. She expected, with anxiety, an an- 
swer, but none arrived in the usual course 
of post, and she was left to imagine how 
many various causes might account for 
Lady Staunton's silence. She began to be 
half sorry that she had parted with the 
printed paper, both for fear of its having 
fallen into bad hands, and from the desire 
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of regainifig the docnment, which might 
be essential to establish her sister's inno*- 
c^nce. She was even doubting whethei^ 
she had not better commit the whole mafc- 
ter to her husband^s consideration, whe& 
other incidents occurred to divert her pur- 
pose» 

Jeanie (she i» a favourite, and we beg^ 
her pardon for still using the familiar title) 
had walked down to the sea-side with hec 
children one morning after breakfast, when 
the boys^ whose sight was more discrimi^ 
Dating than hefs, exclaimed, that ** the 
Captain's coach and six was coming right 
for the shore^ with ladies in if Jeanie in^ 
Btinctively bent her eyes on the approach- 
ing boat, and became soon sensible that? 
there were two females in the stern, seated 
be^iJe the gracious Duncan, who acted as^ 
pilot. It was a point of politeness- to* walk 
towards the landing-place, in order to re- 
ceive them, especially aa she saw that the 
Captain of Knockdunder was upon ho^ 
nour and ceremony. His piper was in the. 
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boW' of the boat> sending forth music, of 
which onei half sounded the better that 
the other was drowned by the waves and 
the breeze. Moreover^ he himself had his 
brigadier wig newly frizised, bis bonnet (hje 
had abjured the cdcked hat) decorated with 
Saint George's red cross, his uniform mount- 
ed as a captain of militia, the Duke's flag 
with the boar's head displayed-^all. intima- 
ted parade and gala. 

As Mrs Butler approached the landing- 
pl$ice, she observed the Captain hand tlie 
ladies ashoiie with marjks of great atten- 
tion, and the party advanced towards her, 
the Captain a few steps before the two la- 
dies, of whom the taller and elder leaned on 
the shoulder of the other, who seemed to 
be an attendant or servant. 

As they met^ Duncan, in his best, mast 
important, and deepest tone of Highland 
civility, " pegged leave to introduce to Mrs 
Putler^ Lady— eh — eh-r^I hae forgotten 
youf leddyship's name." 

^ Never mind my name, sir,'* said the 
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lady; ^< I trust Mrs Butler will be at no 
loss. The Duke's letter"-- — And, as she 
observed Mrs Butler lo<^ confused, she 
said again to Duncan^ something sharply, 
^ Did you not send the letter last night, 
sir?" 

'< In troth and I didoa^ and I crave your 
leddyship's pardon ; but you see, matam, 
I thought it would do as weel to-tay, pe* 
cause Mrs Fuller is never taen out o' sorts 
— never — and the coach was out fishing-^ 
and the gig wasgaen to Greenock for a cag 

of prandy— and Put here's his Grace's 

letter," 

'< Give it nte, rir," said the lady, takin'g it 
out of his hand ; *^ since you have not found 
it convenient to do me the favour to send 
it before me, I will deliver it myself." 

Mrs Butler looked with great attention, 
and a certain dubious feeling of deep inte- 
rest on the lady, who thus expressed her- 
self with authority over the man of author 
sity, and to whose mandates he seemed ta 

M SI 
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submit, resigning the letter with a ^* Jmt 
as your leddyship is pleased to order it/' . 

The lady was rather above the middle 
size, beautifully made, though something 
en boH pointy with a hand and arm exqui- 
sitely formed. Her manner was easy, dig* 
nified, and commanding, and seemed to 
evince high birth and the habits of elevated 
society. She wore a travelling dress — a 
grey beaver hat, and a veil of flanders 
lace« Two footmen, in rich liveries, who 
got out of the barge, and lifted out a trunk 
and portmanteau, appeared to belong to 
her suite. 

*« As you did not receive the letter, ma- 
dam, which should have served for my in- 
troduction—for I presume you are Mrs 
Butler — I will not present, it to you till you 
are so good as to admit me into your house 
without it." 

« To pe sure, matam," said Knockdun- 
der, " ye canna doubt Mrs Putler will do 
that— Mrs Putler, this is Lady — Lady — 
these tamn'd Southern names rin out o' 
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my head like a stane trowling down hill- 
put I believe she is a Scottish woman porn' 
-— the mair our credit — and I presume her 
leddyship is of the house of r" 

** The Duke of Argyle knows my family 
very well» sir," said the lady, in a tone 
which seemed designed to silence Duncan, 
or, at any rate, which had that efiect cotQ- 
pletely. 

'fhere was something about the whole of 
this stranger's address, and tone and man- 
ner, which acted upon Jianie's feelings like 
the illusions of a dream, that teaze us 
with a puzzling approach to reality. Some* 
thing there was of her sister in the gait and 
manner of the stranger, as well as in the 
sound of her voice, and something also, 
When, lifting her veil, she shewed features, 
to which, changed as they were in expres- 
sion and complexion, she could not but at- 
tach many remembrances* ^ 

The stranger was turned of thirty certain- 
ly J but so well were her personal charms as* 



£76 TALES OF MT LAKDLOftm 

sisted by the power of dress, and arrange* 
ment q£ ornament^ that she might well hav« 
passed for one-and twenty.. And her beha. 
viour was so steady, and so^ CQjfxiposed, that 
as often as Mrs Butlerperceived an^w.some 
point of resemblance: tO: her u^fQrtu»ate 
sister^ so oftea the sustained self-con^n^aQd 
and absolute compQsure.of the stranger der 
stroyed the ideas which began to ^irise in 
hep icaagination. She led the wi^y. sUently 
tawards the Mause, lo«t in a cpnfosioQ of 
reflections, and trus^ng the letter with 
which she was tabethei^e entimst^d,, would 
afibrd her satisfactory explanation o£ what 
waa a most puzzling and embarrassing scene> 
The lady maintained in the meanwhile 
the manners, of a straogftr of ra^I^. Sh^ 
admired the various points of view like one 
who has studied nature, ^nd th^best repre? 
sentations of art^ At length, she todk, nor 
tice of the children, 

. •« These are two fine young nKNantain^ers 
— Your's, madam, I pa?esuroe ?" 
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Jeanie replied ini the affirmati?e. * The 
stranger sighed^ and sighed once more as 
they were presented to her by name. 

•« Come here, Femie," said Mrs Butler, 
*' and hold your head up." 
- « What is your daughter's name, mar 
dam ?" said the lady. 

<< Euphemia, madam^" answered Mrs 
Butler. 

« I thought the ordinary Scottish con- 
traction of the name. had been Efiie," re- 
plied the stranger in a tone which went to 
Jeanie's heart; for in .that single word 
there was more of her sister — more of lang 
syne ideas — than in a}l the reminiscences 
which her own heart had anticipated, or 
the features and man;ner of the stranger 
had suggested.. 

When they reached the Manse, the lady 
gave Mrs Butler the letter which she had 
taken out of the bands of Knockdunder ; 
and as she gave it she pressed her hand» 
adding aloud, <* Perhaps, nmdam, you will 
have the goodness to get me a Uttle milk»!'' 
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^ And me a drap of the grey-peard, if 
you please, Mrs Putter,** added Duncan. 

Mrs Butler withdrew, but deputing to 
May Hettley and to David the supply of 
the strangers' wants, she hastened into her 
own foom to read the letter. The enve- 
lope was addressed in the Duke of Ar^Ie*s 
hand, and requested Mrs Butler's atten- 
tions and civility to a lady of rank, a parti* 
cular friend of his late brother, Lady Staun- 
ton of Willingham, who being recommend* 
ted to drink goats' whey by the physicians, 
was to honour the Lodge at Roseneath 
with her residence, while her husband 
made a short tour in Scotland. But with* 
in the same cover, which bad been given 
to Lady Staunton unsealed, was a letter 
from that lady, intended to prepare her 
sister for meeting her, aiid which, but for 
the Captain's negligence, she ought to have 
received on the preceding ' evening. It 
stated that the news in Jeanie's last letter 
had been sq interesting to her husband, 
that he was determined to enquire ferther 
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into the confession made at Carlisle, and 
the fate of that poor innocent, and that as 
he had been in i^me degree successful, she 
had by the most earnest entreaties extorted 
rather than obtained his permission, under 
promise of observing the most strict incog* 
nito, to spend a week or two with her sis- 
fer, or in her neighbourhood, while he was 
prosecuting researches, to which (though it 
appeared to her very vainly) he seemed to 
attach some hopes of success. 

There was a postscript, desiring that 
Jeanie would trust to Lady S. the manage- 
ment of their intercourse, and be content 
with assenting to what she should propose. 
After reading and again reading the letter, 
Mrs Butler hurried down stairs, divided 
betwixt the fear of betraying her secret, 
and the desire to throw herself upon her 
sister's neck. Effie received her with a 
glance at once affectionate and cautionary^ 
and immediately proceeded to speak. 

"I have been telling Mr , Captain 

> this gentleman, Mrs Butler, that if 
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you could accomtnodate me with an aparb- 
.ment in your house, aad a pl$ce for Ellis 
to sleep, and for the two men, it would suit 
me better than the Lodge, which his Grace 
has so kindly placed at my disposal. I am 
advised I should reside as. near where the 
goats feed as possible^'* 

^< I have peen assuring my Lady, Mrs 
Putler/^ said Duncan, " that Aough it 
could not discommode you to receive any 
of his Grace'$ visitoi:s or mine, yet she had 
mooch petter stay at the Lodge y, and for 
the gaits, the creatures can be fetched 
there, in respect it is mair fitting they suld 
wait upon her Leddyship, than, she upon 
the Uke pf them*'* 

*^ By no means, derange the goats, for 
me,'* said Lady Staunton ; <' I am certain 
the milk must be much better here." And 
this she said with languid negligence, as 
one whose slightest intimation of humour 
vjts to bear down all argument. 

Mrs ButJer hastened to intimate, that her 
house, §uch. as it was,^ was heartily at the. 
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dtapoiaL of Lady Staonion j but the Cap- 
ain coQtinued to remonstrate. 

"The Duke/' he said^ « had written''— 
<< X will settle all that with his Grace"— 
*^ And there were the things had been 
sent, down frae Glasco" — 

'^ Any thing necessary might be sent 
oyer to the Parsonage — She would beg the 
favour of Mrs Sutler tOi shew her an apart^ 
ment^ and o£ the Captain to have her 
trunks, &c. sent over from Roseneath/' 

So she curtsied off poor Duncan, who 
departed, saying in Iiis secret soul, <* Cot 
tamn her English impudence !— she takes 
possession of the minister's house^as an it 
wece her bio-^-and speaks to shentlemeos 
as if they wece pounden servants, an pe 
tamn'd taher I — And there's the deer that 
was shot too-^but we will send it ower to 
the Nfanse, whUk will pe put civile seeing 
I faae prought worthy Mrs Putlec sic a 
fli&kmahoy"— And with these kind inten- 
tions, be went to the shore to give his or- 
ders accordingly. 
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In the meantime, the meeting of the siflk 
ters was as affectionate as it was extraordi- 
nary, and each evinced her feelings in the 
way proper to her character. Jeanie t^as 
so much overcome by wonder, and even by 
awe, that her feeKngs were deep, stunning, 
and almost overpowering. EiBe, on the 
other hand, wept, laughed, sobbed, scream* 
ed, and clapped her hands for joy, all in the 
apace of five minutes, giving way at once, 
and without reserve, to a natural excessive 
vivacity of temper, which no one, however, 
knew better how to restrain under the rules 
of aiftificial breeding. 

After an hour had passed like a moment 
in their expressions of mutual affection. 
Lady Staunton observed the Captain walk- 
ing with impatient steps below the window. 
«« That tiresome Highland fool has return- 
ed upon our hands,'* she said. *^ I will 
pray him to grace us with his absence*** 

" Hout no ! hout no V* said Mrs Butler, 
in a tone of entreaty ; ^* ye mauna aflOront 
the Captain.** 
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•* Affront T said Lady Staunton ; ^' no- 
body is ever affronted at what I do or say, 
my dear. However, I shall endure him, 
since you think it proper.*' 

The Captain was accordingly graciously 
requested by Lady Staunton to remain 
during dinner. During this visit his stu- 
dious and punctilious complaisance towards 
the lady of rank was happily contrasted by 
the cavalier air of civil familiarity in which 
he indulged towards the minister's wife. 

" I have not been able to persuade Mrs 
Butler^** said Lady Staunton to the Captain, 
during the interval when Jeanie had left 
the parlour, " to let me talk of making any 
rfecompence for storming her house, and 
garrisoning it in the way I have done.'^ 

" Doubtless, matam," said the Captain, 
<* it wad ill pecome Mrs Putler, wha is a 
very decent pody, to make any such sharge 
to a lady who comes from my house, or 
hisGrace's, which is the same thing. — And,, 
speaking of garrisons, in the year forty- 
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five» I was poot with a garrison of twenty 
of my lads in the house of Inver-Garry, 
whilk had near been unhappily for"-— 

<« I beg your pardon^ sir— But I wish I 
could think of some way of indemnifying 
this good lady*" 

<< O9 no need of intemnifying at all — no 
trouble for her, nothing at all-^— So^ peing ia 
the house of Inver^Garry, and the people 
about it being uncanny, I doubted the 
warsty and'*— 

^* Do you happen to know, sir," said 
Lady Staunton, ** if any of these two lads, 
these, young Bdtlers, I mean, show any 
turn for the army ?" 

*^ Could not say, indeed, my leddy/' re- 
plied Knockdunder — ^< So, I knawing the 
people to be un chancy ,^ and not to lippen 
to» and hearing a pibroch in the wood^ I 
pegan to pid my lads look to their flints, 
and then"— 

•* For^" said Lady Staunton, with the 
most ruthless disregard to the narrative 
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which she mangled by these interruptionsy 
<* if that should be the case» it should cost 
Sir George but the asking a pair of colours^ 
for x>ne of them at the War-office, since we 
have always supported government, and ne- 
ver had occasion to trouble ministers*" 

" And if you please, my leddy,** said 
Duncan, who began to find some savour in 
this proposal, ** as I hae a braw weel grown 
lad of a nevoy, caM Duncan MacGilligan, 
that is as pig as paith the Puder paims 
putten thegether. Sir George could ask a 
pair for him at the same time, and it wad 
pe put ae asking for a\" 

Lady Staunton only answered this hint 
with a well*bred stare, which gave no sort 
of encouragement. 

Jeanie, who now returned, was lost in 
aoiazement at the wonderful difference be- 
twixt the helpless and despairing girl, whom 
she had seen stretched on a .flock-bed in a 
dungeon,expectingaviolentanddisgracefttl 
death, and last ^s a forlorn exile upon the 
midnight beach, with the elegant, well-bred. 
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beautiful woman before her. The features, 
now that her sister's vdil was laid aside, did 
not appear so extremely different, as the 
whole manner, expression, look, and bear- 
ing. In outside show. Lady Staunton seem- 
ed completely a creature too soft and fair 
(or sorrow to have touched ; so much ac- 
customed to have all her whims complied 
with by those abound her, that she seemed 
to expect she should even be saved the 
trouble of forming them ; and so totally 
unacquainted with contradiction, that she 
did not even use the tone of self- will, since 
to breathe a wish was to have it fulfilled. 
She made no ceremony of ridding herself of 
Duncan so sooa as the evening approach- 
ed ; but complimented him out of the house 
under pretext of fatigue, with the utmost 
nm-chalance. 

When they were alone, her sister could 
not help expressing her wonder at the self* 
possession with which Lady Staunton sus- 
tained her part. 

*« I dare sj^ you are surprised at it," said 
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Lady Stauntoti, compodedly ; ^V for you, 
my dear Jeanie» have beep truth itself frotu. 
your cradle upwards; but you 'must re- 
member that I am a liar of fifteen years 
statiding, and therefore must by this time 
be used to my character." 

•In fact, during' the feverish tumult of feel- 
ings excited during the two or three first 
days, Mrs Butler thought her sister's manner 
was completely contradictory of the des- 
ponding tone which pervaded her corres- 
pondence. She was moved to tears, indeed, 
by the sight of her fiither's grave, marked by 
a modest stone, recording his piety and inte- 
grity ; but lighter impressions and associa« 
ttons had also power ovei; her. She amused 
herself with visiting the dairy, in which she 
had so long been assistant, and was so neaf 
discovermg herself to May Hettly, by be* 
traying her acquaintance with the celebra- 
ted receipt for Dunlop cheese, thisit she 
compared herself to Bedreddin Hassan, 
whom the vizier, his father- in*law, disco* 
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vered by his superlative skill id composing 
cream-tarts with pepper in them. But when 
the novelty of such avocations ceased to 
amuse her, she showed to her sister but too 
plainly, that the gaudy colouring with which 
she veiled her unhappiness afforded as little 
real comfort, as the gay uniform of the sol- 
dier when it is drawn over his mortal wound. 
There were moods and moments, in which 
her despondence seemed to exceed even 
that which she herself had described in her 
letters, and which too well convinced Mrs 
Butler how little her sister's lot, which in 
appearance was so brilliant, was, in reality, 
to be envied. 

There was one source, howeveri from 
which Lady Staunton derived a pure de- 
gree of pleasure. Gifted in every particu- 
lar with a higher degree of imagination 
than that of her sister, she was an admirer 
of the beauties of nature, a tasl^ewhich com- 
pensates many evils to those who happen 
to enjoy iU Here her character of a fine 
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hdy stopped shout, Mrbere she ought, to 
hiEive i 



^' SdmmM. iit ilk dens^^ and; samdi'drat^llui Imw, 
. As loud aa ahe had aee^ the w^nrte-eow.'' 

» . ... 

O A the contrary, with the 4wo boys for her 
guideq, she uQjdertook long and fatiguing 
walks among the neighbourkig mountains, 
to visit gl^M, lakes, wat«r-falls, er what* 
<ey<^r scenes of patuFal wonder or be^ty 
lay concealed among their recesses|^ - It is 
Wordsworth, I thiuk, who^ talking of an 
old man under difficulties, remsMrks, wkn 
Angular attentim to nature, 

^' •— -^— wbediflrit waa;caK ihat spuned iim, 
Ood only knows; but to the vevy laat^ 
He had the lightest foot in £nnerdale»'' 

. In the .same raantner, languid,. listless, 
and unhappy, at times even indicating 
something which approached near to con* 

VOL. IV. N 
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MiBpt of Ham lumely .aeootntMNtetioni of 
her sister's house, although she instantigr 
endeavoured, by a thousand kindnesses, to 
atooe&r ^lib^ebid^oss of sfdeep, >iAdy 
Staunton speared to fyA ^Met^ and di- 
ergy while in the open air, and amid the 
inounteih kfldscupes, and. in society with 
&Le iwa boys^ whose ears she deiighteii 
^vith stories df'Wtet she had seen in othar 
countries, and what she had to show 
at' Willingham Manor. And tbey^ tn 
other hand, isxerted themselves m doing 
the honours of Oambkrtonshii^ to the hidy 
\rho seemed so kind, insomuch* that there 
was scarce a glen in ^ the neighbouring hilhi 
to which they did not introduce her. 

UpoB Ofiie>Jofthie8e''es«i»iimit, while Aeu* 
ben was *otherwite engagied; Bavid alone 
acted as Lady Statintoii's guide, and pro- 
mised to show her a cascade in the hills, 
grander and 'higher than any they had ^yet 
Visited. It' was a wdlk of fis^ long mtles^ 
and over rough ground, varied,- fcoM^ever, 
and cheered by mountain viewS|*Sid^eps 



/ 

itonr>o£ (te Friftb and ila ^slftnds, now of 
4ntent>lates9 now of>rodks «tid pre^picesi 
Tli0scenieitse}fi't0Of whM tfaey t^qh^ it| 
taq^y^vewarded tbe labmir of the walk« A 
l^fiigle shoot carried a eonsiderabk sifeadi 
over the. face of a black rock, whmfa con^ 
tbftited iStccmgly Jii oo)€»ir wish the white 
Mib of utile c«dide» and, at the depth ^ 
ftbdot emnty feet» MMibtrrodk iiitei^ceptdd 
4te if i0v <df the b4it«om of the fall. Th« 
•^iwter^ wb^dftig ^ opt ibr /batiea;th| &irept 
io«Aad 4he ejrag, which thiis^JboutMded^eir 
;fwir; wiB ttimbted ddwti «be fooky gl«a 
i&i.a torfent' of ^toam. Tho^ who love 
liuittire aU(^3 desine ' to penetrdte unto ita 
itftmott iifeoeft$c»^ ^MidM&ady 'Taunton* asked 
'^Smii^:^edkbhtiMft mm ^not ioti» ^Aiode of 
igsiiAnif I a viewi[>f Ihe a^s at the foot ' of 
<the[rfiitlj :iie iBaid ^IM; he knew a sftitioti 
rbn laf/stielf on thi^ ibrtheF ^ideof thfe ittt;er- 
loe^liig ro(k) 'fl^m. whidi tb^ whbte wetter- 
i&Uiwjton^iaiW^, Iwt tfiititheiroad to it ^^as 
-si^^^tnd istipp^ry and daiig«Miis« B^iit, 
irottrd«ef,Mbn j^atij^kig her icMiodif^, ihe 
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deaired bim 4to lead the way.; bibA acoMd* 
ingly be did so over ciag. and sfcbiie^ al^U 
pu$ly poiBttng outto her the re6tii^*plftces 
.where ahe ought to steft, for their mode of 
advanciog woDoeaeed to be walkings and 
became «onunUiiig. 

Iq thi3 maonert dingtDg like aea-biida 
to the face of ibe^rockt they wete eoaUed 
At length to,4urn.4:oiudat» ud came full in 
•front of the ^1, which Jiere bad a aspat Im- 
mendous aapect» boilii^ r^mngf and tbtt»' 
•dering with uoceaaing dio» 4nto a blad^ 
jcauldvon^a hundredfeet at lea«t«below tbem» 
which resembled th^.xrater of a ^oloana 
The*dttt» the4ashing^f the waters, wbidsi 
.gave an unsteady appearance to sH around 
them» the trembling even of the huge GFSg 
•on which they stood, the pfecariousneaa ^ef 
rtbeir footing, for there was scarce room for 
. them to stand on the shelf CKf rock which 
.they Imd thus attained, ^ad sp powecfiil mi 
;^(t on the senses and imagination of 
Lady Stauntooy that she called oi«t to J^ 
vid At was fallings and wwldinfact have 
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dropped from the crag had he not caught 
hold of her. The boy wias bold and stout 
of his age«-H9itiU he was but fourteen years 
old, and as his assistltnce gave nd confi- 
dence to Lady Staunton, she felt her situa* 
tion become really perilous. The chance 
WAS, ihBtj in the appalUng novelty of the 
^cumstances, he might have caught the 
infection of her panic, in which case it is 
likely that both must have perished. She 
now screamed with terror, though without 
hope of calling any one to her assistance. 
To her amazement, the scream was an* 
swered by a whistle fiH>m above, of a tone 
so clear and shrill, that it was heard even 
amid the noise of the waterfall. 

In this QMment Of terror and perplexity,* 
a human fac^, black, and having grizzled 
hair hanging down over the forehead and 
cheeks, and mixing with moustaches and a 
beard of the itonie colour, ^md as much 
matted and tangled, looked down on them 
from a broken part of the rock above. 
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/' It is The EbMoy ^ stid Ibe. biiyi, iiiiO 
had nearly beccum M6^[mb]e o{nMipp0tliog 
Lady Staunlcffl. 

•* Nq^ no/' she ejwfauwed^ iaateeislMe 
to sup€mft toml t&rpmh ani: ccMkoired to At 
ppesence of iniiid of wlitt:h>sbe.' bsdtlbemi 
deprived by the danger of her sStAsit^xm 
*Mt is a maa-^for God's. aal»B^ Mj^&Hsnh 
latelpus!-' 

The faoe glared^ iK: ibetn^ bwit ;i3iliid(el'4if 
answer) in a f»cQf^Qfty^fSi(Uirm9t^j\Map 
other, that of a ^rpiup^ lad«: aj^nre d<bfsidd 
the firsti equally s^i^art and -te^tfWied^' tuX 
having tangled black b4ic» descetridteg^in 
elf lodis, wlych gft^an air of ivildtie^enii 
ferocity to the whole expres&ifin&.Off tJM 
eouatenance. Lady Stauiijboit refpeAMdrylier 
entreaties^ €&igi]»g to the\rqeli;%ilbf flMTt 
energy, as shefOiiDd thafe/firtim the* sepioH 
stitious tenor of h0r guidfe' lue beeamfeitt^ 
capable of auppprCing hm* Her iMsdtf 
were pi^obably drowaed vA^tmi^liam 
falling stream, for^ itiliougb 4hit^ observed 
the lips of the younger being whom she 
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Mpplifiated mQVf as. lie q^ein i«{4ji poi 
a word reached her aar» 

Amomantafterwardsit appa^sdrba' jhad 
a9t m}8l»t&ea the nfO^^avof bw^wWiMf^ 
tioiH whi<4i»;iiHiaadf wfis aaq; taiboTiuid^ 
Elood firom^b^r siUiatioDaadgaatoreB. Tbe 
7oq9^(^^p»riilipii di^afipearady aod.inaqtijQi- 
4^ata)y; a(lar loirorad a.lac^r qttimU^ 
ofienii abo^teigl^ feat in l6qg)Lb^aii4fCa4# 
mi^is ^ tQ ClafHd. ta hal4 it i ff^i idiila. tlja 
]#d^aae«ndad« D«s^ngivaa(caamg9yaqf| 
feidiiig h^SQlf in tbw %iir$AVpr?d¥^ 
l4|dy .Sta^9tQii di4 iM?fe h«pr|ala^ toc risk^ thf 
pscant fa^ tbe: fvocai^a moaiBia.iKdiicbi.tbii 
aeaommodatiafi a£^4ad $ %ti^ earefiilljif stii- 
p)9t»d by t^r p«8C|ii who had. tijiup proyb- 

dwt^Jly coioeio. hm ajidl^ sba^rmchiBd tha 
amppoitim safely. . She. did oat, bawavan 
.aj^api . Ippk. awviid.h€«KntiI she aa^ bar 
PUpbew iigbtly and actively foUow bei? '^ 
fl^pjlp,, al<^oi)gb tbareiwaa aa^Wiim opa.t^ 
Ji|cdd^tb#Jad4er fastU Wb^n ab^ aaiw^ hm 
g^fe aba la0lE«d rou)id> aad pould.iK)t hsAfi 
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flbttddering at tlie ^phce and company in 
which she found herself. ' * 

' They were on a sort of platform of rock, 
rarrounded on every side by precipices, or 
orerhinging cliffi, and which it would have 
been scarce possible for any research to 
have discovered, as it did not seem to be 
Commanded by any accessible pontion. It 
Was partly covered by a huge fragment of 
Stbne, whicb^ having faHen fiom the cOft 
above, had been intercepted by others in 
its descent, and jammed so as to serve for 
a sloping roof to the further part of tiie 
broad shelf OF platform on which they stoodt 
iA quantity of withered moss and leaves^ 
strewed beneath this rude and wretched 
shelter, shewed die lairs,-^they could not 
be termed thie beds,— of those who dwelt 
in this eyrie, for it deserved no other namew 
Of these, two were before Lady Staunton* 
One, the sl^me who bad afforded sueh timely 
asristiance, stood iipright befiMethem, a tail^ 
kthy, young savage ; bis drtes a tattered 
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plaid aiMl {>faihibeg^' lio shoes^ no stockings, 
no hat or bonnet, the place of the last be;iog 
supplied by his hair twisted and matted like 
the glilfbe of the andent wild Irish, and, 
JUce theirs, forming a natural thiekset, stout 
enough to bear off the cut of a sw<»d. Yet 
the eyes of the lad weie keen and spark* 
&g ; his gesture free and noble, like that 
4}£ all sarages. He toc^ little notice of Da;^ 
vid ftitler, but gazed with, wonder on Lady 
Staimton, as a being different probably in 
dress, and' superior in beauty, to any thing 
he had ever fadield. , The did mttt, vAionH 
Ace they had first seen, remained recam* 
bent in the same postore as when he had 
first looked down on tbem, only his &oe 
wte tmrded towai^ds them as he lay atd 
kibked up wit^ a la^y and IkiUess apatfayt 
srtiicfa belied the general exprestton of his 
dark ^and rugged features. He seemed 
a irery tail man; but was scaree belter ekid 
Aan itbe younger. He had on ai loose Ldw^ 
Utt^ gieat coat, and rs^ed tartaut ibrews pr 
paittaloons* . ' 

N 2 
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Ail aroand locdieAi ^ii^ghilMdjr wild and 
unpiiQpicious. Beaoakh : the: bi* w> q£ the 
inciimbrat rock vaa a< dtmrtod > fire^ on 
which there was a stdi wodccig|.:with b^ 
lowsypiQceirs^ baoMiei^B a^ mofrea^ aavil, 
and other smkh'ft t(»il$ V throe gliBft,:.wiiJi 
two or ti»ree ^84(dn Arid barrel^ wero db* 
posed againat tht watt of rodk^ uadkr; abet- 
ter of tbie aufteniidombent cfi^; a diNc 
and two sword«9 aod a Loohabef*a»ti 1^ 
scattered oroimd tlie fire^ of ^ which thfi.ced 
glare oart a^ruddy tinge: <mi diepfireeipkoiis 
fyrnk and miat of the edsdade; The laadH 
when he had satisfied faki ctirioiit]r with 
stsrinig art £ady.iStauatoe,fetdiQian;earlb«- 
en jiair and a'hom cupyiotip. whidhiieipoaf^ 
6d son» spifits,' afpaftetl^sthctt ftam #ie 
stdl, and offered them succiesttvely to^tiM 
lady and to t^ boy« Both declined^ aiid 
lAie young itttvage. quaffed off the diaugiiti 
which <3inddiiQt^anoaistitOi flew than^-thiee 
eididavy gkasesi Be theii fttched/aiU 
otfaeD iadober fiDm the coraer of jthcxsuveo^ 
if it could be termed sch adjusted-iiJgaaMfr 
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<te ttmsverse rack^ vhkh served as a 
roof, and made aigm. for tbe-My to eA- 
cend. ibviMle hebeUlife fapb: be^ov. She 
did'SQ^ and fottod' henetf -(^i .tb« top^ of a 
bhmd mekf joew iiif^ hmkifS tbs; ebasm: iii- 
.tai^iohthQ:bnK)ki'pi»(}ipits^teS't^ Sbc 
CTiildisee tlie effiat^oTth^td^ral d^ag-ilimfM^ 
down the rock like the mane of a,mkl hotm^ 
boft ;^tl»Mit having, aily . vtewi of : the Idsvev 
]ih|foim/firo«^pkK . 

David "WM-n^ikuttBmA'ttkmQu^woiediA^ 
ly^ itfaeladr.fromjspoffrrorlom^c^^^ 
ahook.tiie. ladder a^jjoad de^l aaJte ascoad- 
e^ aodraeemed to ^BBJagr^ tfaci tenob of j^iNiag 
Butler, so that, when thfeju^hadhotltf come 
u|i^ thiejfi^ kkriced on eaidi otliec ndlb'no 
intJi^y* eyt$4 >fi^f2ber, hoikeiKer;, sqpidttL 
IKe/yixitagtsurd^ or] tiiike>^ or gyp«€fyi/ witb 
a good deal of attentiaiv Mliilstd IifM^ 
fitau&totti up a very/pefflQua aaeiec^ i^hich 
ahe bad^atill to. eiU;Qiinte]^ lajsd tbey,w«pe 
Mlowed i by Qavtdj Biitlar^ uatiU idl thtw 
itood ctoarofrtbd mHuia-on tharnda^ofta. 
flmrataiDi wboae aides toara MYsetied witb 



300 tALES 09 Ur LAHOLOftO. 

lieather and sheets of loose shia^e« So 
atrrow was the chasm out of which thej 
ascended, that» unless when tbi^ were on 
the very verges the eye passed to the other 
*side withoot perceiving tiio existence of a 
Tent so fearfuU and nothing was seen of the 
cararacty though itideep hoarse voice was 
Jrtfll heard. 

Lady Staunton, freed from the danger 
of rock and river, had now » new sotsect 
of anxiety* Her two guides confronted 
€ach other with ai^ry countenances ; for 
David, tiiough yomiger by two years at 
least, and much shorter^ was a stout, welt 
set, and very bold boy* 

^ You are the bUick-coatfa son of Knodc* 
iarlitie,^ said the young caird ; << if yon 
come here again, PU pitch ^ou down the 
linn like a foot-balL" 

<* Ay, lad, ye are very short to be sae 
latig," retcHted young Butler undamitedly, 
aild measuring his opponent's height with 
an undismayed eye ; '* I am thinking you 
are a gillie of Black Dpnacha i if you come 
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down die glen, we*E nhoot you like a wild 
teick.^ 

*^ Yoo may tell your fid;her/' said the lad^ 
*< that the leaf on the timber is the last he 
shall see-— we will hae amends for the mis- 
chief he has ddne to us.^ ' 

^ I hope he will live to see mony simv 
tners, and do ye muckle m»r/' answered^ 
David. 

More might hsrre p^ssed^ but Lady Staufr« 
ton stepped b^twei^n them with bet purse 
in her tend, and, taking cat a guinea, of 
'Which it cont&tinM several, visible through 
the net^work, a* well as some silver in the 
opposite end, ofifered it td the caird. 

^ The white siller, lady^the white sfHer,*^ 
aaid the young savage^ to whotn the value 
of gold was probably unknown. 

Lady Staunton poured what stiver she 
had into his hand, and the juvenile savage 
snatched it greedily, and made a sort of 
half inclination of acknowledgment and 
adieu. 







' "^ Let ^ mate haste now, Lady Staun^ 
ton," said David, << for there will b& littK 
pedoe wl&4hfim sibee' they hae seen your 

They iuArried on as f^tas^tbey could; 
but they had not datceodied the hiH a hui^ 
df ed yard^ ortwofbefofiethey heard aiial- 
hso^ behind, ihemv andJostkiog bacK sMif 
both the old man and the young oois; {uii- 
auiog: tbeoi with gvtai: apded; the jRoonner 
mlh- a gMn on ^ hsb^ shAnUer* . Ye^y fbitii- 
natelyv at this movmitM ^tmrtajtaaovagaine- 
keeper of ; th^^^DbJi:^' wltoiwaa engagied^ift 
9fdkitig:d6W4 a^tarcid /OS: thU fMe of the 
hilL Hb^ ba^ito st<}pped oft seei«g< him, 
Uf4 LadyifitautitDii^^Mistemed to tmiihe^ 
«!WJi9r<hi$ fmteetjon^ He<i^adf)yga9rrt!tb(ai 
bis escort hMie^ andj^k^j^fiifedbis aAblefe 
Iffim andiltadidd rifle to msioret^ the Ibdy 
ber/usu^legnfidenee ascictouri^.. / : 
. DoBatd liatened^ with, mu^h/gmjiy' to 
the aecount oC thek ^veoiuse; and aiir 
swered with great composure to David'sin^ 



fttted; tmepsiinet^ ivbetiier br coidd hate 
maipeeteA rilat ttie .cftkckB bftd been/Imrki^g 
there : << Inteed» Master Tavie, I mig^rhae 
had some guess that they were there, or 
thereabout, though tnaybe I had nane. But 
I am aften on the hill ; and they are like 
wasps-— they stang only them that fashes 
them ; sae, for my part, I make a point 
not to see them, unless I were ordered out 
on the preceese errand by MacCallummore 
or Knockdunder, whilk is a clean different 
case.'* 

They reached the Manse late ; and Lady 
Staunton, who had suffered much both from 
fright imd fatigue, never suffered her love 
of the picturesque to qarry her so far among 
the mountains without a stronger escort 
than David, though she acknowledged he 
had won the stand of colours by the intre- 
pidity he had displayed, so soon as assured 
he had to do with an earthly autagonist. *< I 
couldna, maybe, hae made muckle o* a bar- 
gain wi' yon lang callant,'' said David, when 
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tihius complnoeDted on bis vabor; ^< bot 
when ye deal wi' thae folk, it*s tyne heart 
tynea\" 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



i^mltmmm 



WbAt tee yeu there. 



Thei hath so comardsd sad chesedyour blood . 
Out of appearance? . 

Henry the Fifth, 

Wb are under the necessity of retarning 
to Edinburgh^ where the Genei'al Assetn^ 
bly was now sitting* It is well known, that 
some Scottish nobleman is usually deputed 
as High Commissioner, to represent the 
person of the King in this convocation; 
th^t be has allowances for the purpose of 
maintaining a certain outward show and 
solemnity, and supporting the hospitality 
of the representative of Majesty. Whoever 
is distinguished by rank, or ofiice, in or 
near the capital, usually attend the room- 
ing levees of the Lord Commosibnery and 



wftlk with him in piocession to the ]^ace 
where the Assembly meets. 

, The nobleman who held this <^ce chan- 
ced to be particularly connected with Sir 
George Staont^iy and it was in his train 
that he ventured to tread the High-Street 
of Edinbuj^'for.tbeifirst time s in ce the fa* 
tal night of Porteons^executiom Walking 
at the. rig^trband of the i-epresentative of 
Sovereignty, covered with lace and embroi« 
dery# M^ >ivitha)ltbe pi^p^^rni^iaof weiilth 
wdftnkr the handwreB th()u^ wasted form 
i£ the £ng^h «tcit«ger attracted. all ey^ 
.Who doutd. haveiiieeogsumd'Ui inform so 
Mfetocratic the. plebeian coni^qt^ that»,disr 
gttised lit the i»gs oi^ Madge Y(i^w» had 
ltd: the: fibrakidabld rioters to their de»- 
:ttned. vevenge ! .There, was no. possibility 
thst this QPiiid bappeoi ev^ if any of 
iusaaeient ai^quftiotaoeesi arAoeofm^ 
whose. livea» aw so: biieft: hid bappeped to 
-survive tfad: span; cotonranly allotted ta evjt 
idoe^s;:.. JBs»id6Syihfi.iidlo|et.a|&l; ho^i^wg 



iftHen adlee|^,;iR»th the angry r passions in 
/which it origiriatfidb ^Nt>thitig;ifr.nmrt eer- 
4am : than that - peracn1t.k90.w1i; to bavE . bad 
a share in tliat formidable riot^c aftd^tb 
bftve Aed'%itif Scotland on that accQAnt» 
bad madermonejrabffoadi.retarned'to ea« 
^y it in/(ihfik.aaiiv6 country, and Umd 
and diixi : undiafcnriied fay the law^.^ 
iiirhQaiatloe of tbn magistrate was ii 
instances . wise^ oeckaiBiy, ftnd: jnst ; ft^r 
whatrgoed^ impreaBion/cottU /be made, on 
4fafe pttbHo n^nd by piiniabiaesil^i wheti.^lie 
memory of ibbe.ofiencejwas obU'^ratad, sod 
ail that wiisvrefl(iembered> m». ttie^ receint in^ 
iD£Bbnstve» or pei^aps>eioeffi|iJbifyf conduct of 
the sufferer ? 

.fdcttta^freQ from^ the;ap^r6^wien..<^4he 
.law, or evoHM^ di9G0irary or. suspioidn* 
Biilrwtth iid»at,fe€jmgsihM hesltik that ditgr 
throbbed^ : miist be left :t^ th^ite of/.ihia 

■ ■■II Ki 'yii n iti ■ ii r | . , ., n i»^ ti>|i{ ^ ( ii I i i ' 1 1 1 *» 

. f Sfl9.A]aMtV<3ri«i}ndl7^nid^4^ 
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reader to imagine. ' It was an object of 
-no cemtnon interest which had brought 
'him to encountw so many painful remem- 
brances. 

in consequence of Jeanie's letter to Lady 
Staunton, transmitting the confession, he 
had visited the town of Carlisle, and had 
'found Archdeacon Fleming still aliVe, by 
whom that confts^on had been received. 
This tev^rend gentleman, whose character 
stood deservedly very high, he so far ad« 
mitted into his confidence, as to own him- 
self the father i of the unfortunate infant 
which had been spirited away by Madge 
Wildfire, representing the mtrigue as a 
matter of juvenile extravagance on his own 
part, fw which he was ik>w anxious to 
*atone, by tracing, if pos^ble, what had be- 
come of the child. After some recoUectiba 
*0f the circumstances, the clergyman was 
able to call to memory, that the unhs^py 
^^oman had written a letter to George 
Sfaiu nt on-,-Esq7 younger. Rectory, Wifling- 
ham, by Grantham ; that he had forward- 
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cA it to the address accMdtngly, and tkafe 
it had beeb fetimi&i^ unth acnote fitootth^ 
itever^id MrStaiintpii^ilediyr of Wilihig* 
hain» sajdng) he knew no audi person as 
him to whom the fetter was addressed; 
'As this bad happened just ab the tinte wbett 
.George had, for. the last thne» ; absconded 
irQtn bis ftthef'S ho|ise to carry off Effie, 
.he was at no ;kms to^account for the cause 
i9f the i^eseatmenti under 'the influence <»f 
which hiA father had disowned him. 31iis 
^as ano^ther instanee in which his ongo- 
.^yemable temper had occasioned his mia- 
'jfortune; had he remained at WiUhfigbam 
filHit a few d^ys longer, he would have re- 
ceived Margaret Jdurdockson's letter, in 
-w^iich was e;cactly described the penmi 
.imd havnt9.of the woman, Annajde BaihHm, 
to whom die had. parted with the in&nk 
dt appeared that Meg Murdockson had 
Jbeen induced to make this ^x>nfession, less 
/rom any feelings of contrition, than from 
ijk^ ^ desire of obtaining, throBg^ George 
JStav&ton or his Other's means, protection 



^ 
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ktter to 'QooigerStajlatoii. wid, *^ ^Dia^ 
wUle &e wiitier .Brpdi - her ^au^taf-^mtolA 
ham needddiaoagfat' £r«ni.tiQy'4o^«i!Md 
tlMt ak \iionid .iltttrbr.&bv«:ottMeddted tdi 
tbcM 'sffius, ■ ttxoept : to {Morbiiek'iife'fll 
thit- 'Gfifasige iiad' 'dbne '■ Uy ^hdr aitd; tbent. 
JBttt . ihe nras to: die» liitd Httr dauflftei: 
'would . be idfesftitiite, and ««vilniit^ feMWi <6 
gui^bfar; ^he kad:Utr«d in the'lfbrii 
isHUg enough to kabW-^tfi^dple^'atf- 
^ag tectadthing ;ui.ci>di^'hkdtdMOe«lfb 
JSfeniBtdn aU he cnuUi wisbto: ]i;ndy<tftlMrt 
itia wean, 'In hopes he < wtMiHd liiot 4(fc«''<Mb 
demented .^nrang (Madatre ^e <)mA^ mk^ 
fiei;isb Ar^waai A»'hr iierita6tiifea(^f» 
flwt tcU«% l^eai 'flboner, «&« iMl a^lMg 
aiBoouAfc -ftqrnickoii tiir mi&i6 ^mMt^iMM, 
and she Vlfoidd TedcdA*tGi^-odisa^«DO.'^ ' 
: The jdesf^tagaa loid, th«i Meg4iild<diib 
ultbeijttinetdespttttit^sfAte'dP'tttikdi (ieMi> 
MoflkiHjriisxfKaiiiligsotne^lSC^V^I; dMAif^flkb 
«tnid ; Which' uras Jwft^ hitt > ofleiiet 't/drfttiil^ 
(thak.^e inedMr had not k^ MH^itfS^ 
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httr fflifld at ^nce a^ chaws/ of ^gadt^ tign 
iM apj^rehamovi foi lier daagfaberlis fistoi* 
stfety {"-^tiiAt fiM^ttetcfie i&eUBg>of;faretitBi 
fttiniety tifiiich fthe htd n conHEtoli wilii 
the sbe-^olf itnd iame^ htmg )tfie last 
shade of Jci»d>y^'affeotiaii tiAt ocetipied a 
tamst^equaiiy sptrage. 

The i meiantboliy cslBMtropke of .Madgit 
Wildfire waJsoceasianed hy her taidng the 
ean&Kion of her irootbei^s executionv as ail 
ibniing air Kipportonily of lea^iiig!the ^prk-* 
bouse to which the clergyman had sent h»^ 
tiid iiresenttng heiaelf ta tiie nidb in their 
furyv to pmshmthet^ay we have-already 
seen* Whan Dr Fiemiiig focmd the convidte 
h^Mr 'Was returned from linbofai^hins^ 4m 
WMte to a^ friend m £!dintaH^,^te'eiiqiiJiie 
into the fate of the oafoirtQdafee igirl whost 
child had been stolen, and was- iw£ainaal 
by his oorteqioiident^ tkatahe'liad'been|Mir<' 
dmyed) aad^thaV with ailiher^amiiy^aheliad 
retired to sonie dfitant^part of Sootknd^ or 
left the Inngdom. entirely. And here the 
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Blatter rested^ imtilU 3t Sir George Staim* 

ton'aapfilicatibB, theclugymmk locked eut^ 

and prpdaced Margaret Mardookaqii-s re* 

tnrned letter^ and the 6ther memoranda 

which he bad kc^t conicerniog the affitir* 

Whatever might be iSHf <3reoige Staun- 

toD*s feelings in rippiag up this misemUe 

history, and listening to the tneigieal fate of 

til® unhapf)7 girl whom he had minedy fafe 

had so much of his andent wtlfulnoft of 

disposition left, as to shut his eyes on every 

things save the prospect which seemed t6 

c^n itself of recovering 4iis son. It was 

tone it would . be difficult to produce bim» 

without telling much more of ihe histoiy of 

his fairtb^^and die misfortunesof his.parent8» 

tiian it was prudent to mske knowi^ But 

iet him once be found, and, being found, 

1^ him but pro ve , worldly of his fittiier's 

protection, and mmy ways mi^t be fS^lea 

upon to avoid such cisk. . iSir George StauQ* 

ton was at liberty to adq[>t him as his heir» 

if he pleased^ without communicatiag tlra 

9 
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secret of his birth j or an act of parhament 
might be obtained, declaring him legitimate, 
and allowing him the name and arms of his 
father. He was, indeed, already a legiti* 
mate child according to the law of Scot* 
land, by the snbsequent marriage of his pa« 
rents. Wilful in every thmg, Sir George's 
sole desire now was to see this son, even 
should his recovery bring with it a new 
series of misfortunes, as dreadful as those 
wbieb followed on his being lost. 

But where was the youth who might 
eventually be called to the honours and 
estates of this ancient family ? On what 
heath was he wandering, and shrouded by 
what mean^lisguise f Did he gain his pre- 
carious bread by some petty trade, by me* 
niai toil, by violence, or by theft i These 
were questions on which Sir George's anxi^ 
oas investigations could obtain no light. 
Many rendembered that Annapie Bailzoa 
wandered through the country as a beggar 
and fortune-teller, or %pae-wife-^ome re- 
member^ that she had been seen with an 
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infant in 17S7 or 1738, but for more than 
ten years, she had not travelled that dis- 
trict ; and that she had been heard to say 
she was going to a distant part of Scotland, 
of which country she was a native. To 
Scotland, therefore, came Sir George Staun- 
ton, having parted with his lady at Glas- 
gow, and his arrival at Edinburgh happen- 
ing to coincide with the sitting of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Kirk, his acquaint- 
ance with the nobleman who held, the of- 
fice of Loxd High Commissioner forced him 
more into public than suited either bis views 
or inclinations* 

At the public table of this nobleman, 
Sir George Staunton was placed next to a 
clergyman of respectable appearance, and 
. well-bred, though plain demeanour, whose 
name he discovered to be Butler. It had 
*been no part of Sir George's plan -to take 
his bpother-in-law into his confidence^ and 
he had rejoiced exceedingly in thie assu- 
-ranees he^eceiv^d from his wife, that Mrs 
Butler, the very soul of integrity and ho* 
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nour, had never suffered the account he had 
given of himself at WilUngham Rectory to 
transpire, even to her husband* But he was 
Bot sorry to have an opportunity to con- 
verse with so near a connection, without 
being known to bin), and to form a judg- 
ment pf his character and understanding. 
He saw much, and heard more, to raise ^ 
Butler very high in his opinion. He faund 
Jbe was generally respected by those #r his 
own profession, as well as by the laity who 
,had seats in the Assembly. He bad made 
several public appearances in the Assem- 
bly, distinguished by good sense, candour, 
and ability ; and he was followed and ad- 
mired as a sound, and, at the same time, 
an eloquent ^preacher. 

This was all very satisfactory to Sir 
George Staunton's pride, which had revolt- 
;ed at the idea of his wife's sister being ob- 
scurely married. He now began, on the 
-contrary! to think the connection so much 
better than he expected, that, if it should 
be necessary to acknowledge it, in conse- 
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qneoce of the recovery of bis son, it would 
sound well enough that Lady Staunton had 
a sister, who, in the decayed state of the 
family, had married a Scottish clergyman, 
high in the opinion of his countrymen, and 
a leader in the church* 

It was with these feelings, that, when 
the Lord High Commissioner's company 
broke up, Sir George Staunton, under pre- 
tence of prolonging some enquiries con- 
cerning the constitution of the Church of 
Scotland, requested Butler to go home to 
bis lodgings in the Lawn<r Market, and drink 
a cup of cojSee. Butler agreed to wait up- 
on him, providing Sir George would per- 
mit him, in passing, to call at a iriendls 
house where he resided, aiid make his apo- 
logy for not coming to partake her tea. 
They proceeded up the High-Street, en- 
tered the Krames, and passed the begging- 
box, placed to remind those at liberty of 
the distresses of the poor prisoners. Sir 
George paused there one instant, and next 
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day a L. JlO note was found in that recept- 
acle for public charity. 

When he came up to Butler again, he 
found him with his eyes fixed on the en- 
trance of the Tolbooth, and apparently in 
deep thought. 

** That seems a very strong door/' said 
Sir George, by way of saying something. 

*^ It is 80» sir/' said ;Butlert turning off 
and' beginning to walk forward, ^^ but it 
WBS my misfortune at one time to see it 
prove greatly too weak;*' 

At this moment, looking at his compa* 
nion, he asked him whether he felt him* 
self ill| and Sir George Staunton admitted, 
that he had been so foolish as to eat ice, 
which sometimes disagreed withhim. With 
kind officiousness, that would not be gain* 
sayed, and ere he could find out where he 
was going, Butler hurried Sir George into 
the friend's house, near to the prison, in 
which he himself had lived since he came 
to town, being indeed no other than that 
of our old friend Bartholine Saddletree, in 
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which Lady Staunton had served a short 
noviciate a» a shop-maid. This recollec-; 
tion rushed on her husband's mind, and 
the blush of shame which it excited over- 
powered the sensation of fear which had 
produced his former paleness. Good Mrs 
Saddletree, however, bustled about to re- 
ceive the rich English baronet as the friend 
pf Mr Butler, and requested an elderly fe- 
male in a black gown to sit still, in a way 
which seemed to imply a wish, that she 
would clear the way for her betters. In 
the meanwhile, understanding the state 
of the ease, she ran to get some cordial 
i^i^aters,/ sovereign, of course, in all cases of 
faintishness whatsoever. During her ab- 
sence, her visitor, the female in black, 
made some progress out of the room, and 
might have left it altogetlier, had she not 
stumbled at the threshold, so near Sir 
George Staunton, that he, in point of ci- 
vility, raised her and assisted her tx> the 
door. 
..:«^Mrs Porteous is turned very doited 
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now, puir body,'* said Mrs Saddletree, as 
she returned with her bottle in her hand— 
^* She is no sae auld, but she got a sair 
back-cast wi' the slaughter o' her husband 
^— Ye had some trouble about that job^ 
Mr Butler. — ^I think^ sir,'* to Sir Greorge, 
" ye had better drink out the haill glass, 
for to my een ye look waur than when ye 
came in." ^ 

And indeed he grew as pale as a corpsej 
on recoHectiujg who it was that bis arm nad 
so lately supported — the widow whom he 
had so jarge a share in making such. 

<< It is a prescribed job that case of For- 
teous now," said old Saddletree, who was 
confined to his chair by the gout — ^* clean 
pr^cribed zad out of date." 

** I am not clear of that, neighbour,** 
said Plumdamus, ^< for I have heard them 
say twenty years should rin, and this is 
but the fifty-ane~-Porteous's mob was in 
ihretty-seven.** 

*/ Ye'U no teach me law, I think, neigh- 
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bour — me that has four gauo pleas^. a&d 
might hae had fourteen, an it hadna been 
the gudewife. I teli ye if the foremost of the 
Porteous-mob were standing there >¥here 
that gentleman stands^ the King's Advo- 
cate wadna meddle wi' him-— it fa's under 
the negative prescription.** . 

** Haud your din, carles/' said Mrs Sad- 
dletree, ^* and let the gentleman sit down 
and get a dish of tea.* 

But Sir George had had quite enough of 
their conversation ; and JSutlet, at bis re» 
quest,. made an apology to Mrs Saddletree^ 
and accompanied him to his . lodgings* 
Here they found another guest waiting Sir 
George Staunton's return* This was no 
other than our reader's old acquaintance 
Ratcli£fe; 

This man had exercised the office oftikm-: 
key with so much vigilance, acuteness, and 
fidelity, that he gradually, roae to be go* 
vernor^ or captain of the Tdlbooth. And 
it is yet remembered in tradition, that 
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young, men, who Tather sought amusing 
than select society in their merry meet* 
ings^ used sometimes to request Ratclifie's 
company, in order that he might regale 
them with legends of bis extraordinary 
feats in the way of rx>bbery and escape.* 
But he lived and died without resuming 
bis original vocation, otherwise than in his 
narratives over a bottle* 

Under these circumstances, he had been 
recommended to Sir George Staunton by a 
janan of the law in Edinburgh, as a person 
likely to answer any questions he might 
have.to ask about Annaple Bailzou, who^ 



* Tliere seems an anachronism in the history of this 
person. Ratcliffey among other escapes from justice 
iras released by the Poeteott6»Ba6b when under sen- 
tence-.of deati^ And he was. again under, the tame pre-* 
dieament when the Highlanders made a similar jail 
delivery in 1745. He was too sincere a whig to em* 
brace liberation at the hands of the jacobited^ and in 
feward vma- made one of the keepers of the Tolbooth, 
"So at least xam a constant tradition* 
' o 2 
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according to the colour which Sir George 
Staunton gave to his cause of enquiry, was 
supposed to have stolen a child in the west 
of England, belonging to a family in which 
he was interested. The gentleman had not 
mentioned his name, but only his c^cial 
title ; so that Sir George Staunton, when 
.told that the captain of the Tolbooth was 
waiting for him in his parlour, had no idea 
of meeting his former acquaintance Jem 
RatcIifTe. 

This, therefore, was. another new and 
most unpleasant surprise, for he had no 
difficulty in recoBecting this man*s remark- 
able features. The change, however, from 
George Robertson to Sir George Staun- 
ton, baffled even the penetration of Rat- 
cliffe^ and he bowed Viery low to the baxo-^ 
net and his gues^ hoping Mr Butler would* 
excuse his recollecting that he was an old: 
acquaintancci 

<* And once rendered my wife a piece of 
great service," said Mr Butler, "for which 
^he sent you a token of grateful acknow- 

10 
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ledgment, which I hope came safe and was 
welcome." 

^ f' De'il a doubt on%'' said Ratcliffe, with 
a knowing nod ; ^* but ye are muckle chan« 
ged for the better since I saw ye, Maister 
Butler/' 
^< So much 80, that I wonder you knew 

me*" 

' " Aha, then (—De'il a face I see I ever 
for^t," said Ratcliffe ; while Sir George 
Staunton, tied to the stake, and incapable 
of escaping, intwnally cursed the accuracy 
.of his memory. ^^ And yet, sometimes,^' 
continued Ratcliffe, *' the sharpest hand 
will be ta'en in. There is a face in this 
very room, if I might presume to be sae 
bauld, that if I didna ken the honourable 
person it belangs to*-I might think it 
had some cast of an:auld acquaintance." 

^< I should not be much flattered," an* 
sw^red the Baronet sternly, and roused by 
the rislc. in which he saw himself placed, 
** if it is to me you mean to apply that 
compliment," 
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«' By no manner of means^ siry"* said 
Ratcliffe» bowing very low j ** I am coaie 
to receive your honour^s commands^ and 
no to trouble your honour wi' my poor oIk 
servations.". 

«* Well, sir,** said Sir George, «« I am 
told you understancl police matters--^So da 
I. — To convince you of which^ here arc 
ten guineas of retaining fee— I make them 
fifty when you can 0nd me certain « notice 
of a person, living or dead, whom you will 
find described in that jpaper.-— I ^all leave 
town presently— yotf may send your writ*- 
ten answer to me to the care of Mr ^ 
(naming his highly respectable agent,) <^ w 
of his Grace the Lord High Commissioner^'' 
Ratcliffe bowed and withdrew^ 

*^ I have ange«ed the proud p6at now,^ 
he said to himself, *^ by finding out a like- 
ness — but if George Robertson^s fiuher had 
lived within a mfle of bis mother, d— n me 
if I should not know what to think, for as 
high as he carries his head*'' 

When be was lefl alone with Butler, l^r 

2 
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George Staunton ordered tea and coffee, 
which were brought by his valet, and then, 
after considering with himself for a minute, 
asked his guest whether he had lately heard 
from his wife and family. Butler, with 
some surprise at the question, replied, *« that 
he had received no letter for some time j 
his wife was a poor pen-woman." 

« Then," said Sir George Staunton, « I 
am the first to inform you there has been 
an invasion of your quiet premises since 
you left home. My wife, whom the Duke 
of Argyle had the goodness to permit to use. 
Rosen eath -Lodge, while she was spend- 
ing some weeks in your country, has sallied 
across and taken up her quarters in the 
Manse, as she says, to be nearer the goats, 
whose milk she is using ; but I believe, in 
reality, because she prefers Mrs Butler's 
company to that of the respectable gentle- 
man who acts as seneschal on the Duke^s 
domains.'* 

Mr Butler " had often heard thp late 
Duke and the present speak with high re- 
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8pect.of Lady Staunton, and was^ happy if 
his house could accommodate any friend of 
theirs — it would be but a very slight ac- 
knowledgment of the many favours he owed 
them." 

^ That does not make Lady Staunton 
and myself the less obliged to your hoapi** 
tality, sir^" said Sir George. *' May t 
enquire if you think of returning home- 
soon ?" 

« 

" In the CQurse of two days/* Mr Biitlet 
said, <* his duty in the Assembly would be 
ended; and the other matters he had in 
town being all finished, he was desirous of 
returning to Dumbartonshire as soon as he 
could — but he was under tbe.neceissity of 
transporting, a considerable^ sum in bills 
and money with him, and therefore wished 
to travel in company with one or two of 
his brethren of the clergy." 

*< My escort will be more safe," said Sir 
George Staunton, <'and I think of setting off 
to-morrow or next day. — If you will give me 
the pleasure of your. company I. will un^ 
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dertake to deliver you and your charge safe' 
at the Manse, provided you will admit me* 
along with you/* 

Mr Butler gratefully accepted of this 
proposal ; the appointment was made ac- 
cordingly, and by dispatches with one of 
Sir George's servants, who was sent for- 
ward for the purpose, the inhabitants of 
the Manse of Knocktarlitie were made ac- 
quainted with the intended journey ; and 
the news rung through the whole vicinity, 
" that the minister was coming back wi* a 
braw English gentleman,, and a' the sil- 
ler that was to pay for the estate of Craig- 
sture.** 

This sudden resolution of going to Knock- 
tarlitie had been adopted by Sir George 
Staunton, in consequence of the incidents 
of the evening* In spite of his present 
consequence, he felt he had- presumed too 
far in venturing^ so near the scene of his 
former audacious acts of violence, and he 
knew, from past experience, the acuteness 
ef a man like Ratdiffe, too well again to 
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encounter him. The next two days he 
kept his lodgings, under pretence of India* 
position, and took leave, by writing, of his 
noble friend, the High Commissioner, al» 
leging the opportunity of Mr Butler's com^ 
pany as a reason for leaving Edinburgh 
sooner than he had proposed. He had a 
long conference with his agent on the sub« 
ject of Annaple Batlzou ; and the profes- 
sional gentleman, who; was the agent also 
of the Argyle family, had directions to coU 
lect all the information which Ratdiffe oc 
others might be able to obtain concerning 
the fate of that woman and the unfortunate 
child, and, so soon as any thing transpired 
which had the least appeanmce of being 
important^ that he should send an r express 
with it mstantly to Knocktarlitie. These 
instructions were backed with a deposit of 
money,, and a request that no* ex^eace 
might be spared j so that Sir George Staun* 
ton had little reason to appr^ead n^lu 
gence on the part of the persons entrusted 
with the commission. 
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The j<wniey, which llie brothers made ia 
company, was attended with moce pl^sure^ 
even to Sir George Staunton, than he had 
ventured to expect. His heart lightened 
in spite of himself when they lost sight of 
Edinburgh ; and the easy, s^ible conver- 
aation of Butler was well calculated to 
withdraw his thoughts from painful reflec« 
tions. He even began to think whether 
there could be much difficulty in removing 
his wife'd connections to the Rectory of 
Willingbam ; it was only o^ his part pro« 
antiuQ some stlU better pteierment for the 
rft£esent incumbent, and on Butler's, that 
he should take orders according to the Eng- 
lish churchy to .whicli he could noi; conceive 
a possibility of his making pbjection, and 
then he had them residing undes his wing; 
No doubt there was pain in seeing Mrs 
Butler, acquainted, ^ lie knew her to be, 
with the full truth of hia evil history-^ 
But then her silence, though he had no 
reason to complaiu of hier. indiscretion hi-;^ 
therto, was still more absolutely ensured. 
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It would kdep his la^, also^ bo(;b in good 
temper and in more siibjectson, for she was 
>sometiined troublewiaRe to him, by i^^i^ing 
on remaining in tbwu when he diesrred to 
retire to the country, alleging the total 
want of society at Wiliingham. ^^ Madam, 
your Bister is there,'* would, he thought, 
be a 8uffid«ipt answer to this ready argu- 
ment. 

He sounded Butler on this subj^ct^ ask* 
ing what he would thiiik of an ^ngJtsh^ li- 
ving of t^welve hundred pounds yeaiiy, with 
the burthen of affording his company now 
and then to a neighbour whose health was 
not strong, or his spirits equal.. <' He 
flight meet,^ be said, << occasionally^ a 
Very learned and accomplished gentleman^ 
who was in orders as a Catholic priest, bat 
he hoped that wonld be no imurmoontablfe 
objection to a man of his liberality of sen* 
timent. What/' he said, << would Mr But- 
ler think of as an answer, if the oflfer should 
be made to him ?' • 

<^ Simply that I could not accept of il,'* 
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said Mr Butler. *< I have no mind to en- 
ter into the various' debates between the 
churcl^s ; but I was brought up in mine 
own, have received her ordination, am sa« 
tisfied of the truth of her doctrines, and 
will die under the banner I have enli9ted 
to," ^ 

*' What may be the value of your prefer- 
ment ?" said Sir George Staunton, *' unless 
I am asking an indiscreet question." 
. ** Probably one hundred a-year, one year 
with another, besides my glebe and pi^iture- 
ground •'* 

*^ And you scruple to eKchange that for 
twelve hundred a-year, without alleging 
any damning difference of doctrine betwixt 
the two churches of England atid Sc^ot- 
land?'' 

" On that, sir, I have reserved my judg- 
ment ; there may be much good, and there 
are certainly saving means in both, but every 
man must act according to his •wn lights. I, 
hope I have done> and am in the course of 
doings my Master's work ia this Highland 
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parish ; and it would ill become me, for the 
sake of lucre, to leave my sheep in the wik- 
derness. But, even m the temporal view 
which you have taken of the matter. Sir 
George, this hundred pounds a^^year of sti- 
pend hath fed and clothed us, and left us- 
nothing to wish for; my father4n4aw^ft 
succession, and other circumstances, have 
added a small estate of about twice as much 
more, and how we are to dispose of it I do 
not know— So I leave it to you, sir, to think 
if I were wise, not ha^g the wish o£ op- 
portunity of spending three hundred a-yeari 
to covet the possession of four times that 
sum/* 

*^ This is philosophy," said Sir Geoi^e ;. 
<« I have heard of it, but I never saw it be^. 
fore." 

<< It is common sense," replied Butler, 
** which accords with philosophy and reU* 
gion more frequently than pedants or zeal- 
ots are apt to admit." 

Sir George turned the subgject, and did 
not again resume it. Although they tra« 
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veiled in Sir George's chariot, he seemed 
so much fatigued with the motion, that it 
was necessary for him to remain for a day 
at a small town called Mid-Calder, which 
was their first stage firom Edinburgh. Glas- 
gow occupied another day, so slow were 
their motions. 

They travelled on to Dumbarton, where 
they had resolved to leave the equipage, 
and to hire a boat to take them to the shores 
near the Manse, as the jGare-Loch lay be- 
twixt them and that point, besides the im- 
possibility of travelling in that district with 
wheel-carriages. Sir George's valet, a man 
of trust, accompanied them, as also a foot- 
man ; the grooms were left with the car- 
riage. Just as this arrangement was com- 
pleted, which was about four o'clock in 
the afternoon, an express arrived from Sir 
George's agent in Edinburgh, with a packet, 
which he opened and read with great atten- 
tion, appearing much interested and agita- 
ted by the contents. The packet had been 
dispatched very soon after their leaving 
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Edinburgh, but the messenger had missed 
the travellers by passing through Mid-Cal- 
^er in the night, and over-shot bis. errand 
by getting to Roseneath before them. He 
was now on his return, after having wait- 
ed more than four-and*twenty hours. Sir 
George Staunton instantly wrote back an 
answer, and rewarding the messenger libe- 
rally, desired him not to sleep till he pla- 
ced it in his agent's hands. 

At length they embarked in the boat, 
which had waited for them some time. 
During their voyage, which was slow, for 
they were obliged to row. the whole way, 
and ofben against the tide^ Sir George 
-Staunton's enquiries ran chiefly on the sub- 
ject of the Highland banditti who bad in- 
fested that country since the year 1745. 
Butler informed hiai that many of them 
were not native Highlanders, but gypsies^ 
tinkers, and other mm of desperate for- 
tunes, who had taken advantage of the con- 
fusion introduced by Uie civil war» the ge- 
neral discontent of the mountaineers^ and 
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the unsettled state of police, to practise 
their plundering trade with more audacity. 
Sir George next enquired into their lives, 
their habits, • whether the violences which 
they committed were not sometimes atoned 
for by acts of generosity, and whether they 
did not possess the virtues, as well as the 
vices, . of savage tribes ? 

Botler an'swered, that Certainly they did 
sometimes show sparks of generosity, of 
which -even the worst class of malefactors 
are sddom uttetly divested ; but that their 
evil propensities were certain and regular 
principles of action, while any occasional 
bui*st €£ virtuous feelings was onl/ a tran- 
sient impulse not to be reckoned upon, and 
excited probably by tome singular and Un- 
usual concatenation of circumstances. In 
discussing these enquiries, which Sir George 
pursued with an apparent eagerness that 
irsther surprised Butler^ the latter chanced 
toiBentibn the name of Donacha Dbu na 
Dunaigb, with which the reader is already 
acquainted. <%r George caught the sound 
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up eagerly, and as if it conveyed particulat 
interest to bis ear. He made the most mi- 
nute enqairies concerning die man whom 
lie mentioned, the number of his gang, and 
even the appearance of those who belonged 
to it Upon these points Butler could give 
little answer. The man had a name among 
the lower class, but his exfrfoits were con- 
siderably exaggerated ; he had always one 
pr two fellows with him, but nevn aspired 
to the command of a|K>ye t^ree or four. 
In shortf he Icnew little about him, and the 
small acquaintance he had, hadJ)yno means 
indined him to desire more. 

^^ Nevertheless, I should like to see him 
some of Uieae days.'' 

. << That would be a dangerous meetings 
Sir Georgej unless you mean we are to see 
him receive his deserts from the Uw, and 
then it were a melancholy one*** 

<< Use every man according to lua.de^ 
serts, Mr Butler, and who shall escape 
whipping? But I am talking riddles to 
ya.u» I will explain them more fully to you 
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inrben I have spoken over the subject with 
Lady Staunton. — Full away, my la()$>" he 
added, addressing hitnself to the ro^i^s ; 
*< the clouds^ threaten us.wii;h a storm." 

In fact, the dead and heavy closeness of 
the air, the huge piles of dou^ which" as* 
sembled in the western horizon, and glowed, 
like a furnace under thb influence of* the 
setting sun— ^that awfur stillness in/tirhich 
nature' seems to expect the thunder-burst, 
as- a condemned soldier waits for th^ pla- 
toon-fire which i^o stretch him (Mi the earth, 
ail betokened #t j$peedy storm. Large bijoad 
drops fell frjim iime to: time, and iciduqed 
the gentlemen to assume the , bo^t^cloaks ; 
but the rain again ceased^ and the oppres- 
sive heat, so unusual in SqotUnd in the end 
of Mj^, inclined them tothrp^vthem aside. 
V There is* something solemn in this de- 
lay of the. storm," said Sir George; *^i<> 
seems as if it suspended its peal till it so- 
lemdized some important event in the world 
below," '\ 

. " Alas !" replied: Butlerj^^ ** what pre we, 
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tjiat the latr« of n Mure shoidd correspondt 
it) their teateh with our epbemeral dee^ or 
sitfferiBgs? The clouds ^1 btmt idien Stir- 
charged with tliedeotric fluid, whethet a 
goat is Mliiig at diat inMant from the cfiffs 
of Arran, or a heix) expiring on the field 
of battle he baa won/' 

<< The mind deli^ti^ tadeem it otherwise/* 
i^d Sir Geotge Staunton ; ** and to dwell 
on the fate of humanity as on that which is 
the prime central movement of the nighty 
machine. We love not to think that we 
shall mix with the ages that have gone be- 
fore us» as these broad black rafai-dropa 
mingle with the waste of waters, making 
a ti^ifitog flind momentary eddy, and aire 
thfen lost fbr ever.** 

• ** Fe^ et;W/-^we are not— ^e can^pt be 
lost for ever/' stid Butleri looking upward ; 
^ d6atb is to OS change, not consummation ; 
and the commencement of a new existeDce»' 
corresponding in character to the deeds 
which we have done in the body.'* 

White they agitated these grave subjects. 
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to which the solemnity of the approaching 
storm naturally led them, their voya,ge 
threatened to be more tedious than they 
had expected, for gusts of wind, which 
rose and fell with sudden impetuosity, 
sWept the bosom of the Firth, and impe- 
ded the efforts of the rowers* Thev had 
now only to double a small head-land, in 
order to get to the proper landing-place in 
the inouth of the small river ; but in the 
state of the weather, and the boat being 
heavy, this was like to be a work of time, 
and in the meanwhile they must necessarily 
be exposed to the storm. 

" Could we not land on this side of the 
bead-land,*' asked Sir George, " and sogaia 
some shelter 7^ 

Butler knew of no landing-place, at least 
none affording a convenient or even prac- 
ticable passage up the rocks which sur- 
rounded the shore. 

** Think again,** said Sir George Staun- 
ton : *« the storm will soon be violent;*' 

2 
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'* Hout, ay/' said one of the boatmen^ 
^ there's the Caird's Cove ; but we diona 
tell the minister about it^ and I. am no sure 
if I can steer the boat to it, the bay is sae 
fu' o' shoals and sunk rocks." 

" Try," said Sir George, « and I will 
give you half a- guinea." 

The old fellow took the helm, and ob- 
served, " that if they could get in, there 
was. a steep path up from the beach, and 
half an-hour's walk from thence to Ihe 
Manse." 

<* Are you sure you know the way ?** 
said Butler to the old man. 

•« I maybe kenn*d it a wee better fifteen 
years syne, when Dandie Wilson was in the 
Firth with his clean-ganging lugger. I 
tnind Dandie had a wild young EngUsher 
wi' him, that they ca'd — — " 

*« If you chatter so much," said Sir 
George Staunton, *' you will have the boat 
on the Grindstone — ^bring that white rock 
in a. line with the steeple." 

11 
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By G . /' said the veteran, staring, 
^* I think your honour kens the bay as 
weel as me. — -Your honour's nose has been 
bn the Grindstane ere now, I'm think- 
ing.*' 

As they spoke thus they approached 
the little cove, which, concealed behind 
crags, jstnd defended on every point by 
shallows and sunken rocks, could scarce 
be discovered or approached, except by _ 
those intimate with the navigation. An 
old shattered boat was already drawn up 
on the beach within the cove, close be- 
neath the trees^ and with precautions for 
concealment. 

Upon observing this vessel, Butler re- 
marked to his companion, *^ It is impossi- 
"ble for you to conceive, Sir George, the 
difficulty I have had with my poor people, 
in teaching them the guilt and the danger 
of this contraband trade — ^yet they have 
perpetually before their eyes all its danger- 
ous consequences. I do not knov^r any 
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thing that more effe^uaUy depraves and 
ruins their moral and religious princi». 
pies." 

Sir George forced himself to say some- 
thing in a low voice, about the spirk. of 
adventure natural to youth, and that un- 
questionably many would become wiser a» 
they grew older. 

" Too seldom, sir,** replied Butler« •* If 
they have been deeply engagers aiid espe* 
pecially if they have. mingled in the scenjes 
oi violence and blood to which their qccu^ 
pation naturally leads, I have observed^ 
that, sooner or later, th,ey come to, an evil 
end. E^^periepce, as well as ScriptUf^ 
teaches us. Sir George, that mischief shall 
hunt the violent man, and that the blood* 
thirsty man shall not live half his dtys-* 
but take my arm to help you asbdre^" 

Sir George needed assistance, for be was 
contrasting in his altered thought tl^e diS^ 
rent teelings of mind and frame ^ith which 
he had formerly freqjuented the same place^ 
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As they landedi a low growl of thunder 
was heard at a distance. 

^* That is ominottSi Mr l&itler,'' said Sir 
George. 

^^ Intatmif keeum'-^it is ominous of good, 
l^en,*' answered Butler, smiling. 

The boatmen were ocdered to. make the 
best of their way round the head*Iand to the 
ordinary landing-place ; the two gentlemen^ 
^^wed by the servant^ sou^t their way 
by a blind and tangted palh through a close 
copsewood to the Manse, of Knodctarlitie, 
where their arrival was anxiously expected. 

The sisters in vain had expected their 
husbands* return on the preoeding^ di^» 
which was that appointed by Sir George's 
letter. The delay of the travellers at CaU 
der had occasioned this breach of appoint- 
ihent. The inhabitants of ibe Manse be- 
gan even to doubt wbethinr they would ar« 
rive on the present day. X>ady Staunton 
felt this hope of delay as a brief reprieve, 
for she dreaded the pangs which her hus- 
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band's pride mui^t undeiigo at meeting with 
a sister-in-Iaw» to .whom the whole of his 
unhappy and dishonourable history was too 
well known. She knew, whatever.force or 
, constraint he might put upon his feelings 
in piiblici that she herself must be doomed 
to see^them display themselves in full vehe- 
mence in secret^-^consume his healthi de- 
,stroy his temper, and render him at once 
an object of dread and compassioq. Again 
• and ag^in riie cautioned Je<tnie to display 
, no tokens of recognition, but to receive hioi 
.as a perfect stranger,--and again and again 
Jennie renewed her promise to comply with 
.heir wishes. 

Jeanie herself could not fail to bestow. an 
anxious thought on the awkwardness of the 
approaching meeting ; but her conscience 
was ungalled-— and then she was cumbered 
i^ith many household cares of an unusual 
nature^ which, joined to the anxious wish 
once more to see Butler, after an absence 
of unusual length, made her extremely de- 
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feiroas that the travellers should arrive as 
Boon as possible. And — why should I dis- 
guise the truth ? — ever and anon a thought 
ktole across her mind that her gala dinner 
had iioW been postponed for two days } 
iitid how few of the dishes, after every art 
of her simple cuisine had been exerted to 
dress them, could with any credit or pro- 
priety appear again upon the third ; and 
what wa3 she to dd with the rest ?*-Upon 
this last subject tine was savecl the trouble 
of farther deliberationy by the sudden ap- 
pearance of the Captain, at the head of 
half-a-do£en stout fellows, dressed and arm- 
ed in the Highland fashion. 
' *♦ Goot-morrow morning to ye, Leddy 
Stauntoh, and I hope I hae the pleasure to 
Bee ye weel^-^-And goot-morrow to you, goot 
Mrs Putler«-^I do peg you will order some 
victuals and ale and prandy for the lads, 
for we hae peen out on 6rth and moor since 
ftfiire day-light, and a' to no purpose nei* 
ther— Cot tamn !" 

tit 



846 7Al*X;S OF KY LANBLOSp. 

Sasayii^9 he ^ju^ dowBi pushed h^k ^h 
brigadier wig» and.wfged biBihead iNit^ w 
air of ^asy iaip^rtaiice j jt»tattj /i?§gwdless 
of the look (^ weU-bce4/ astonishment bjr 
"v^hicb Xaiiy Staufxton esdeavpured toimiikQ 
him comprehend that he wa^ af^wiing to# 
groat a lit^esty. 

<< It is 80,01^ comS^urt^ ^hen o«iq haa had 
a sair tassell^'' continued tbe €?aplaiO| iiA^ 
dresaip^ Lady $i|a^^t9q,:w|^h fill: air of gal- 
lantry,, '^ thf t it is in,,a lair l^dy*^ setvice^ 
or in the i^rvice of a ^entlettian whiUc haa 
a fair leddy> whilk ij» tbQ s^icie thiog^ since 
serving tlie hushaad is s^mng the wi&» m% 
Mrs Putler does v.^^y wigql Iw09t«'*. x 

^ Eesdly, sw','* ss^yi X^ady StawiliMl,, «< as 
you seem toisit^n4 this q€(n9pfykRepl^£M«i^ 
I am at a losa to know -wh^tiieiitewst 8k 
George or I can have in>yaii£ mdvyetmlts 
this :moi(ning.'* .: ; ' 

^' O Cot tanm sU^^ifi: isnt^ct <»«^' m 
leddy — aa if it vf9fi'9^:9y Qp>«dal:bxifMw 
froo) his Grace^s honourable 9g(dtA^smd 
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commtsstoner at Edinburgb, with a wanant 
conform, f bat 1 was toBCtkfiMt and afipre<> 
bend Donacba dbu na Dimaigh) $&d priag 
bim pefore myself and Sir Qeo'rge Staun** 
ton, that be may have hta deserts, that ia 
to say, the gallows, wb^ he baa doybtiesf^ 
deserved, py peing the means -^fri^ten^^ 
ing your leddyship, as wed aa Am? 6ome^ 
thing of less iifapdrtance " ' ' 

Erigbtehing me ?^ Mid her- IfUdyihip^ ( 

Why, I never ■ wrote! to ^ ^(Seorge aboiit 
my alarm at the wate^-failL^' 

^ Then he mulst haore^ bearff it<ithpepwise $ . 
for what ^e can giV^ hAai^ aic kti eamatt 
tesire to see this rapscallion, that Fmsm 
rrpe the hsoll motaes arid mli^ iA the^cotln- 
tijfopbim, bsif Itweirfe V6 get sbm^Ung 
ft>r fiitidii^ him^ When tb«> pist d^t akigUftlie 
i pirll itbf oiugb my prak» ' 

^ Can it he really true, thatit te on fiSi^ 
GtofgeTi^ aceeunt that' yoo have:bteit at^. 
tempttng to a^yprfeb^nd Ib^ fetloW }^ >' 

« Vy €ot, it is for no^otlMtf cflisertinti; 
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know than bis honour'B pleasure ; for the 
creature might bfte gone on in a decent 
iquiet way for me, sae lang as he respectit 
the Duke's pounds — put reason goot he 
auld be ta'en, and hangpt to poot, if it may 
pleasure ony hon/DUrable shenUeman^ that 
ia the Duke's friend— Sae I got the express 
over night, and I caused warn half a score 
of pretty lads» and was up in the morning 
pefore the sun, and I garrM the lads take 
their kilts and short coats*" 

** I wonder you did that. Captain/' said 
Mrs Butler, <* when you kndw the act of 
pwriiament agSAOSt wearing the Highland 
droasi" 

. .<< Hont-tout; ne'er fash your tiiumb, Mrs 
Putfeiv~The law is put twa-three years 
add yet, and is ovfet young to hae come 
our length ; and pesides, how is the ladato 
cUknb the (nraes wi' thae tamned breekens 
on them ?-*^it makes me sick to see them~> 
Put ony how, 1 thought I kenn'd DcHiacha'a 
hauBits gay aiMl\weel| and I was at the 
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place where he had rested fycBtreen ; for I 
saw the leaves the limmers had lain on^ 
and the ashes of them ; by the same token 
there was 9 pit greeriioch purning yet. I 
^m thinking they got some word out o' the 
island what was intended— -I sought every 
glen and cleuch^ as if I had been deer-stalk- 
ingy but teil a wafi* of his coat-tail could I 
see — Cot tamn !'V 

•* He'll be away down the Fritli toCow« 
al/' said David } and Reubeiif .who had 
been out early that morning a^nutt^igi pb« 
served, << That he had seen a boat making 
for the Caird's Cove,'' a place well knowa 
to the boys, though their less adventUroua 
father was ignorant of its existence*. ' 

'< Fy Cot," said Dunciga* M then I willsUy 
here no longer than to trinkr this, very horn 
of prandy and watery for it is very possible 
they will pe in the wood* . I>ooact\a!s a cle*' 
ver fellow, and fnaype- thinks; it pest-^ ^t 
next the. chimley when the luip weks. . He 
thou^t naebody would look for him aaa 
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near hand. I peg your leddyship wifl ex* 
ctitsie my aprupt departtif e^ as 1 wiH return 
fortbwkb, and I will either pring you Bo- 
nacha m life, or else^ hiiaL head^ i;?liilk I dare 
to say wiH be as^atisfaetory. And I hope 
to pass a pleasanjE evening with your leddy- 
ship ; ^nd I hope to have mine rerengies on 
Mr Putler at paekgammon, for the four 
pennies whilk he wo»» for he will pe surely 
at home soon, or else he will have a wet 
Journey, seeing it is apout to pe a scud.'' 
Thus saying, witb many . scrapes and 

bows, and apologies for leaving them, 

• • f * • • • . 

which w«re very readijy received/ and re- 
iterated assurances of his speedy return,, 
(of the sincerity Vherttof MA 'hitler enter- 
tafftfed no doubt, <fiio long as her best grey* 
beard of brati^ was^pon duty,) Duncan 
left th^iManse, coffecfc^d his followers, and 
began to' tpcbur the close and entangled 
iKrdod whicli^ lay^bt;l!weei( the little glen and 
flie CkWfi ^CJdveJ Ba^d^ whowas afe. 
vottrite'wtth-the? ^aptain^ on account of 
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his spirit and courage took the opportuni- 
ty of escaping^ to attend the investigations 
ef that great man. 



• • • 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

— ^ I did send for thee. 



That Talbofs name miglit be in thee revived. 
When saplew age* and weak unable limbey 
Should bring thy father to bis drooping chair. 
Buty— O malignant and ill-boding stars S— 

Fim Part of Henry the Sixth. 

Duncan and his party had not proceeded 
very far in the direction of the Caird's Cove 
before they heard a shot, which was quickly 
followed by one or two others. ^' Some 
tamn'd villains among the roe-deer," said 
Duncan ; << look sharp out, lads/' 

The clash of swords was next heard, and 
Duncan and his myrmidons hastening to the 
spot, found Butler and Sir George Staunton's 
servant in the hands of four ruffians. Sir 
George himself lay stretched on the ground, 
with his drawn sword in his hand. Duncan, 
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who was as brave as a lion, instantly fired 
his pistol at the leader of the band, un- 
sheathed his .swprd, cried out to his men. 
Claymore ! and run his weapon through the 
body of the fellow whom he had previously 
wounded, whQ vfas no other than Donacha 
dhu na Duna^h himself* The other baq- 
ditti were speedily overpowered, except- 
ing one young lad, who made wonderful 
resistance for his years, and was at length 
secured with difficulty, 

Butler, so soon as h^ was liberated from 
the ruffians, ran to raise Sir George Staun^ 
ton, but life had wholly left him. 
^^ A creat misfortune," said Duncan ^ 
<* I think it will pe pest that I go forward 
to intimate it tp the coot leddy.— Tavie, 
my dear, you hae smelled pouther for the 
first time thi$ day*--take my sword and 
hack off Donacha/s head, whilk will pe 
coot practice for you against the time you 
may wish to do the same kindness to a li* 
ving shentleman— or hould, as your father 
does not approve, you may leave it alone» 
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as be wiH* be a greater object of aatirikction 
to LeddjT iStaunton to see him entire ; and 
I hope she will da. me the credit to pelieve 
that I can afenge a shentkman'splood fery 
speedily and wdLf 

Such was the observation of a man too 
nuch accustomed to the ancient state of 
manners in the Highlands, to look upon 
the issue of such a skirmi^y as. any thing: 
worthy of wonder or emotion. 

We will> not attempt to describe the 

very contrary effect which the unexpected 

disaster produced upon Lady Staunton^ 

when the bloody corpse of her husband 

^was brought to the house^ where she ex- 

* • 

peeled to meet him. aUve and well* All 
< was forgotten, but that he was the lover 
W>f her youth ^ and whatever were his fauHs 
to the world, that he had towards her exhi* 
' bited only those thai arose from the inequa^ 
lity of spirits and temper, incident to a si- 
tuation of unparalleled difBcoUy. In the 
vivacity of her grief she gave way io all the 
natural irritability of her temper ; shriek 
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fpUawed sbriek^ ao!^ swoon succeeded to 
swoon. It reqiiifed all Jeaoie^s vatcbful af« 
iection to, prevent her from making known^ 
in these paroxysms of ^iction« much wbicb 
it was of .the liighest importanoo tjbat slie 
should keep secret; 

At length sUence and exhaucrt;ion suc^ 
ceeded to frenzy^ and Jeanie stole out to 
take counsel with her husbands and to ex* 
bort. hio^ to anticipate the. Captain's inters 
fereope, by taking possession, )n I«ady 
Staunton's n^me^ of the priTate papers of 
her deceased husband. To the utter asb)^ 
nishment of Butler, she now.^ ibr the first 
time» explained the relation betwiiii herself 
and Lady^S|auntoO| ^nrhich authoris^dt nay, 
deman^eds th^th^ should preTeotanystrao^ 
gerfrom being unnecessarily made a^^ainft- 
jsd with heJ^ fiunily affidrs. . It) waa in su^h a 
crisis, that Jeanie'St. active and undaunted 
Jbibitsof virt^ous exertion were most con- 
spicuous. While the Captajn'a attention 
was still, eng^^i^ by a pr<4oqged refresh- 
menl^t ^^^ a vjsry tedloiis examination^ m 
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Gaelic and Edglisb, of all the prisoners; 
and everj other witness of the fatal' trans- 
action» die had the body of her brother- 
in-law undressed and properl j disposed. — 
It then appeared, from the cma&x^ the 
beads, and the shirt of hair wlffchhe^ wore 
next his person-, that his sense of guilt 'had 
induced him to receive the dogmata of a 
religion, ivhich pretends^ by the mkcera- 
fion of the body, to expiate thef crimes df 
the soul. In the packet of papers, which 
the express had brought to Sir George 
Staunton from Edinburgh, and which But* 
ler, authorized by his connection with the 
deceased, did not scruple to examine/ he 
#Ound new and astoui^ing intelligence, 
which gave hiih reason to thank God he 
had taken that measure. 

RaieliSb, to whom all sort of misdeeds 
and misdbctt'fr were familiar, instigated i>y 
the- prottkised reward, soot^ found himself 
dn a condition to trace the infant cff these 
unhappy parents.. The woman to whom 
Meg Murdockton had sold that most mif 
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fortunate child, had made it. the. compa- 
nioB of her wanderiogs and h^r beggary^ 
until he was about seven or eight yiears 
old, when, as Ratcliffe learned from a 
companion of hers»»tbeu in the Correction- 
bouse of £dtiUiurgb,shje scdd,hin;^in her turn 
tq Ponacha dhu na Dunaigh. This man» 

tp whom no act. of mischief was unknown, 

■• • • _ 

was occasionally an agent in a horrible 
trade then, carried on betwixt Scotland and 
^L|n|;riQ9»/pr supplying the plantations with 
servaqts, b^ means of kidnappings as it 
was termed, both men and women, but es- 
peqially children under age. . Here Rat- 
clii^r^ ,los); sight of the boy^ {but had no 
doubt that Donacha Dhu could give an 
account of him.. The gentleman of the 
law, so often mentioned, dispatched there- 
fore an express, with a letter to Sir George 
Staunton, and another covering a warrant 
for apprehension of Donacha, with in- 
structions to the Captain of Knockdunder 
io exert his utmost energy for that purpose* 
Possessed of this information, and with 
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a mind agitated by the most gloomy ap-* 
preheosiona^ Butler now Joined the Cap^ 
tain, and obtained from him with some dif- 
ficulty a sight of the examinations. ' These, 
with a few questions to the elder of the pri« 
soners, soon confirmed the most dreadful 
of Butlei's anticipations. We give the heads 
of the information without descending into 
minute details. 

Donacha Dbu had indeed purchased E& 
fie's unhappy diild» with the purpose of 
selling it to the American traders, whom 
he had been in the habit of supplying with 
human flesh. But no opportunity occur* 
TeAQ)T some time ; and the boy, who was 
known by the name of «• The Whistler,'* 
made some impression on the heart and 
affections even of this rude savage, per* 
haps because he saw in him flashes of a 
spirit as fierce and vindictive as his own* 
When Donacha struck or threatened hito 
— a, very common occurrence— he did not 
answer with complaints and entreaties like 
other children, but with oaths and efibrts 
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at revenge-^he liad all tbe Wild metit; 
too, by which Woggarwolfe^i arrow«*bear« 
iing page won the hard heart of his nuitoter | 

' Like a vUdetAs fettled at ilMToSatt^fci^ 
He could my biting jests^ bold £t|ieB nng^ « t 
Aiid quaff his loaioing bumper at the boards 
With all the mockery of a little maiL^ 

In short, asDonachaDhu said» the Whists 
ler was a born imp of Satan, and therijfi^re 
he should never leave him. Accordingly,^ 
from his eleventh year forward, he was pne; 
of the band, and often engaged in acts of 
violence. The last of these was more im- 
mediately occasioned by the researches 
which tlie Whistler's real father made, af- 
ter him whom he was taught to consider 
^^s such. Donacha Dhu's fears had been 
for some time excited by the strength ot 
the means which began now to be employ- 
ed against persons of his description. Ha 

♦ Eth^ivtald* 



S60 TAI.BS OF MY LAITDLOIUI* 

WM sensible he exis^d only by the precis- 
ripus lodulgence of his namesake, Duncan 
of Knockdunder, who was used to boast that 
he could put him down or string him up 
when \ie had a mind. He resolved to leave 
the kingdom by means of one of those 
sloops which were engaged in the traffic of 
his old kidnapping friends, and which was 
about to sail for America : but he was de- 
sirous first to strike a bold stroke. 

The ruffian*s cupidity was excited by 
the intelh'gence that a wealthy English- 
man was coming to the Manse~he had nei- 
ther forgotten the Whistler's report of the 
gold he had seen in Lady Staunton's purse, 
nor his old vow of revenge against the 
minister ; ,and, to bring the whole to a 
point, he conceived the hope of appro- 
priating the money, which, according ta 
the general report of the couptry, the mi- 
nister was to bring from Edinburgh to pay 
for his new purchase. While he was con- 
sidering how he might best accomplish bi3 
purpose, he received the intelligence from 
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one quarter, that die veBtel in whtcb be 
proposed to sail, -was to sail immediBjLely 
from Greenock ; frooi anothery that : the 
minister and a rich English Iprd, with a 
great many thousand pouncbt wece expect* 
ed the next 0^ening at the Jtfanse ; and 
from ft thhrd, that he must consult bis 
safety by leaving his ofdinary haunts as 
soon as possible, for that the Captain had 
ordered out a party* to scoar the glens for 
bim lit break of day. Donacha.laid his 
plaiks with promptitude and decision.. He 
embarked with the Whistler and two others 
of his gang, (whom, by the bye, he meant 
to sell to the kidnappers^) and set sail 
for the Caird's Cdire. > He intended to lurk 
till night-fall in the wood adjoining to this 
place, which he. thought was too near the 
habitation of inen to excite the suspicioa 
of Duncan Knock, then br^k into Butler's 
peaceful habitation, and iesh at once his 
appetite for plunder and revenge* When 
his villainy was aecomplishedi his boat was 

^ VOL. IV. Q 
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to convej him to the wesadj whicW aocoid' 
ing to previous agreement with the vaaster^ 
was iflstantiy to set saiL . 

This deqpecate design wiiuld% probably 
have succeeded, but for the ruffians being 
discovered in their lurkiug-place by JSw 
George Staonton and Butler, in their acci- 
d&Qtal walk from the Caird^ Cove towards 
the Manse, finding himself detected, and 
at the same time observing that the servant 
carried a casket, or strong-box, Donacha 
conceived that both his prize and his vic- 
tims were within his. power, and attacked 
the travellers without hesitation. Shots 
were fired and swords drawn on both sides ; 
* Sir George Staunton .offered the bravest 
resistance, till he fell, as there was too 
much reason to believe, by the hand of a 
son, so long sought, and now at length so 
unhappily discovered. 

While Butler was half-stunned with this 
intelligence, the hoarse vcHce of Knock* 
dimder added to his consternation* 
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** I win take the liperty to take down 
the pell-ropes, Mr PutJer, as I must pe ta- 
king order to hang these idle people up to- 
morrow morning, to teach them more con- 
sideration in their doings in future/' 

Butler entreated him to remember the 

> 

act abolishing the heritable jurisdictions, 
and that he ought to send them to Glas- 
gow or Inverara, to be tried by the Circuit. 
Duncan scorned the proposal. 

•* The Jurisdiction Act,**, he said, •* had 
nothing to do put with the rebels, and spe- 
cially not with Argyle*8 country, and he 
would hang the men up all three in onfe 
row before coot Leddy Staunton's windows, 
which would be a creat comfort to her in 
the morning to see that the coot gentleman, 
her husband, had been suitably afenged.'^ 

And the utmost length that Butler's most 
earnest entreaties could prevaili was, that 
he would reserve •* the twa pig carles foir 
the circuit, but as for him they ca'd the 
Fustier, he should try how he could fiistle 
in a swinging tow, for it suldna be said that 
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a shentlemani friend to the Bake, was kill* 
ed in his country, and his people didna 
take at least twa lives for ane.'' 

Butler entreated him to spare the victim, 
for his soul's sake* But Knockdunder an- 
swered, ** that the soul of such a scum had 
been long the tefil^s property, and that. Cot 
tamn ! he was determined to gif the tefil his 
due/* 

All persuasion was in vain, and Dunc^i 
issued his mandate for execution on the 
succeedipg mprning. Th^ child of .guilt 
and misery was separated from his compa- 
nions, strongly pinioned, and committed 
to a separate room, of which the Captain 
kept the key. 

In the silence of the night, however, 
Mrs Butler arose, resolved, if possible, tq 
avert, at least to delay, the fate which hung 
over her nephew, especially if, upon con- 
vi^rsing with him, she should see any hope 
of his being brought to better temper* She 
had a master-key that opened every lock 
in the house } and at midnight, when all 



THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAtT. 365 

was stilly she stood before the eyes of the 
astonished yoqng savage, as, hacd-bountl 
with cords/ he lay^ like a sheep designed 
for slaughter, upon a quantity of the refuse 
of flax which filled a corner in the apart- 
ment. Amid features sun-burnt, tawny, 
grimed with dirt, and obscured by his shag- 
gy hair of a rusted black colour, Jeanie 
tried in vain to trace the likeness of eithe^r 
of his very handsome parents^ Yet how 
could she refuse compassion to a creature 
so young and so wretched,— so much more 
wretched than even he himself could be 
aware of, since the murder he had too pro- 
bably committed with his own hand, but in 
which he had at any rate participated, was 
in fact a parricide. She placed food on a 
table near him,. raised him, and slacked the 
cords on his arms, ^ so as to permit him to 
feed himself ? He stretdied out his hands, 
still smeared with « blood, perhaps that of 
his £sither, and he ate voraciously and in 
silence. r 

- q2 
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^ What is your .first name f said Jeanie, 
by way of opening the con Yecsatioiu ^ 

« The Whistler.'' 

<< Bat your Christian name^ by which 
yoq were baptized f 

. ^ I never was baptized that I know of— 
I have no other name than the Whistler.** 

^ Poor unhaf^y abandoned ladT said 
Jeanie ; ^ What would ye do if ye could 
escape from this place» and the death you 
are to die to-miHTow monung 7^ 

^* Join wi* Rob Roy, or wi' Se^^eant 
More Cameron, (noted fredbooters ist that 
time,) and revenge Donacha's death on aU 
and sundry.** 

<< O ye unhappy boy^** said Jeanie, ^* do 
ye ken what will come o* ye when ye die ¥ 

** I shall neither feel cauld nor hunger 
morei" said the youth doggedly. . 

«< To let him be execute in this dneadfiil 
state of ndnd would be to destroy baith 
body and soul— and to let him gang I dare 
not — what wiU be done? — But he is my 
sister^s son-*my own nephew«— our flesh 

6 
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and blood— aod his bands aod feet are 
yerked as tight as cords can be drawn.-^ 
Whistler, do the cords hurt you T* 

*• Very much/' 

^* But» if 1 were to slacken them, you 
wcmld harm me ?*' 

'* No» I would nQt«-*you never harmed 



me or mine.'' 



•' Thete may be good in him yet,** 
thought Jeanie— *^* I will try fair play with 
him.'' 

• She cut his bonds-^he stood upright, 
looked round with a laugh of wild exulta- 
tion, clapped his hands together, and sprung 
from the ground, as if in transport on find- 
ing himself at liberty. He looked so wild^ 
that Jeanie trembled at what she had done. 

^< Let me out," said the young savage. 

M I wunna, unless you promise"——^ 

^^ Then I'll make you glad to let us both 
out." 

He seized the lighted candle land threw 
it among the flax, which was instantly in 
a flame* Jeanie screamedy and ran out of 
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the room j the prisonisr rushed past her, 
tiirew open a window in the passage^ jump- 
ed into the garden, sprung over its enclo- 
sure, bounded through the woods like a 
deer, and gained the )sea^shore. Meantime, 
the fire was extinguished, but the prisoner 
was sought in vain. As Jeanie kept her 
own secret, the share she had in his escape 
was not discovered ; but they ieanied his 
fate some time af terwsu-ds — ^it was as wild as 
his life had hitherto been. 

The anxious enquiries of Butler at length 
learned that the youth had gained the ship 
in which his master, Donacha, had designed 
to embark. But the avaricious shipmaster, 
inured by his evil trade to every species 
of treachery, and disappointed of the rich 
booty which Donacha had proposed to 
bring aboard, secured the person of the fu- 
gitive, and having transported him to Ame- 
rica, sold him as a slave, or indented servant, 
to a Virginian planter, far up the country. 
When these tidings reached Butler, he sent 
over to America a sufficient sum to redeem 
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the lad froiii slavery, witli iostructians that 
measures should be takei> fbr improving 
his miiid, restraining bis evil propensities^ 
and endouraging whatever good might ap- 
pear in his character. But this aid came 
too late. The yoting man had headed a 
conspiracy in which his inhuman master 
was put fo deaths and had then fled to the 
next tribe of tvild Indians. He was never 
more heard of; and it may therefore be pre- 
sumed that he lived and died after the man- 
ner of that savage people, with whom his 
previous habits had well fitted him to as- 
sociate. 

All hopfes of the young man's. reforma- 
tion being n6w ended, Mr and Mrs Butler 
thought it could serve no purpose to ex- 
plain to Lady Statfriton a history so full 
of horror. She remained their guest more 
than a year, during the greater part of 
which period her grief was excessive. In 
the latter months, it assumed the appear- 
ance of listlessness and low spirits, which 
the monotony of her sister's ^uiet establish- 
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ment afforded no means of dissipating. 
Effie, from her earfiest youth, was never 
formed for a quiet low content. Far dif- 
ferent from her sister, she required tlie dis- 
sipation of society to divert her sorrow, or 
enhance her joy. She left the seclusion of 
Knocktarlitie with tears of sincere affection, 
and after heaping its inmates with all she 
could think > of that might be valuable in 
their eyes. But she eUd leave it, and when 
the anguish of the parting was over, her 
departure was a relief to both sisters. 

The family at the Manse of Knocktarli- 
tie, in their own quiet happiness, heard of 
the welldowered and; beautiful Lady Staun- 
ton resuming her place in the fashionable 
world. They learned it by more substan- 
tial proofs ; for David received a comimis- 
sion, and as the military spirit of Bible But- 
ler seemed to have revived in him, his good 
behaviour qualified the envy of five hundred 
youpg Highland cadets, <^ come of good 
houses," who were aatOQfsbed at the rapi- 
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dity of his pcomotiob* Reuben followed 
the law, and rose more slowly, yet surely. 
Euphemia Butler, whose fortune, augment- 
ed. by her aunt's generosity, and added to 
her own beauty, rendered her no small 
prize, married a Highland laird, who never 
asked the name of her grandfather, and 
was loaded on the occasion with presents 
from Lady Staunton,, which made her the 
envy of all the beauties in Dumbarton and 
Argyle-shires* . 

After blazing nearly ten years in the fa« 
shionable world, and hiding, like many of 
her compeers, an aching, heart with a gay 
demeanour ; — ^after declining repeated o& 
fers of the most respectable kind for a se^ 
cond matrimonial engagement. Lady Staun- 
ton betrayed the inward wound by retiring 
to .the continent, and taking up her abode 
in the convent where she had received her 
education. She never took the veil, but 
lived and died in severe seclusion, and in 
the practice of the Romaa Catholic reli- 
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gion, in aH its fikripal observiiDC^y yiffh* 
and ansterities. 

Jeanie had so mudb of b^r fa^eifs spirit 
as t0 sorrow bitterly for this iiposUicy^cMA 
Butler joined in heriregrefc. 'V¥et4igr »ei- 
ligioQ, however imperfect/^be said, " was 
better than cold sceptioism, or the hurry, 
ing din of dissipation, which fills the ears of 
worldlings, until they (»re for none of these 
thingsC;^ 

Meanwhile, happy in each -other, in the 
prosperity of their family, and the love and 
honour of all who knew them, this simple 
pair lived beloved, and died lamented. 



Reader— This tale will not be UAd ia 
vain, if it shall be found to illustrate the 
great truth, that guilt, though it may attain 
temporal splendour, can never confer real 
happinesa; that the evil consequences of 
our crimes long survive their comraissioD, 
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and, like the ghosts of the murdered, for 
ever haunt the steps of, the malefactor ; 
and that the paths of virtue, though sel- 
dom those of worldly greatness, are always 
those of pleasantness and peace* 
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L*Envay9 hy Jejmediah Cleishbotham. 



Thus CDndudeth the Tale of << The 
Heart of Mu)-Lothian/' which hath fill- 
ed more pages than I ofrined. The Heart 
of Mid-Lothisui is now no more» or ra- 
ther it is transferred to the extreme side 
of the city, even as the Sieur Jean Bap- 
tiste Poquelin hath it, in his pleasant co- 
medy called he Medecin Malgre Im^ where 
the simulated doctor wittily replieth to a 
charge, that he had placed the heart on 
the right side, instead of the left, <* Cda 
ikit onsbreJiM €Aui, mats nous awms chcmge 
tout cdtL^ Of which wtt^ iqpeeieh, if any 
reader shall demand the j^ipcHrt, I have 
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only to respond 9 that I teach the Frefich 
as well as the Classical tongues^ at the easy 
rate of five shillings per quarter, as my ad- 
vertisements are periodically making known 
to the public. 
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